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Justice, Armstrong
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Former cyclist will pay $5 million
to settle lawsuit after PED use 
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DENVER – America’s fast-growing marijuana industry
appears poised for supercharged growth after winning what
cannabis entrepreneurs see as approval from the Trump
administration to forge ahead.

The market for legal marijuana already was growing ex-
ponentially despite fears of a federal crackdown under
President Trump and Attorney General Jeff Sessions, but
Trump’s signal that he’ll respect state legalization could
swing open the floodgates by reassuring traditional inves-
tors, entrepreneurs and local lawmakers it’s OK to jump in.

Across the nation, risk-takers have poured billions of
dollars into the industry while knowing they could be arrest-
ed by federal agents at any moment.

They’ve built — largely unseen — a powerful network of
businesses poised to take advantage of a more favorable
federal climate. That industry already has woven itself 
into the fabric of the states where pot is legal, providing tens
of thousands of jobs and generating billions of dollars in
new tax revenue. 

Experts say those numbers are likely to rise rapidly
thanks to Trump’s promised hands-off approach and sup-

Industry
growing

like weeds
Trump’s perceived green light entices 
cannabis investors to spend billions

Trevor Hughes USA TODAY
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$8.3 billion 
sold in 2017

$25 billion 
projected in 2025

Wells Fargo’s financial relationship
with gunmakers and the National Rifle
Association has cost the bank its
mortgage business with a major U.S.
union.

The American Federation of Teach-
ers notified the San Francisco-based
financial giant Thursday that it is
dropping the bank as a recommended
mortgage lender for the national edu-
cation union’s 1.7 million members.

The action came after Wells Fargo
spurned the union’s call to cut lending
ties with or impose new restrictions on
firearms business partners after the
mass shooting Feb. 14 that killed 17
people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Fla. 

Wells Fargo CEO Tim Sloan told AFT
President Randi Weingarten in an
April 3 letter obtained by USA TODAY
the best route to combating gun vio-
lence “is through the political and leg-
islative process.” Although Sloan sug-
gested a meeting or conference call to
discuss the matter, the sides never got
together.

AFT President Randi Weingarten
told USA TODAY in an interview
Thursday that Wells Fargo sent signals
loud and clear through “radio silence.” 

And in a letter obtained by USA TO-
DAY, Weingarten told Sloan on Thurs-
day, “We can only assume that, in light
of your silence and the NRA attacks,
you have decided that the NRA busi-
ness is more valuable to you than stu-
dents and their educators are.”

The AFT’s dropping of Wells Fargo
represents a financial blow to the na-

Teacher’s
union quits
Wells Fargo
over guns
Organization’s leader rails
against bank’s ties to NRA

Kevin McCoy 
and Nathan Bomey
USA TODAY
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“The American public does not want
banks to decide which legal products
consumers can and cannot buy,”
Wells Fargo said. GETTY IMAGES

See WELLS FARGO, Page 2A

Despite the praise Southwest Air-
lines is drawing from passengers for
the valiant efforts of its crew during
the deadly ordeal of Flight 1380, the
airline probably still faces tens of mil-
lions of dollars in legal damages from
the people on board, experts say.

The Dallas-bound Boeing 737 was
not far out of New York when an en-
gine blew apart, firing shrapnel along

the fuselage and smashing a window. A
heroic emergency landing in Philadel-
phia followed, but one passenger was
killed, seven wounded and the rest rat-
tled by the episode.

“The airline will be responsible for
the maintenance of the aircraft,” says
Jonathan Johnson, an Atlanta lawyer
who has handled aviation cases for 25
years. “Clearly there was a problem with
the engine that was not rectified.”

Johnson says lawyers for the passen-
gers will most likely target Southwest
Airlines and not other parties involved
such as Boeing or the the engine’s
builder, a joint venture led by General
Electric. By law, he said, Southwest has

the “highest duty of care” toward the
passengers they fly.

Southwest’s insurance carriers likely
will pay the bulk of any damages, he said.

David Katzman, a pilot and aviation 

Southwest survivors could collect millions
Plane’s maintenance 
is the expected target

John Bacon
USA TODAY

See SOUTHWEST, Page 2A

“We have been dealing with metal
fatigue since the Copper Age. 
Fatigue starts with a crack 
and propagates. It takes time,
it begins to fail, then it fails.”

David Katzman
Aviation lawyer and pilot
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lawyer whose firm includes an office in
Philadelphia, said the engine inspec-
tions will be a crucial component in de-
termining what went wrong. The NTSB
has focused on metal fatigue on a fan
blade that broke in the engine.

Last year, Southwest Airlines op-
posed a recommendation by the engine
manufacturer to require ultrasonic in-
spections of fan blades in the engines
within 12 months, saying it needed more
time to do the work.

Katzman says the blade would have
started cracking, then would have taken
time to break off. He wondered aloud
how many times the plane flew after the
initial crack. “We have been dealing
with metal fatigue since the Copper
Age,” he said. “Fatigue starts with a
crack and propagates. It takes time, it
begins to fail, then it fails.”

Avi Cohen, a lawyer in Nassau Coun-
ty, N.Y., says damages to the family of
Jennifer Riordan, the flight’s lone fatal-
ity, could run into eight figures — tens of
millions of dollars.

Riordan was sucked halfway out a
broken window, witnesses said. Two
men pulled her back into the aircraft,
but CPR failed to revive her.

“There are no apologies that would
make the family of Jennifer Riordan
whole again,” Cohen said. “Nor will they
be able to provide a defense for this
gruesome death.”

Lawyers generally must wait 45 days
before reaching out to passengers in-
volved in aviation accidents. Johnson,
however, said he already has been con-

tacted by a family on the flight. “They
are telling me about the horrible symp-
toms they are facing. Nightmares re-
living the incident, reactions to loud
noises, things that can affect them the
rest of their lives.”

All passengers who walked away
uninjured most likely suffer post-trau-
matic stress, he said. Based on past
cases, Johnson suggested that could
translate to $250,000 or more per pas-
senger. There were 144 passengers and
five crew members aboard the flight.

The injured will be due more, John-
son said. He dismissed reports that
that seven people suffered “minor in-
juries.” Those can include broken
bones and other wounds that can take
a long time to heal, he said, and it can
take days for bruises or internal inju-
ries to reveal themselves.

“In a catastrophic airplane acci-
dent, usually if you can walk away
from it they will often count it as a
minor injury,” Johnson said. 

Many passengers have lauded the
courage and calm of pilot Tammie Jo
Shults and the flight attendants. But
Cohen said the question will be the
plane, not the crew.

“Kudos to the pilot for safely land-
ing the plane,” Johnson said. “But
anyone on that plane will have been
horrified, terrified by the experience.”

Cohen said Southwest also could
have handled the tragedy better. He
noted CEO Gary Kelly expressed sym-
pathies for our “deceased customer.”

“Kelly did a decent job of showing
remorse,” Cohen said. “But Jennifer
Riordan was a mother, a wife, a person.
The response sounded more corporate
than personal.”

Contributing: Bart Jansen

Southwest
Continued from Page 1A

Investigators have focused on possible metal fatigue in the blown engine. AP

tion’s third-largest bank by assets.
Wells Fargo’s mortgage program had
been featured in the Union Privilege
program on the AFT website, and
roughly 1,600 member families re-
ceived mortgages from the bank in
2017. In all, more than 20,000 AFT
members hold Wells Fargo mortgages.

“We essentially said you can have
the mortgage business … or you can
continue to value guns more than the
people who serve in schools and the
kids that have been affected by gun vi-
olence,” Weingarten said.

Wells Fargo said in a statement that
“we remain deeply committed to the fi-
nancial success of teachers and all of
our customers,” but the bank declined
to take action against gun interests.

“Wells Fargo wants schools and
communities to be safe from gun vio-
lence, but changes to laws and regula-
tions should be determined through a
legislative process that gives the
American public an opportunity to
participate,” the bank said. “We re-
main firm in our belief that the Amer-
ican public does not want banks to de-
cide which legal products consumers
can and cannot buy.”

The severed ties between the union
and the bank ups the ante in efforts to
change businesses’ policies toward
gunmakers and retailers since the
Florida high school shooting.

Amid calls and marches for stricter
gun control, Wells Fargo’s major bank-
ing rivals have announced they either
would or already had taken action to
limit their business exposure to the
firearms industry.

JPMorgan Chase’s chief financial
officer said its business dealings with
gunmakers “have come down signifi-
cantly and are pretty limited.” A Bank
of America vice president said the
company no longer would finance or
underwrite military-style weapons.
And Citigroup said it would require its
business partners to bar firearm sales
to customers under age 21, as well as
those who have not passed back-
ground checks.

Several major companies have
stopped deals for members of the NRA,
including Delta Air Lines, United Air-
lines, Enterprise, Avis Budget, Hertz,
TrueCar, MetLife and Symantec.

Retailers Dick’s Sporting Goods and
Walmart recently banned the sale of

guns to anyone under 21. Dick’s also
ended sales of assault-style rifles,
which Walmart already had done, and
vowed to back policies banning them
nationwide.

The NRA, which did not respond to a
request for comment for this story, has
bashed companies that severed ties to
the interest group in recent weeks.

The group said “the law-abiding
members of the NRA had nothing at all
to do with the failure of that school’s se-
curity preparedness, the failure of
America’s mental health system, the
failure of the National Instant Check
System or the cruel failures of both fed-
eral and local law enforcement.”

In addition to the move against Wells
Fargo, Weingarten also called on pen-
sion asset managers to re-examine their
investments by ruling out gun compa-
nies as too risky.

Wells Fargo
Continued from Page 1A

“We essentially said you can have 
the mortgage business … or you 
can continue to value guns more
than the people who serve in
schools and the kids that have 
been affected by gun violence.” 

Randi Weingarten
President of the American Federation of Teachers

WASHINGTON – Senators called out
the Navy’s top admiral and Marine
Corps commandant Thursday for the
bad behavior and inappropriate com-
ments of officers under their command. 

The chastised members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff acknowledged mistakes,
first reported by USA TODAY, and
vowed to improve their service cultures
in appearances before the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., raised
the case of “Bad Santa,” a former
spokesman for Adm. John Richardson,
the chief of naval operations.

Cmdr. Chris Servello’s drunken mis-
conduct at a Pentagon Christmas party
while wearing a Santa Claus suit trig-
gered investigations and a preliminary
conclusion that he acted in a predatory
way toward young women subordi-
nates.

Richardson allowed Servello to re-
main on his staff for nine months.

“Do you have a sense of what mes-
sage members serving under you re-
ceived from him being allowed to stay in
that position, and have you changed
your approach because of that inci-
dent?” Gillibrand asked Richardson.

Richardson responded that his first
priority was to investigate competing
claims, but he admitted that resolving
the case took too long. 

“I have become acutely aware that
that may have sent a bad message, par-
ticularly to the survivors of the behav-
ior,” Richardson said. “So my radar has
been completely retuned in terms of
sensitivity to that message.

“I hope that we’ve arrived at a good
place at the end of this event. It took
longer, in hindsight, than it should have.
And if I were to do it again, I’d move fast-
er.”

Rhode Island Sen. Jack Reed, the
panel’s ranking Democrat, asked Gen.

Robert Neller, the Marine Corps com-
mandant, about “fake news” comments
from Brig. Gen. Kurt Stein, whom Neller
relieved Monday, citing a loss of confi-
dence. Stein oversaw Marine and Fam-

ily Programs, including those dealing
with sexual assault and harassment
prevention.

On April 6, Stein dismissed claims of
sexual harassment by two civilian
women in his command as “fake news”
at a packed, all-hands meeting of his
command. He joked about living vicari-
ously through a Navy chaplain who was
fired last month after being caught on
video having sex outside a bar in New
Orleans.

Reed asked Neller how he is “ad-
dressing a culture that might be contrib-
uting to this?” 

Neller sought to assure Reed that offi-
cers such as Stein are exceptions, but he
said the Marines need to do better.

“They are not the majority,” Neller
said. “They are not even close to the ma-
jority. Yes, you should expect more from
a senior officer.

“Are we where we want to be? Are we
where you want us to be? No. Are we in a
better place than we were a year ago? I
believe we are. That’s on me.”

The sexual harassment case, which
Neller ordered reinvestigated, as well as
Stein’s remarks and the chaplain’s case,
were first reported by USA TODAY.

Reed asked Neller whether his senior
officers are getting the message.

“We’re in a tough business,” Neller
said. “It’s taken some people some ad-
justment. Those who can’t adjust are
going to have to get on board or get out.” 

Senators slam military over misconduct

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., criticized Navy Adm. John Richardson at a hearing Thursday for allowing a spokesman to
remain on staff after allegations that he harassed women at a Christmas party. SUSAN WALSH/AP

Joint Chiefs of Staff
promise culture change

Tom Vanden Brook
USA TODAY

“My radar has been 

completely retuned in 

terms of sensitivity. ... 

It took longer, in hindsight,

than it should have.”
Adm. John Richardson
Chief of naval operations
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After six decades of rule by Fidel
Castro and his brother Raúl, Cuba
turned a new page Thursday when it
named Communist Party loyalist Mi-
guel Díaz-Canel president.

Cuba’s National Assembly conclud-
ed a two-day session at which Raúl
Castro stepped down after 10 years in
the presidency and endorsed the elec-
tion of Díaz-Canel, his handpicked
successor. Castro will remain head of
the Communist Party.

Cuban state TV showed the two
men embracing after the historic vote
as hundreds of National Assembly
delegates cheered. Addressing the
crowd, Díaz-Canel vowed to fight any
attempts at subversion by capitalist
forces, to defend the regime estab-
lished by his predecessors and to con-
tinue “perfecting” the socialist model
he inherited.

“The revolution continues,” he said.
Though largely unrecognizable out-

side Cuba, Díaz-Canel is well-known
inside the regime after spending years
rising through the ranks of the Com-
munist Party and convincing Castro
he could be trusted to carry on the na-
tion’s revolutionary ideals.

Díaz-Canel, 57, represents a sym-
bolic change for a regime that has been
dominated by the guerrilla fighters
who overthrew U.S.-backed dictator
Fulgencio Batista and rode into Ha-
vana on New Year’s Day 1959.

Díaz-Canel used much of his accep-
tance speech to praise the Castro
brothers, focusing on Raúl, who sat in
the front row, watching and nodding.

Díaz-Canel called the younger Cas-

tro the “best disciple of Fidel” and list-
ed his accomplishments, from military
successes during the revolution
through his time as president after
Fidel Castro stepped down because of
illness. He even complimented Castro
for re-establishing diplomatic rela-
tions with the United States.

He made clear that Raúl Castro
would still guide the Cuban govern-
ment in the years to some. 

“I confirm to this assembly that
Raúl Castro, as first secretary of the
Communist Party, will lead the deci-
sions about the future of the country,”
Díaz-Canel said.

Castro spoke next, providing the
first glimpse into his thinking about
his future and that of the regime. He
expects Díaz-Canel to serve two five-
year terms as president. He said he
would hand over control of the Com-
munist Party to Díaz-Canel in 2021.

“From that point on, I will be just
another soldier defending this revolu-
tion,” he said.

Thursday’s succession coincided
with the 50th anniversary of the failed
U.S.-supported Bay of Pigs invasion
and comes during a downturn in U.S.-
Cuban relations. President Trump
ordered most American diplomats out
of Cuba after a series of unexplained
“health attacks” against personnel at
the U.S. Embassy in Havana. That
move narrowed what had been a rare
opening between the Cold War foes, a
detente brokered between Presidents
Barack Obama and Raúl Castro that
led to Americans flooding the island to
visit and more business opportunities
between the countries.

Díaz-Canel is responsible for re-
solving Cuba’s anemic economy and
restless population by depending
more on countries such as Russia,
China, Iran and Venezuela.

Cuba now
is under a
non-Castro
president 
‘Revolution continues,’
Díaz-Canel declares

Alan Gomez
USA TODAY

Communist Party loyalist Miguel
Díaz-Canel, 57, promised to continue
“perfecting” what he has inherited.
ADALBERTO ROQUE/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

WASHINGTON – President Trump
loosened U.S. policy on arms sales to
foreign governments Thursday in an ef-
fort to sell more American-made mili-
tary equipment to allies.

At the top of that sales list: U.S.-made
military drones, which defense contrac-
tors will be able to sell directly to foreign
governments without going through the
Pentagon.

At a meeting Wednesday with Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Trump
promised to streamline the sale of mil-
itary equipment to allies. Throughout
his presidency, he has rarely met with
an ally without touting U.S. arms, which
he calls “the best in the world by far.” 

Trump said arms sales too often are
held up by red tape. “It would be, in
some cases, years before orders would
take place because of bureaucracy with
Department of Defense, State Depart-
ment. We are short-circuiting that. It’s
now going to be a matter of days,” he
said Wednesday.

Using a form of executive order for

national security, Trump instructed the
State Department to come up with a
plan to speed up those sales within 60
days. In a separate classified order,
Trump lifted President Obama’s 2015
ban on the direct sale of military drones
to foreign governments.

Trump’s trade adviser, Peter Navarro,
called the ban “myopic,” saying it put

the United States at risk of losing an
advantage against global competitors
— especially the Chinese. He cited Chi-
na’s Wing Loong II drone, which he
called “a clear knockoff” of the Reaper
drone — also known as a Predator B —
made by San Diego-based defense
contractor General Atomics.

“The fact is our allies and partners
want to buy American. They know
American industries produce the most
technologically sophisticated, accu-
rate and effective defense systems in
the world,” Navarro said. 

Critics said the policy will allow the
sale of drones to countries that may
not have the same safeguards in pro-
tecting civilian casualties from drone
strikes. “The document itself talks a
lot about economics and jobs and the
defense industrial base. There’s a cou-
ple of paragraphs about human rights,
but it’s a low bar,” said William Har-
tung of the Center for International
Policy, author of Prophets of War:
Lockheed Martin and the Making of
the Military-Industrial Complex.

“Arms sales should be about securi-
ty, not about promoting jobs,” he said.

Salesman in chief Trump has
a deal on drones for allies

President Trump says arms sales are
too often mired in bureaucracy. “We
are short-circuiting that,” he says.
PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

Gregory Korte
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON – They’re not military
officers, but they can rightly accept the
praise when strangers say, “Thank you
for your service.” 

They’re the U.S. Public Health Ser-
vice’s Commissioned Corps, a 6,500-
strong group of pharmacists, engineers,
dentists and others who share a broad
range of health expertise and a mission
to serve their country, especially the
most vulnerable. In their dress blue uni-
forms, they’ve been to places around the
globe — such as Liberia to fight Ebola,
Puerto Rico to help with hurricane re-
covery and Alaska to deliver babies for
the Indian Health Service. 

As the opioid epidemic kills more
than 100 people a day, surpassing natu-
ral disasters, the corps is up against
some challenges from within. 

President Trump’s budget proposal
for 2019 criticized the corps for not
keeping up with the “public health
needs of the nation” and called for mod-
ernization.

“I don’t like the word modernization,
as it’s probably code for cutting them
and/or their budget,” says Dana Fields-
Johnson, program manager for health
equity at the non-profit Prevention In-
stitute. “Why would we talk about that
when they have the leadership and ex-
pertise necessary to help these commu-

nities struggling to cope with the opioid
epidemic?”

Surgeon General Jerome Adams and
several Commissioned Corps members
emphasized the importance of their role
to USA TODAY during a visit to the “Pre-
scribed to Death” opioid memorial near
the White House this week. 

The wall of pills signifies each of the
22,000 people who died because of
opioids in 2015. The number of deaths
from prescription opioids nearly dou-
bled in 2016, and the final numbers for
2017 are likely to show another increase.

The corps has its own form of em-
beds in communities across the world.

Adams, an anesthesiologist and for-
mer Indiana health commissioner, says
he relies on corps members to get the
word out that family and friends of
those at risk of overdose should carry
the opioid antidote naloxone. Adams
called for this April 5, when he issued
the first surgeon general’s advisory in 13
years. The previous one, in 2005, dealt
with alcohol use during pregnancy.

The Commissioned Corps is one of
the seven uniformed services tasked
with “protecting, promoting and ad-
vancing the health and safety of the na-
tion,” according to the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS). The
other services are the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines, Coast Guard and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

Corps members serve in HHS agen-
cies, including the National Institutes of
Health, in the Federal Bureau of Prisons
and in state and local government agen-

cies to ensure communities get health
and emergency services. 

The corps has gone from fighting
plagues, including yellow fever and
smallpox, to maladies that are more
behavior-related. Physical fitness,
obesity and injury prevention are part
of the mission, along with Zika, prod-
uct tampering and homelessness. 

Being disparaged in the president’s
budget in February stings for Jim Cur-
rie, executive director of the Commis-
sioned Corps Association, who grum-
bles that some of the budget language
was cribbed from a decades-old Gen-
eral Accounting Office report. “There’s
a tendency when something is more
amorphous in appropriations to go af-
ter it as a source of funds,” Currie says. 

Surgeon General Jerome Adams looks over “The Pill Wall” memorial at the White House. The pills depict the faces of
people who died as a result of opioids in 2015. The display will move to Columbus, Ohio. JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY

U.S. public health corps
battles opioid scourge
President’s criticism
stings medical task force

Jayne O'Donnell
USA TODAY

“I don’t like the word mod-

ernization, as it’s probably

code for cutting them and/

or their budget. Why would

we talk about that when

they have the leadership

and expertise necessary to

help these communities

struggling to cope with the

opioid epidemic?”
Dana Fields-Johnson
Prevention Institute
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Senate panel defies McConnell,
plans vote on protecting Mueller 

Despite opposition from Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell, Judicia-
ry Chairman Chuck Grassley said
Thursday that his committee will vote
next Thursday on a bill to protect special
counsel Robert Mueller from being fired
in the midst of the Russia investigation.

“The views of the majority leader are
obviously important to consider, but
they do not govern what happens here
on the Judiciary Committee,” said
Grassley, R-Iowa.

McConnell said Tuesday on Fox
News that he would not allow a Senate
floor vote on the bipartisan bill, even if

the committee approves it.

Pittsburgh detectives to carry riot
gear in case Mueller is fired

Leaders at the Pittsburgh Bureau of
Police told detectives to carry riot gear
in case of protests if President Trump
fires special counsel Robert Mueller.

The directions came Wednesday, re-
ported CBS Pittsburgh, in a memo from
Pittsburgh Police Commander Victor
Joseph. He wrote to detectives that the
department received information on at
least one possible demonstration.

Syracuse fraternity suspended
after racist videos released

Video showing a group of men laugh-
ing at performances involving racist

language against blacks, Jews and His-
panics and simulated sex acts has re-
sulted in the suspension of Theta Tau
fraternity there.

Chancellor Ken Syverud said
Wednesday that the professional engi-
neering fraternity had been suspended
for videos he described as racist, anti-
Semitic, homophobic, sexist and hostile
to people with disabilities.

Power largely restored across
Puerto Rico after blackout

Puerto Rico’s power company said
Thursday that it has restored electricity
to more than 80% of customers affected
by an islandwide blackout that was
caused by an excavator hitting a trans-
mission line. But tens of thousands of
families still remain without normal

service seven months after hurricanes
Maria and Irma.

Syrian rebels give up town near
Damascus to government

The Syrian government took control
of a town northeast of Damascus on
Thursday after rebels evacuated to
north Syria, the latest in a string of han-
dovers by rebels.

Residents in Dumayr welcomed se-
curity forces in a triumphant show for
the cameras of the state-affiliated al-
Ikhbariya TV station.

There have been several handovers
by rebels to the government in the cap-
ital region following a punishing offen-
sive against the rebellious eastern
Ghouta region earlier this year.

From staff and wire reports
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port of some sort of federal solution.
“Every day we wake up and build

this industry. And every day we do
that, it’s a little harder to shut it down,”
said Daniel Yi, a spokesman for the
California-based marijuana power-
house MedMen.

There’s no denying America’s love
affair with marijuana is accelerating
across the nation as voters loosen laws
and grow increasingly comfortable
with a drug that has been forbidden for
generations. Today, more than 60% of
Americans believe marijuana should
be legal, double its popularity in 2000,
according to a January 2018 poll by the
Pew Research Center. 

But Trump’s acceptance of popular
state legalization reflects the reality
and power of this increasingly impor-
tant industry. Across the country, can-
nabis legalization is transforming
communities in ways big and small,
winning many converts among skepti-
cal cops and local politicians as new
tax dollars pour into schools and
scholarships, pay for road paving and
drug treatment, and, if advocates have
their way, lift minority communities
devastated by the war on drugs. 

“It’s really fun to see people’s minds
change,” said Jen Lujan of the Califor-
nia-based marijuana firm Eaze.

Marijuana’s economic impact in
particular has helped keep the focus
on the positives of legalization.
Though most supporters agree mari-
juana taxes haven’t been the boon
many expected, the industry’s eco-
nomic power is undeniable.

At least 121,000 people are working
directly in the nation’s home-grown-
marijuana industry, tending plants,
trimming leaves and selling cannabis
products to eager consumers, accord-
ing to BDS Analytics and Arcview
Market Research. For comparison,
there are fewer than 50,000 coal min-
ers, according to the federal Bureau of
Labor Statistics.

Nine states — Alaska, California,
Colorado, Oregon, Massachusetts,
Maine, Nevada, Vermont and Wash-
ington, along with Washington, D.C. —
have legalized recreational pot use, al-
though not all of them permit and tax
sales. Those states selling pot have
collected more than $1.6 billion in tax-
es since their legalization programs
began, and California’s launch of legal
sales earlier this year is expected to su-
percharge that number.

Medical and recreational cannabis
sales will hit $11.7 billion this year, pre-
dicts cannabis analytics firm New
Frontier Data, increase by 25% in 2019
and hit $25 billion in seven years. For
comparison, wine sales in the United
States were worth $60 billion last year,
according to the Beverage Information
and Insights Group. For risk-taking en-
trepreneurs, cannabis holds the prom-
ise of a vast new industry that’s entire-
ly homegrown.

How the federal government acts
could change that dramatically. Presi-
dent Obama’s administration had
promised it would leave well-run state
marijuana programs alone, but Ses-
sions rescinded that promise in Janu-
ary, throwing the industry into chaos.
Many traditional investors have shied
away from pouring their capital into
the industry over fears they’d be treat-
ed like drug traffickers, and a strong
sign of support from Trump over con-
gressional action might provide the re-
assurance they’re seeking.

Because legalization has happened
almost entirely at state ballot boxes,
the United States has so far avoided
having a national conversation about
the broader implications of increased
use and availability. That troubles le-
galization opponents such as Kevin
Sabet of Smart Approaches to Mari-
juana, the nation’s leading anti-can-
nabis organization. SAM has been

fighting a state-by-state battle against
legalization on the grounds that in-
creased access will lead to increased
use. It supports increased access to
drug treatment and a reduction or elim-
ination of criminal penalties for minor
marijuana consumption but opposes
broad legalization.

“This reckless plan will not go unan-
swered,” Sabet said.

Whether there really is a plan re-
mains uncertain, and many marijuana
industry experts say they’ll believe
Trump only once there’s a law in place.
In dealing with a president who sets
policy via Twitter, they want to see
actual legislation.

“This is another head-spinning mo-
ment,” said Oregon congressman Earl
Blumenauer, a Democrat and leading
voice for federal legalization. “We
should hope for the best but not take
anything for granted. Trump changes
his mind constantly, and Republican
leadership is still in our way.”

A USA TODAY survey in January
found hundreds of thousands of dollars
flowing from the cannabis industry into
campaign finance accounts of lawmak-
ers and political action committees,
with emphasis this year on congres-
sional Republicans who control the
agenda. Democrats typically have been
the largest recipients of marijuana cam-
paign money in the past, but Republi-
cans are taking the lead in accepting
those donations, according to the Cen-
ter for Responsive Politics, which ana-
lyzed contributions at the request of
USA TODAY. Experts say the shift is

largely attributable to the belief by mari-
juana businesses that Republicans who
support states’ rights are their best al-
lies today.

But in the industry’s increasing clout,
legalization opponents see echoes of a
time when Big Tobacco called the shots. 

“Tobacco Road also hired a lot of peo-
ple and kept a lot of people employed,”
said Deni Carise, an addiction expert
and chief scientific officer at Recovery
Centers of America. “I think (marijuana
legalization) is going to cost our country
a lot of money.”

Adds Sabet: “It’s one thing to let some-
one grow a little pot at home. It’s another
entirely to get Madison Avenue involved.
This isn’t something that Cheech and
Chong would have ever envisioned. The
people in suits have taken over.”

Legalization supporters brush off
those concerns, arguing that the war on
drugs for too long has demonized a plant
widely used by humans for thousands
of years. They say it’s about time na-
tional politicians recognize that mari-
juana legalization is the right thing to
do. And they say that if the nation’s
economy can benefit, all the better.

“Now, finally seeing that momentum,
seeing that shift, it’s pretty amazing.
And it’s happening quickly, quicker
than maybe even the regulators are
ready for,” said Dennis Hunter, founder
of California-based premium marijuana
supplier CannaCraft. “I don’t think any-
body realized how big this industry real-
ly is. Everybody’s aware of it right now,
but it’s getting normalized, and in a cou-
ple years we’ll all just accept it.”

Marijuana
Continued from Page 1A
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A clerk at the Cannabaska marijuana store in Anchorage discusses the
particulars of a strain of cannabis with a customer. TREVOR HUGHES/USA TODAY

DENVER – Marijuana stores across
the country could sell more than $1 bil-
lion worth of cannabis as pot enthusi-
asts celebrate the annual “420” holi-
day by lighting up in public across
America.

April 20 has long been a day filled
with civil disobedience by marijuana
users, who gather in public to light up
at 4:20 p.m. The phrase “420” is a code
for marijuana users, who work it into
dating profiles or post it on signs to
show their shared interest.

Though it used to be a celebration
held with a certain level of furtiveness,
the rapidly expanding legalization of
cannabis means more and more Amer-
icans no longer face significant, if any,
punishment for smoking pot.

“It’s holiday season for cannabis
retailers right now,” said Ryan Smith,
the CEO of cannabis sales platform
LeafLink. “Last year was the biggest
day ever. This year will be the biggest
day ever. And next year will be even
bigger than this year.”

Tens of thousands of people are
likely to gather in Denver for the larg-
est 420 celebration, filling hotel rooms
and packing restaurants during what
would otherwise be a quiet time of the
year. Before the event, dozens of com-
panies offered tours and arranged vis-
its to commercial growing operations,
aimed at tourists who flew in to par-
take in state-legal weed.

Denver’s Mile High 420 Festival this
year features performances by Lil
Wayne and Lil Jon, along with dozens
of food trucks.

“To us, this is a cultural celebration
for a year in a life of cannabis,” said
Kyle Speidell, CEO of the Green Solu-
tion, a chain of 16 marijuana stores in
Colorado. “It gives everybody the op-
portunity to unify at a time when we’re
really ostracized as an industry.”

LeafLink predicted retailers will sell
about $1.17 billion worth of cannabis
products for this year’s 420 celebra-
tions.

The Colorado State Patrol plans en-
hanced patrols around the 420 events.

Stores
anticipate
‘420’ to be
pot payday
Denver’s marijuana-loving
masses light up in public

Trevor Hughes
USA TODAY

“It’s holiday season for cannabis
retailers right now.” 

Ryan Smith
CEO of LeafLink

Last year’s 420 “was the biggest day
ever,” according to LeafLink, which
expects this weekend to be even
bigger. TREVOR HUGHES/USA TODAY
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HOUSTON – Barbara Bush and her
husband, former president George H.W.
Bush, were Houstonians at heart.

They left a lasting impact on the city
they called home for the past six dec-
ades, Rice University political scientist
Mark Jones said.

“If there was a first lady of Houston, it
would be Barbara Bush,” he said. 

Barbara Bush died at her home here
Tuesday. She was 92.

A public viewing is scheduled for Fri-
day at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, a
few blocks from the home where she
and George H.W. Bush lived, followed by
an invitation-only service Saturday.
Later, a motorcade will carry her body
90 miles northwest to the George Bush
Presidential Library Center on the Texas
A&M University campus in College Sta-
tion, near which she will be laid to rest.

Across Houston, people mourned her
passing and celebrated her devotion to
Texas’ largest city. The Bushes moved
29 times during their marriage but set-
tled in Houston in 1959, according to the
National First Ladies’ Library. It was
here that George H.W. Bush began his
career in politics, getting elected to Re-
publican Party chairman of Harris
County in 1962.

Ever since moving here, the couple
have been a regular fixture around town,
shopping at grocery stores or dining at
eateries.

Avid baseball fans, the Bushes regu-
larly attended Houston Astros games,
arriving at Minute Maid Park during
pre-game activities and sitting next to
the owners’ seats behind home plate.
Barbara Bush made it a point to memo-
rize the names of the employees who
helped her to her seat or brought her
peanuts, said Rosi Hernandez, a former
Astros vice president who occasionally
interacted with the Bushes.

Once the game started, everyone
knew better than to bother Barbara: She
meticulously kept score with a score-

card and stayed focused on the game,
Hernandez said. 

Five years ago, she spotted the
Bushes lunching in a cafe. She intro-
duced her 5-year-old daughter, An-
drea, who had a cast on her left arm
from falling off a horse.

Barbara Bush asked Andrea if she
was going to get back on that horse. 

“Yes!” Andrea said. 
“That’s what I wanted to hear!” the

former first lady told her.
At Fuzzy’s Pizza & Cafe on Hous-

ton’s west side, diners could order the
“First Lady Barbara Bush’s Pizza” —
chicken breast, spinach, mushrooms,
artichokes and garlic.

Owner Fawaz “Fuzzy” Hajjar creat-
ed the pizza as a homage to the former
first lady. Barbara Bush would come —
alone or with her husband — hug the
owners and order her namesake pizza. 

The Bushes became good friends
with Hajjar and his wife, Rita. Once,
they visited the Hajjars at their home,
where Hajjar’s mom cooked everyone
a Syrian meal of stuffed artichoke
hearts and hummus (Hajjar is original-
ly from Damascus). 

“Her loss is really big for Houston,”
Hajjar said. “She supported Houston.
She loved Houston. This was her
home.”

Bush was focused on improving
others in the city. The Barbara Bush
Houston Literacy Foundation, started
by her children five years ago,
launched initiatives to deliver afford-
able books to thousands of children
and produced television ads raising
awareness on illiteracy. 

In one of the ads, Bush, dressed in
football pads and eye black smeared
under her eyes, attempted to recruit
Houston Texans star defensive end J.J.
Watt on a literacy mission. “If we’re go-
ing to tackle illiteracy here in Houston,
J.J., we’ve got to get our game faces
on,” she said in the video. After the
shoot, a friendship ensued between
the nonagenarian and the star athlete. 

Tuesday, Watt tweeted his condo-
lences: “Rest In Peace Mrs. Barbara
Bush. You were a beautiful light in this
world and I am forever thankful for
your friendship.”

Texans treasured their
‘first lady of Houston’ 
Bushes were devoted to
community for 60 years

Rick Jervis
USA TODAY

HOUSTON – Barbara Bush was
blunt. To her husband, to her children,
to campaign staffers, to friends. To jour-
nalists, too. 

She was also gracious, and while her
husband was president, they would
host an annual summer picnic at their
seaside home in Kennebunkport,
Maine, for the reporters on duty cover-
ing them. (Full disclosure: It was not the
worst assignment in the world.)

At the picnic in August 1990, when I
was a White House correspondent for
Newsday, I was trying with only moder-
ate success to wrestle my 3- and 5-year-
old sons into behaving. Bush came up to
me, wearing casual garb and a broad
straw hat. “How can you work when you
have young children?” she demanded.

She wasn’t smiling. She wasn’t kid-
ding. She was asking, and she thought I
ought to have an answer. My stam-
mered response clearly wasn’t persua-
sive. If you’re going to have children, she
said, you have an obligation to focus on
them first. 

Barbara Pierce Bush, whose memori-
al service is Saturday, lived a life that
spanned and reflected a social revolu-
tion in opportunities and expectations
for women. She was born just five years
after women won the right to vote in the
USA. She dropped out of Smith College
to wed George Bush when getting mar-
ried and having children was the ex-
pected course for women. Her husband
ended up running for re-election for
vice president against the first woman
nominated by a major party for national
office. Two years before her death
Tuesday, one of her sons sought the
nomination that would have had him
running against the first woman nomi-
nated by a major party for president.

In the White House, Barbara Bush
looked like the most traditional of first

ladies, assuming a grandmotherly mien
and promoting the uncontroversial
cause of adult literacy.

She was succeeded in that job-with-
out-a-description by Hillary Rodham
Clinton, perhaps the least traditional of
first ladies.

Bush at times felt belittled by those
who seemed to dismiss the value and
contribution of women who chose to be
homemakers. “Mrs. Bush, people say
your husband is a man of the ’80s and
you’re a woman of the ’40s. What do you
say to that?” Jane Pauley demanded in
an NBC interview during the 1988 cam-
paign, a question that left her steaming.

When the all-female Wellesley Col-
lege announced she would address the
commencement in 1990, more than 150
students signed a petition protesting
that she wasn’t a suitable role model for

a modern woman. She went anyway.
“At the end of your life, you will never

regret not having passed one more test,
winning one more verdict or not closing
one more deal,” she told them in her
speech — the same point she would
make to me two months later at the pic-
nic. “You will regret time not spent with
a husband, a child, a friend or a parent.”

Bush had a complicated view of femi-
nism. She never expressed regret or
apology for the life choices she made,
and she never stopped believing that
mothers had a responsibility to put their

children first. But she supported the
Equal Rights Amendment when it was a
litmus test for feminists and controver-
sial in the Republican Party. She had
strong opinions and wasn’t afraid to
express them. She was an influential
adviser to both Presidents Bush, hus-
band and son.

In interviews over the past six months
for a biography, she told me her children
and grandchildren were the greatest leg-
acy she would leave the world.

She boasted in particular about the
achievements of her granddaughters.
Several of them are working mothers,
she said proudly.

Washington Bureau chief Susan Page
is the author of The Matriarch: Barbara
Bush and the Making of an American
Dynasty, to be published by Twelve in
April 2019.

Bush had faceted view of feminism

Generations of the Bush family celebrate Christmas with George and Barbara in 2008 at Camp David, Md. Barbara Bush said
her children and grandchildren were her greatest legacy. ERIC DRAPER/GEORGE W. BUSH PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

Susan Page
Columnist

USA TODAY

First lady was powerful presence, but she said family, children should come first 

“How can you work when you have
young children?”

Barbara Bush,
to Susan Page in 1990

VOICES
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Worcester, Mass. 47/31w 49/31s
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USA’s deadliest year 
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792 fatalities.
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STATE-BY-STATE News from across the USA

ALABAMA Birmingham: Police are
asking for help in finding Wesley
Reed, 87, who has been missing for
more than a week, AL.com reports. 

ALASKA Anchorage: Joel Neimeyer,
who coordinated the relocation of
Alaska villages threatened by climate
change, will step down when his term
expires Friday. 

ARIZONA Yuma: The City Council
approved the purchases of a fire truck
and two garbage trucks. 

ARKANSAS Van Buren: Crawford
County has granted pay raises for
officials and county employees.

CALIFORNIA San Diego: A wayward
tortoise that cracked its shell falling
off a 10-foot wall is recovering after
vets used screws, zip ties and den-
ture material to repair it. 

COLORADO Colorado Springs: The
U.S. military has agreed to spend
more than $900,000 to buy water
and take other steps for communities
whose wells were tainted by chem-
icals from Peterson Air Force Base. 

CONNECTICUT West Hartford: A
West Hartford Board of Education
survey asks families what time the
school day should begin for students. 

DELAWARE Wilmington: A former
Virgin Islands pest control manager
faces criminal charges of poisoning
members of a Delaware family.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Chadwick
Boseman will give the keynote ad-
dress at Howard University’s com-
mencement May 12. 

FLORIDA Madeira Beach: A man who
said he was injured when the letter
“o” from a Hooters sign landed on his
foot was charged with insurance
fraud when video showed otherwise. 

GEORGIA Griffin: Aubrey Jayce Car-
roll, who was 15 when he disappeared
two years ago, has been found. 

HAWAII Honolulu: State lawmakers
are appropriating $100 million to
Kauai to help with flood relief. 

IDAHO Boise: An audit found that
Ada County Treasurer Vicky McIn-

tyre used the county credit card to
make personal purchases. McIntyre
says she has paid back the county. 

ILLINOIS Springfield: A former
youth detention site has been re-
opened as a center to help offenders
learn life skills after release. 

INDIANA Terre Haute: Federal in-
vestigators say pilot error caused a
small plane to clip a tree and crash
into a home in 2016. 

IOWA Oakland: The parents of a
16-year-old girl who died in a school
bus fire have filed a wrongful death
lawsuit against the school district. 

KANSAS Kansas City: The state is
taking over 15 private nursing
homes. 

KENTUCKY Frankfort: Health offi-
cials recommend hepatitis A vacci-
nations for those in six counties.
The outbreak includes 311 cases.

LOUISIANA Shreveport-Bossier
City: A drive hopes to collect 1,000
books in the Shreve Memorial Li-
brary’s summer reading program. 

MAINE Augusta: The state auditor
says Maine should stop using feder-
al funds for the Riverview hospital. 

MARYLAND Baltimore: Police say
juvenile arrests in the city are down
compared with last year. 

MASSACHUSETTS Springfield: The
state is owed more than $15 million
by out-of-state drivers who used
the Massachusetts Turnpike with-
out E-ZPass. 

MICHIGAN Flint: A man, 79, was
sentenced to five years’ probation
for embezzling nearly $37,000 from
St. Pius X Catholic Church and
School.

MINNESOTA St. Paul: People in the
trucking and busing industries are
meeting to learn how to respond to
suspected human trafficking. 

MISSISSIPPI Greenwood: City resi-
dents are being urged to open their
homes to the more than 1,000 cy-
clists expected for Bikes, Blues &
Bayous in August. 

MISSOURI Fordland: Officials are
investigating the collapse of a 1,980-
foot TV tower that killed a worker.

MONTANA Missoula: Pearl Jam will
play a “Rock2Vote” concert Aug. 13. 

NEBRASKA Omaha: More than 20
nuns at the Sisters of Mercy are
appealing state Medicaid cuts.

NEVADA Ely: An inmate serving up
to life in prison for kidnapping, rob-
bery and sexual assault has been
stabbed to death in a fight. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE Rye: Fishermen
will gather along the seacoast this
weekend for a beach cleanup. 

NEW JERSEY Trenton: The state’s
judiciary will release a report that
addresses “disturbing” practices at
municipal courts. 

NEW MEXICO Albuquerque: Demo-
cratic gubernatorial candidate Jeff
Apodaca wants to expand the
state’s medical marijuana program. 

NEW YORK Albany: State Senate
Democrats reunited Tuesday for the
first time since a 7-year schism
helped give control to Republicans. 

NORTH CAROLINA Winston-Salem:
A review of cancer misdiagnoses at
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
says three patients had treatments
though they didn’t have cancer. 

NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck: Officials
will dedicate about $1.6 million to
stabilize coal mines in the central
and western parts of the state.

OHIO Cuyahoga Falls: A court ruled
televangelist Ernest Angley did not
violate labor laws in urging church
members to work at his restaurant. 

OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City: Jerry
Drake Varnell, who was accused of
trying to detonate a van at a bank,
was indicted for trying to use a
weapon of mass destruction. 

OREGON Salem: Over 800,000 of
the state’s 2.6 million voters are not
registered with any party.

PENNSYLVANIA Harrisburg: “Able-
bodied” Medicaid recipients would

have to work at least 20 hours a
week, look for a job or do job training
under a bill passed by the House. 

RHODE ISLAND Providence: State
regulators are asking Rhode Island’s
Public Utilities Commission to reduce
proposed rate hikes by National Grid. 

SOUTH CAROLINA Rock Hill: Police
say a man complaining that his pizza
wasn’t delivered slapped a Domino’s
worker and demanded a free pizza. 

SOUTH DAKOTA Sioux Falls: Police
responded to 38 crashes in a two-
hour period of snowfall Wednesday.

TENNESSEE Cleveland: A man has
filed a $5 million lawsuit against the
Bradley County Sheriff’s Office for
injuries sustained from a K-9 deputy.

TEXAS Houston: Twenty-nine ele-
mentary students were taken to the
hospital after two buses had an acci-
dent with a dump truck. 

UTAH Ogden: Jacob Streeper, who
was convicted of sexually abusing
five young girls, was sentenced to at
least 100 years in prison.

VERMONT South Royalton: Investi-
gators say the fire that killed a wom-
an was likely caused by a cigarette.

VIRGINIA Moseley: The company
behind the Magnolia Green devel-
opment was fined more than $56,000
for violating permits. 

WASHINGTON Burien: Deputies say
a man is in critical condition after he
was attacked by two men who were
harassing a homeless man. 

WEST VIRGINIA Lumberport: The
state Department of Environmental
Protection is monitoring a damaged
dam that could fail. 

WISCONSIN Madison: A Taylor
County law enforcement officer is
being prosecuted for releasing rec-
ords of two unsolved murders to the
TV show Cold Justice.

WYOMING Casper: The state’s De-
partment of Transportation says 11
vehicles blew over because of winds
that reached more than 80 mph.

From staff and wire reports 
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OPINION

DAVE GRANLUND, POLITICALCARTOONS.COM

I may be the most biased writer
about plastic on the planet. When I was
growing up, plastic was practically a
sibling.

My father was an executive of Dow
Chemical, then makers of dozens of
kinds of plastic, including the Saran
Wrap most readers have in their kitch-
en. When Dad saw an interesting piece
of plastic, he’d reach out and reverently
feel it, saying, “Hmmmmm, polypro-
pylene,” or “I think that’s linear low-
density polyethylene.”

Though he is long retired from the
plastics-industry consulting firm he
founded, his love affair continues. He
wasn’t the guy who gave one word of
advice to Benjamin Braddock in The
Graduate, but he could have been. 

As a kid, I bristled when plastics
turned into environmental enemy No. 1.
My dad was no planet-hater. Back
then, the fear was that plastic was over-
running our landfills and we were run-
ning out of places to put trash. Those
fears turned out to be overblown, and
the outcry has largely died off.

This weekend, another plastic story
is going to be on front pages and news-
casts across the country. Earth Day’s
theme is “End Plastic Pollution.” And
the picture-ready poster children for
the problem are giant floating trash
piles in the middle of our oceans.

As the Earth Day Network puts it in
its “Plastic Pollution Primer and Action
Toolkit,” the problem is vast: “These
huge concentrations of plastic debris
cover large swaths of the ocean; the one
between California and Hawaii is the
size of the state of Texas. … If nothing
changes in our plastic consumption
habits, by 2050 there will be more plas-
tic in the oceans than there are fish.”

The images are pretty ghastly. What
is the answer this Earth Day, according
to the network? “The most important
step we can take to limit the amount of
plastic pollution that makes its way
into our oceans is to reduce the amount
of plastic we consume in the first
place.” The group then suggests we all
audit our own plastic use and cut back

on our plastic bags, straws and bottles,
among other sins against nature.

But before Americans get too
worked up about this latest blight on
the reputation of plastics, there are a
few facts about those vast piles of plas-
tic floating in the ocean that you might
not have heard: 

❚ They aren’t made of plastic bags
and straws; they’re mostly made of
abandoned fishing equipment.

❚ The second biggest contributor
wasn’t man throwing things away, but a
tsunami striking Japan and sweeping
all kinds of things out to sea.

❚ While thousands of tons of the
plastic floating out there were thrown
away, they weren’t thrown away here.
Asia is home to five out of the five big-
gest plastic polluters.

❚ Oh, and banning things such as
single-use plastic bags and straws isn’t
among the best solutions to stopping
the pollution of our oceans, but setting
vast amounts of waste plastic on fire is.
Seriously.

Don’t take my word for it.
It was the peer-reviewed journal Sci-

entific Reports that revealed the “Great
Pacific Garbage Patch,” in the words of
National Geographic, is “mostly aban-
doned fishing gear” and debris from the
tsunami that hit Japan in 2011.

Plastic-loving David Mastio isn’t the
guy who says Asian countries are de-
stroying the world’s oceans. The envi-
ronmental activists at Ocean Crusad-
ers point the finger at China, Indonesia,
the Philippines, Vietnam and Sri Lanka
as the countries that dump the vast
majority of plastic in our oceans.

It isn’t the plastics industry that says
burning old plastic for energy and get-
ting developing countries to do a better
job of putting trash in landfills are bet-
ter ideas than plastic bag bans. It is the
Ocean Conservancy.

It would be great to “End Plastic Pol-
lution,” as the Earth Day folks advocate,
but while we do it, let’s keep the facts
straight and keep one thing in mind:
“Most advances of human society over
the past century have been facilitated
by the use of plastics.”

I didn’t say that. The peer-reviewed
scientific journal Reviews on Environ-
mental Health did.

David Mastio is the deputy editorial
page editor of USA TODAY. 

Even on Earth Day,
plastic isn’t evil
Fishermen are the ones
destroying our oceans

David Mastio
USA TODAY

YOUR SAY

People who conduct business out of
their homes should be praised for their
business and personal fortitude. How-
ever, if they are forced to collect individ-
ual state taxes, “there will be an app for
that,” or some reasonable way for them
to do it without lawyers and accoun-
tants. It will be an extra burden but not
one that will put them out of business. 

States need the income, and it’s not
fair that brick-and-mortar stores
(which already bear the costs of huge

overheads) should also be the only ones
who must be less competitive because
others do not charge sales tax. I think
it’s so wrong for a consumer to go to a
store, handle the merchandise, grill the
salesperson with technical questions,
and then leave the store to “think about
it” when, in fact, they go home and order
it online to save a few bucks. Do the right
thing. Collect the sales tax and be a big
boy like the rest of them. If you are a
consumer and intend to purchase on-
line, stay out of the store. 
Thomas Reeber 
Livingston, Texas

Online stores need to pay taxes, too
LETTERS
LETTERS@USATODAY.COM

WANT TO COMMENT? Have Your Say at
letters@usatoday.com, @usatodayopinion on
Twitter and facbook.com/usatodayopinion. Com-
ments are edited for length and clarity. Content
submitted to USA TODAY may appear in print,
digital or other forms. For letters, include name,
address and phone number.

A historic record — more than nine
years without a single fatality on a U.S.
airline — was shattered in a split sec-
ond this week by an engine that ex-
ploded midair on a Southwest Airlines
flight, spewing shrapnel through a win-
dow and killing one passenger.

That accident, and a troubling 60
Minutes report Sunday citing an un-
usual spate of midair incidents on Alle-
giant Air, raise a troubling question:
Has complacency become a danger to
air safety? 

Years without fatalities and a new
generation of safer jetliners might have
lulled the industry and its regulator, the
Federal Aviation Administration, into a
false sense of security. 

Airline arrogance and lax oversight
have had disastrous consequences in
the past. 

In 1996, a ValuJet plane plunged into
the Florida Everglades, killing 110 peo-
ple and revealing a virtual collapse of
safety regulation. (One of ValuJet’s
founders and officers is now the CEO of
Allegiant.) And in 2000, an Alaska Air-
lines crash that killed 88 revealed that
the FAA had “failed miserably” in polic-
ing the airline.

No one — not airlines nor the FAA —
wants to go there again. Both should be
wary of signs that burst into sight this
week. 

Take Tuesday’s Southwest incident,
which could have been far worse if not
for the pilot’s heroic efforts to land the
plane safely. “Engine failures like this
should not occur, obviously,” said Rob-
ert Sumwalt, chairman of the National
Transportation Safety Board.

But they have occurred, not once but
twice on 737s flown by Southwest, de-
spite the airline’s otherwise impecca-
ble safety record. 

In August 2016, an engine exploded
in midair when a fan blade snapped,
sending debris into the plane’s outer
skin, leaving a gash in the fuselage. No-

body was hurt. The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board found signs of
“metal fatigue” on the blade, which
should have spurred more meticulous
inspections.

It didn’t, despite a recommendation
from the engine’s maker that airlines
using certain of these CFM56 engines
conduct ultrasonic inspections to look
for cracks. Last August, the FAA pro-
posed similar inspections but never fi-
nalized its directive. Until now. 

It should not have taken nearly two
years and a death for the FAA to act.

Concerns about complacency were
compounded by the 60 Minutes report
that Allegiant — a profitable, fast-
growing low-cost carrier — had “an
alarming number of aborted takeoffs,
cabin pressure loss, emergency de-
scents and unscheduled landings” over
a 22-month period ending last October.

Three Democratic senators are de-
manding answers from the FAA about
its safety oversight, with one calling for
an investigation of its handling of Alle-
giant. 

As USC aviation safety expert Mi-
chael Barr pointed out: “The lack of an
accident is not an indicator of how safe
an airline is.”

TODAY'S DEBATE: AVIATION

Our view: Has complacency
become a danger to air safety?

Investigators examine the damaged
Southwest jet. NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION

SAFETY BOARD VIA GETTY IMAGES

At Allegiant, we are very proud of
our strong safety record. Safety is at the
core of our operation — every team
member, every flight, every day. A re-
cent story called into question the safe-
ty of our airline and the effectiveness of
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
oversight. Sadly, this one-sided and ir-
responsible piece has caused some
concerns for the traveling public.

Some facts:
Since 2001, we have flown nearly

90 million passengers on more than
700,000 flights.

Our most recent FAA audit found no
systemic issues, and the few minor is-
sues found were addressed immediate-
ly by our team of professionals. Since
then, the FAA’s continuous evaluations
have not identified any significant is-
sues with our current operation. 

In 2015, we were unhappy with the
number of reliability issues we experi-
enced, which inconvenienced our cus-
tomers. These are issues that happen
with every airline. 

In response, we are modernizing our
fleet and have invested in technology,

training and personnel to build for the
future. We have a safety culture today
that is ingrained in every Allegiant
team member.

My family and I fly on Allegiant. Pi-
lots, flight attendants and other team
members fly on our planes every day,
without hesitation. They do so because
they know that every Allegiant team
member values safety above all else. 

Nothing less is acceptable.
The most current release from the

Department of Transportation shows
that Allegiant is a leader in reliability,
with the second-lowest rate of
cancellations among all U.S. carriers.
Further, per Flightstats.com, every
month from October to March, Alle-
giant ranked first or second for the low-
est rate of cancellation among major
U.S. airlines.

Our work is never done when it
comes to your safety. We are proud of
our record and thankful for the words
of support received from our family of
passengers for whom we have made
travel possible.

Maury Gallagher is chairman and
CEO of Allegiant.

Opposing view: We are very
proud of our safety record 
Maury Gallagher 
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I’m a resident of Arizona, and I live
approximately 5 miles from the border
with Mexico. Having seen, over the 20
years I’ve been here, a decrease in the
amount of “illegal” traffic, I’m surprised
to read the views of Gov. Doug Ducey. 

First, I’d like to remind the governor
that the “rancher slain by an illegal im-
migrant” may not, in fact, have been
slain by an illegal immigrant. The per-
son who murdered the local rancher has
yet to be charged. Also, Ducey could

have deployed the Arizona National
Guard to the border at any time before, if
he felt my safety was at risk. If it’s so
dangerous here, why didn’t he act before
now? If he wanted to wait for federal
funds to pay for the deployment, maybe
my safety isn’t really all that important.
Melanie A. Mouras
Hereford, Ariz.

Ducey is a hypocrite on border security
LETTERS
LETTERS@USATODAY.COM
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We’re looking for
American-made
products from you.
Apply today for our
U.S. Manufacturing
Open Call Event.

Apply Online atWalmart-JUMP.com
Application Deadline: May 4, 2018
Event Date: June 13, 2018
Event Location: Walmart Home Office

Bentonville, AR

At Walmart, we’re committed to investing an additional
$250 billion in products that support American jobs by 2023.

“At Walmart, we believe we have the
ability to support you in a way that
no other retailer can...and so we do.”
-Greg Foran, President & CEO, Walmart U.S.
Walmart’s 2017 Open Call

Find out more about our American jobs initiative
at walmart.com/americanjobs.
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of adults say they conserve 
energy to save the planet while 

42% do so to save money.

58%

INDEX CLOSE CHG
Nasdaq composite 7238.06 y 57.18
S&P 500 2693.13 y 15.51
T-note, 10-year yield 2.92% x 0.05
Oil, light sweet crude $68.29 y 0.18
Gold, oz. Comex $1346.80 y 4.40
Euro (dollars per euro) $1.2337 y 0.0040
Yen per dollar 107.41 x 0.15
SOURCES USA TODAY RESEARCH, MARKETWATCH.COM
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THURSDAY MARKETS

P&G BUYS MERCK HEALTH
BRANDS FOR $4.2 BILLION

German pharmaceutical and chemical
company Merck says it has agreed to
sell its global consumer health busi-
ness to Procter & Gamble for $4.2
billion. The deal means Cincinnati-
based Procter & Gamble acquires a
business that saw 6% organic sales
growth from 2015 to 2017. Merck
products include nutritional supple-
ments for pregnant women, cod liver
oil capsules and back pain balm.

‘FEARLESS GIRL’ MOVING TO
NEW SPOT AWAY FROM BULL

The “Fearless Girl” statue near Wall
Street that has become a global sym-
bol of female
can-do busi-
ness spirit will
be moved from
her spot facing
the “Charging
Bull” to a loca-
tion by the New
York Stock Ex-
change. The
ponytailed girl
in a windblown
dress became a
tourist magnet
last spring
when the art-
work popped
up confronting the famous bull. State
Street Global Advisors, the firm that
installed the “Fearless Girl” statue in
March 2017, said Thursday that it will
be moved by the end of the year.

30-YEAR MORTGAGE RATE
RISES SLIGHTLY TO 4.47%

Long-term U.S. mortgage rates
climbed upward this week, slightly
worsening affordability for home-
buyers. Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac
said Thursday that the average rate on
30-year, fixed-rate mortgages rose to
4.47% from 4.42% last week. 

KRISTEN VISBAL

MONEYLINE

tomorrowsleep.com

Transform Your Tomorrow
365-Day Risk-Free

in Home Mattress Trial

SAN FRANCISCO – Of all the information Facebook collects about

you, nothing is more personal than your face. ❚ With 2.2 billion

users uploading hundreds of millions of photos a day, the giant

social network has developed one of the single-largest databases

of faces and — with so many images to train its facial recognition

software — one of the most accurate. ❚ The question of whether

you should let Facebook save your face is gaining in urgency as it

moves to expand its deployment of facial recognition, rolling it

out in Europe, where it was scrapped in 2012 over privacy con-

cerns and scanning and identifying more people in photos.

At the same time, the giant social
network is attempting to quash ef-
forts to restrict the use of facial rec-
ognition in the U.S., from legislation
to litigation. And consumer groups
are asking the Federal Trade Com-
mission to investigate Facebook’s
widening use of the technology.

The biggest threat to Facebook’s
collection of facial recognition data
is a class-action lawsuit in Califor-
nia brought by three Illinois resi-
dents who are suing Facebook under
a state law, the Biometric Informa-
tion Privacy Act, one of only two in
the nation to regulate commercial
use of facial recognition. 

This week, a California federal
judge ruled the case could proceed,
potentially exposing Facebook to
billions of dollars in damages. 

Facebook is reviewing Monday’s
ruling, spokeswoman Genevieve
Grdina said in an emailed state-
ment. But the company believes the
kind of facial recognition it performs
is not covered by the Illinois law.

“We continue to believe the case
has no merit and will defend our-
selves vigorously,” she said. 

Should people trust Facebook
with one of their most sensitive data
points which, unlike a credit-card
number, can’t — or at least can’t eas-
ily — be changed? 

Distrust over how Facebook
treats its customers’ personal data
has jumped after 87 million users
had their data pilfered by Cam-
bridge Analytica, the British politi-
cal firm with ties to Donald Trump’s
2016 presidential campaign.

A survey taken after Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s congres-
sional testimony last week showed a
sharp decline in public confidence.
Some 27% of respondents agreed

with the statement, “Facebook is
committed to protecting the privacy
of my personal information,” down
from 79% in 2017, according to think
tank the Ponemon Institute.

Most forms of tracking target the
technology you use. Cookies on your
computer. Digital fingerprints your
browser leaves behind. GPS on your
smartphone. What makes this tech-
nology different: It tracks the most
identifiable part of your body. 

“You can delete cookies, you can
change browsers and you can leave
your smartphone at home,” says fa-
cial recognition expert Alvaro Be-
doya, executive director of George-
town Law’s Center on Privacy &
Technology. “But you can’t delete
your face, and you can’t leave it at
home.”

Facebook’s facial recognition
technology analyzes photos and
videos to create a unique “template”
to identify you. The technology is a 

GETTY IMAGES

SHOULD YOU LET

FACEBOOK SAVE

YOUR FACE?

Jessica Guynn USA TODAY

Facial recognition is used by major
tech companies around the world.
JOERG KOCH/AP

See FACEBOOK, Page 2B

Smartphones have forever changed
our lives. They also have forever
changed the experience of the high
school ritual of going to the prom.

And it doesn’t stop with those epic
promposals. 

There is the flurry of texts to orga-
nize dinner. Perhaps calling an Uber. A
FaceTime chat with the parents (who
are probably tracking their prom-
goer’s location by GPS). And then, of
course, the social media: Instagram
stories, Facebook updates, Snaps,
tweets.

In this era, documenting the prom
has perhaps become as important for
teens as the prom itself. But being bur-
ied in your smartphone instead of
rocking out on the dance floor — is it
becoming too much? Are high-school-
ers so focused on what to post on
Snapchat they’re not enjoying the mo-
ment?

With events such as prom, the in-
tense focus on the phone can mean
missing chances to socialize in person.
Michael Krefft, 17, a senior who attends
high school in Chicago, said while at
prom, he noticed students focused
more on getting Snaps or other pic-
tures instead of soaking up the scene.

“I think we’re more worried about
getting it on our Snapchat and having
others see what we’re doing for the
simple fact of not necessarily showing
off, but showing that ‘Hey, I’m here do-
ing fun things, and I want to kind of
brag about it,’ ” Krefft said.

At St. Francis High School in Moun-
tain View, Calif., smartphones are a
no-no at school dances. The one ex-
ception is prom. At the school’s junior
prom last weekend, students were al-
lowed to use their smartphones to take
pictures — but any students spotted
sitting down using their smartphones
were asked to put them away.

“We explain to the kids that social-
izing is a big deal,” said Margaret Mil-
ler, dean of students at St. Francis.
“We want you to socialize, but we want
you to be present to each other.”

Ana Homayoun, a school consult-
ant and author of the book Social
Media Wellness: Helping Tweens and
Teens Thrive in an Unbalanced Digital
World, said in many social situations,
teens’ smartphones can act as a shield.

“They pull it out when they’re wait-
ing rather than having that uncomfort-
able silence or that moment of antici-
pation before somebody starts a con-
versation or they think of something to
say,” Homayoun said.

For teens,
smartphones
are a prom
party crasher 
‘Enjoy what’s going on,’
some high-schoolers urge

Brett Molina
USA TODAY

Focusing on the phone can cause you
to miss out on socializing. GETTY IMAGES

See PROM, Page 2B
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INDIANAPOLIS – Federal inspectors
say they found dozens of rodents and
poor worker hygiene at a North Carolina
chicken farm operated by an Indiana
egg producer that last week recalled
more than 200 million eggs.

Inspectors found “unacceptable ro-
dent activity” and dirty equipment at
the Rose Acre Farms egg operation in
Pantego, N.C., during visits from March
26 to April 11, according to a U.S. Food
and Drug Administration report. They
also noted employees touching dirty
floors, equipment and their bodies
without washing their hands.

The unsafe conditions allow “for the
harborage, proliferation and spread of
filth and pathogens,” inspectors said.

The inspectors’ observations in the
report included:

❚ Dozens of live and dead rodents, in-
cluding baby mice, in chicken houses
and manure pits. 

❚ Employees skipping steps in the
cleaning process by wiping off deter-
gent before allowing it to soak in the
eggs. 

❚ Condensation dripping onto crack
detectors, egg graders and other pro-
duction equipment. 

❚ Water pooling on floors and forklift
pathways. 

❚ Grimy, dirty floors, pallets and
equipment. 

❚ Farm workers touching dirty equip-
ment and trash cans as well as their
face, hair and “intergluteal cleft,” mean-
ing their butts, before touching eggs or
handling equipment that touches eggs
without washing hands or changing
gloves.

In an emailed statement, Seymour-
based Rose Acre Farms said the inspec-
tion report “is based on raw observa-
tions and in some cases lack proper
context.”

“It’s unfair to be judged on the farm’s

operation without proper perspective or
a chance to formally respond to an in-
complete representation of a massive
facility that houses more than three mil-
lion hens,” the company said. 

The company said it will make public
its response to the inspection, which is
due April 26. 

“Until then, we would urge everyone
to wait until all the facts are presented
before rushing to judgment,” the com-
pany said.

The company, one of the nation’s
largest egg producers with 17 facilities in
eight states, announced Friday it was
voluntarily recalling more than 200 mil-
lion eggs because of possible salmonel-
la contamination. It was the country’s
largest egg recall since 2010.

The FDA said at least 23 illnesses
have been reported. The eggs were dis-
tributed to consumers in Colorado, Flor-
ida, New Jersey, New York, North Caro-
lina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vir-
ginia and West Virginia.

FDA spokesman Peter Cassell de-
clined to comment specifically about
the Rose Acre Farms inspections but

said the facility must correct the is-
sues before the next inspection or face
repercussions. Consequences could
include product seizures or, in a more
serious step, shutting down the facil-
ity. 

Cassell encouraged shoppers not to
assume that they are not exposed to
the recall because they are not geo-
graphically near the states where
cases have been reported.

“Consumers should look for the
brands and the lot numbers we pro-
vided,” he said. “We want to make sure
that people are getting the right infor-
mation.”

The recall involved eggs sold under
the brand names Country Daybreak,
Crystal Farms, Coburn Farms, Sun-
shine Farms, Glenview and Great Val-
ue. Also included were eggs sold at
Walmart and Food Lion stores.

The cartons were stamped with
plant number P-1065 and the Julian
date range of 011 through 102.

The company’s Hyde County Egg
facility in North Carolina produces 2.3
million eggs a day.

Egg farm faulted for filth,
rodents, unsanitary workers
Company has recalled
more than 200M eggs 

Vic Ryckaert 
and Holly V. Hays
The Indianapolis Star
USA TODAY NETWORK – INDIANA

Rose Acre Farms said some of the findings “lack proper context.” The company
urged people to wait for all facts before “rushing to judgment.” DEBBIE WILSON

There’s no argument that the smart-
phone has changed how today’s teens
interact. With social media, hanging
with friends goes beyond school
grounds, extending to nearly all hours of
the day and night.

As a result, critics have raised con-
cerns whether smartphones are ulti-
mately good for teens’ mental health.
Last year, researchers from San Diego
State and Florida State universities
found nearly half of teens who spent
five or more hours in front of screens
daily experienced thoughts of suicide or
prolonged periods of hopelessness or
sadness.

Kaia Opalinski, 17, a junior from Dela-
ware, said she spent her prom having
fun with friends, only using her phone
to take pictures or talk with family.
“There is a certain place and time to use
a phone,” Opalinski said. “When I’m in
the company of others, especially my
friends, I tend to stay off and enjoy
what’s going on.”

Nic Nash, 18, a senior who attends
high school in Little Rock, feels the same
way about using his phone. He said he’ll
answer a text or take a Snap but would
rather spend time hanging out with
friends during prom.

“When I’m with people, I like to inter-
act with them, build memories with
them,” Nash said. “Nothing is more
valuable than personal connections.”

Prom can become a high-anxiety ex-
perience for teens, Homayoun said, and

parents should have more compassion
for teens having new experiences with
the layer of documenting it online. “We
haven’t really given them the guidance
and tools they need to start reflecting
and making good, intentional, behav-
ioral choices,” Homayoun said.

Homayoun also advises teens to
“figure out your why” when deciding
whether it’s worth using your smart-
phone. “There is a difference between
capturing a moment versus just spend-
ing the entire time taking different
poses because it prevents you from ac-
tually interacting.”

At the same time, smartphones and
online technology are a key way teens
communicate. 

For Opalinski, smartphone use is all
about balance. “It’s OK to pull it out
sometimes but not consistently.”

Critics have raised concerns whether smartphones are ultimately good for teens’ mental health. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Prom
Continued from Page 1B

shortcut that scans photos to suggest
names of friends to tag.

The company says it has no plans
to make people’s facial recognition
data available to advertisers or out-
side developers. But the more Face-
book can glean from users’ photos
about their interests, activities and
social circles, the more precisely it can
target advertising.

Facebook says it has tight control
over its database of people’s likeness-
es. Even if someone were to obtain a
“template,” it does not function like
other face recognition systems.

“When we provide our biometric
information to Facebook, we don’t
know where that information is go-
ing,” Electronic Frontier Foundation
senior attorney Jennifer Lynch said.
“Facebook says: ‘Trust us to keep it
safe.’ But Facebook has shown time
and time again that it makes the
wrong choices when it comes to pro-
tecting users’ data.”

Facial recognition, sometimes
called faceprinting, is used by major
technology companies around the
globe. Apple last year replaced its fin-
gerprint reader with a camera that
uses your face to unlock the iPhone. 

In December, Facebook expanded
the scope of its technology with the
announcement that it would let users
know when someone posts a photo of
them, even if they aren’t tagged in it.
The tech informs you if someone uses
a photo of you in their profile picture
to help detect impersonations. It also
makes it possible for the visually im-
paired to have screen readers tell them
who’s tagged in friends’ photos.

What may seem harmless — allow-
ing Facebook to create an impression
of your face — can be more telling than
some people think. And soon it could
reveal even more, including the state
of your health, privacy experts say.
The technology is becoming so so-
phisticated that Facebook can recog-
nize people in photos and videos even
if their faces are obscured, picking up
clues from posture and body shape.

“This technology is powerful in a
way that our society isn’t really used
to,” Bedoya says.

On Wednesday, Facebook an-
nounced changes to how it asks users
for permission to collect their per-
sonal data — including facial recogni-
tion data — to comply with strict new
European privacy rules coming next
month. Facebook says it has made it
easy for users to understand their
choices and to turn off the facial rec-
ognition feature, but critics say the
process is rigged to nudge them not to.
It’s on by default; users need to go into
settings to turn it off.

Privacy experts have been sound-
ing the alarm over the potentially in-
vasive uses of facial recognition for
years as cameras proliferate and the
technology advances. 

Consumers frequently don’t realize
their faces can be scanned and con-
nected to their identity including in-
come, education, demographics and
other data, according to the ACLU. 

In fact, very little is known about
how extensive these practices already
are. There is no federal law governing
the use of facial recognition technol-
ogy, and only two states — Illinois and
Texas — regulate it.

During his testimony on Capitol
Hill, Zuckerberg said Facebook is
committed to getting “affirmative con-
sent” from users for sensitive technol-
ogies such as facial recognition. 

Yet Facebook has aggressively
pushed back against limits that states
have considered imposing on com-
mercial uses of facial recognition, ac-
cording to the Center for Public Integ-
rity, an investigative non-profit.

Of legislation that would have cre-
ated new privacy protections for facial
recognition proposed in 2017, all failed
but one, and then only after the scope
was limited, according to the group.
Facebook keeps its fingerprints off the
bills by relying on trade groups for
stealthier pushes on legislation that
would hand users more control over
how their likenesses are used, the
Center for Public Integrity said, citing
interviews with lawmakers and rec-
ords. Facebook declined to comment.

The law requires companies to get
permission from consumers before
collecting biometric data such as fin-
gerprints, iris scans and images of
faces. Now, just as the company is em-
broiled in a potentially costly class ac-
tion, Illinois lawmakers are consider-
ing an amendment that would sub-
stantially weaken the law. Facebook
denies having lobbyists or outside
groups advocate on its behalf. But it
has tried to get the 10-year-old bio-
metric law changed before.

Facebook
Continued from Page 1B
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Consumer discret. 104.04 -0.33 +1.8% +5.4%
Technology 67.14 -0.75 +1.7% +5.0%
Energy 73.65 +0.09 +9.6% +1.9%
Industrials 75.93 -0.21 +2.9% +0.3%
Financials 27.87 +0.42 +0.8% -0.1%
Health care 82.53 -0.70 +1.4% -0.2%
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Utilities 50.76 -0.03 +2.0% -3.6%
Consumer staples 51.35 -1.53 -0.3% -9.7%
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ProShs Ultra VIX ST UVXY 14.92 +0.33 +2.3% +46.1%
SPDR S&P O&G ExpPdtn XOP 38.98 -0.08 -0.2% +4.8%
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Silver (troy oz.) 17.22 17.23 -0.01 -0.1% +1.0%
Soybeans (bushel) 10.37 10.42 -0.05 -0.4% +9.0%
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Frankfurt 12,567.42 12,590.83 -23.41 -0.2% -2.7%
Hong Kong 30,708.44 30,284.25 +424.19 +1.4% +2.6%
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American Express (AXP) 102.37 +7.22 +7.6 +3.1
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Pro� t climbs as cardholders spend in � rst quarter.

Climbs on better-than-expected � rst-quarter earnings.

Posts revenue growth, shares rise premarket.

Stock touches all-time high as company reports earnings.

Stock retains early gain on earnings call.

First-quarter earnings beat highest estimate.

Stock moves higher early after sales beat.

Positive industry note, shares retain premarket gain.

Favorable political environment in strong sector.

Back at April’s high in favorable political atmosphere.

Stock falls most in decade on soft gadget sales.

Stock downgraded on signs of slowing growth.

Disappointing peer data pushes shares down.

High cost of equipment rentals hits margin in � rst quarter.

Shares dip after soft peer forecasts.

Stock fails to make up early fall on analyst day.

Stock falls another day on weak peer sales data.

Disappointing peer forecasts push shares lower.

Negative industry atmosphere, shares fall premarket.

Stock nearly erases month’s gain on weak peer data.

ALL THE MARKET ACTION IN REAL TIME
MARKETS.USATODAY.COMAMERICA’S MARKETS

Got a spare quarter-million bucks sit-
ting around? 

If you’re a 65-year-old couple retiring
this year you’ll need even more than
that to cover health care and medical ex-
penses throughout retirement, accord-
ing to Fidelity Investments’ annual cost
estimate.

Fidelity estimates it will cost a couple
$280,000 to cover their health care
costs in retirement, up 2% from last year
and 75% since its 2002 estimate of
$160,000. The math assumes a couple
retires at 65 and is eligible for Medicare.
The cost for care for males in retirement
is an estimated $133,000, while the tab
for women, who tend to live longer than
men, is $147,000. 

“Covering health care costs remains
one of the most significant, yet unpre-
dictable, aspects of retirement plan-
ning,” said Shams Talib, executive vice
president and head of Fidelity Benefits
Consulting. “It’s important for individ-
uals to ... take steps while working to en-
sure they are prepared to address these
costs. Otherwise, people risk having to
dip into more of their savings than origi-
nally anticipated.”

The financial pain could be more
acute for Americans who retire early. Fi-
delity recently polled 1,000 people be-
tween 50 and 64 who have retired in the
past three years and found that while al-
most all had some form of health insur-
ance, 36% were paying $500 a month or
more in health care premiums.

When early retirees were asked how
they were paying for out-of-pocket pre-
miums, co-pays and insurance plan de-
ductibles, about half (49%) said they
were “dipping into personal savings.”

WHAT TO WATCH

Retirees face
medical bills
of $280,000
Adam Shell
USA TODAY
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A memo to holders of gift cards from
Boston Store, Younkers and other out-
lets in the chain of bankrupt Bon-Ton
Stores Inc.: Get to the cosmetics
counter, men’s department or furniture
section sooner, rather than later.

In fact, go now, Consumers Union
senior staff attorney Christina Tetreault
suggests. 

“Run — don’t walk — to use your gift
card,” she said. 

Courts often allow retailers to con-
tinue to accept gift cards after a bank-
ruptcy filing — and plenty of retailers
have filed lately — but they’re not re-
quired to do so, Tetreault said. That po-
tentially can leave gift-card holders
waiting in a long line of companies and
individuals with claims against a bank-
rupt company, perhaps with little
chance of receiving more than pennies
on the dollar.

Court documents indicate the liqui-
dators who submitted the winning bid
for Bon-Ton in a bankruptcy auction
Tuesday will honor gift cards for at least
the first 10 days of the going-out-of-
business sales across the chain’s more
than 200 remaining stores.

Still, promptness is advisable.
“I always believe if you can get them

honored, use them as soon as possible,”
bankruptcy attorney Timothy Nixon of
Milwaukee law firm Godfrey & Kahn
said.

Jerad Albracht, spokesman for the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection, said
there are no specific regulations that
oversee a business closure, so consum-
ers who have outstanding cards are ad-
vised to use them as soon as possible.

As for any Bon-Ton warranties on
previous purchases, forget it.

“They’ll be worthless,” said Mar-
quette University Law School profes-
sor Ralph Anzivino, whose teaching
areas include creditor-debtor law and
business bankruptcy.

“Those warranties have no value,”
he said. “They’re converted into a
claim, an unsecured claim.”

Even before the auction of Bon-Ton
to liquidators, the company — using a
different firm — was conducting go-
ing-out-of-business sales at 42 of its
weakest-performing stores. So far,
three clearance centers and one de-
partment store have closed, but all 42
are slated to be shut down by the end
of April.

The start of the going-out-of-busi-
ness sales for the rest of Bon-Ton’s lo-
cations has not been announced. The
companywide liquidation sale is ex-
pected to run 10 to 12 weeks but could
last as long as until Aug. 31.

Bon-Ton operates co-headquarters
in Milwaukee and York, Pa. Along with
Boston Store and Younkers, it operates
stores under the Bergner’s, Bon-Ton,
Carson’s, Elder-Beerman and Her-
berger’s brand names.

Better use your Bon-Ton
gift card now, experts say
Rick Romell
and Paul Gores
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

Bon-Ton’s liquidation sales could last
until late August. CHARLES KRUPA/AP

The two black men arrested at a
Philadelphia Starbucks last week,
speaking out Thursday for the first
time, said they hope the racial-bias in-
cident that sparked a furor and calls
for boycott will result in change.

“It’s not just a black people thing.
This is a people thing,” Rashon Nelson
said in appearing with Donte Robinson
on ABC’s Good Morning America. “And
that’s exactly what we want to see out
of this, and that’s true change. ... Put
action into place.”

They said the case, in which store
personnel ordered them to leave as
they waited for a friend without buy-
ing food or drinks, is about basic fair-
ness.

“Rules are rules, but what’s right is
right and what’s wrong is wrong.
That’s in any situation whether there’s
race involved or anything,” Robinson

said. “I want to make sure that this situ-
ation doesn’t happen again, so what I
want is for ... young men to not be trau-
matized by this and instead motivated,
inspired.”

The pair arrived at the coffee shop in
the Center City neighborhood of down-
town Philadelphia at 4:35 p.m. Thurs-
day for a 4:45 p.m. meeting about a real
estate deal they’d been working on for
months, according to the interview. Nel-
son asked to use the bathroom but was
told it was for paying customers only, so
the two men sat down to wait for the
business associate. An employee then
came over to ask if they wanted to order
anything, but because they had bottled
water with them, they declined. The 911
call was placed at 4:37 p.m.

Robinson said the police officers
didn’t read them their Miranda rights.

“It didn’t really hit me what was going
on, that it was real, until I’m being dou-
ble-locked and my hands are behind my
back,” Robinson said.

“It’s not just a black people thing. This is a people thing,” said Rashon Nelson,
left. He and Donte Robinson, right, were arrested April 12 in Philadelphia. AP

2 men arrested at Starbucks
hope it inspires ‘true change’ 
Zlati Meyer
USA TODAY
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Almost every time I give a
speaking engagement, a wan-
na-be entrepreneur approach-
es me with a great idea for a
new small business.

Often, it’s a new product.
Sometimes it’s a new kind of
service or an innovative app.

What they all have in com-
mon is the “this-can’t-fail” en-
thusiasm. But how do you
know if your idea for a small
business — or one day maybe a
big business — is any good? 

By keeping the following
five things in mind, you’ll get a
better insight about whether
your idea has what it takes to
succeed. 

1. An idea isn’t enough

Nobody pays the rent just by
coming up with ideas. No mat-
ter how good your idea is, suc-
cess is a matter of execution. Is
your idea one that you can
build a business on, and are
you willing and able to do so? 

Businesses take hard work,
persistence, cash manage-
ment, etc. Solid business oper-
ations beat great business
ideas every day of the week.
An idea is just an idea until you
do something with it. Execu-
tion is key.

2. You don’t need a great
new idea to be successful

Lots of people who want to
own a small business think
they need a new idea. In fact,
most good, profitable busi-
nesses are developed from ex-
isting, rather mundane ideas.

Yes, it may have taken a Levi
Strauss to invent blue jeans,
but you can have a profitable
online e-commerce store sell-
ing jeans without coming up
with anything particularly
new or exciting. 

Most of us don’t want huge,
multinational businesses. We
just want solid, profitable
companies. 

3. Your idea can be too
new 

“It’s easier to get a piece of
an existing market than to cre-
ate a new one.” That was the
advice of my old friend and
mentor, Eugene Kleiner, ven-
ture capitalist, founder of
Kleiner Perkins Caufield &

Byers and one of the “Traitor-
ous Eight” that are considered
the founders of Silicon Valley.

Kleiner often preferred in-
vesting in companies that
were “second” because creat-
ing a new market is risky, diffi-
cult, time-consuming and ex-
pensive. 

Remember, the person or
company who first invents a
new product or service spends
a lot of time and money figur-
ing it all out. They work out the
kinks, find suppliers, build a
market. You can take advan-
tage of their experience — usu-
ally quite legally — by coming
in after them, especially if you

offer improvements. 
You’ll find it much easier

and cheaper to get established
if there’s already an infrastruc-
ture — such as suppliers, dis-
tributors, trade organizations
and so on. 

4. “Make sure the dog will
eat the dog food”

That’s another “rule” from
Kleiner that’s quoted often
when it comes to evaluating
new ideas or new products.

What Kleiner meant was
that no matter how good your
ideas appear to be, you have to
make certain customers want

your product or service. 
Entrepreneurs, especially

those creating new products or
new technologies, often be-
come so excited about the
product that they aren’t fo-
cused on the realities of their
market. Before sinking a for-
tune in a new endeavor, get out
there and test whether cus-
tomers respond. 

5. A really bad idea is
deadly

While a good idea doesn’t
guarantee success, a really bad
idea is almost certain to lead to
failure. 

Yet some of these ideas do
get launched, even raising mil-
lions of dollars in funding,
such as the company that cre-
ated Juicero, a pricey, Inter-
net-connected juice press that
delivered juice pouches to cus-
tomers. 

No one wanted to shell out
$400 for a gadget that just
squeezed juice out of a packet,
a job you could do as well with
your own hands. 

No matter how well you run
a business, you can’t make
money selling something peo-
ple don’t want to buy. 

There’s an old saying, “Suc-
cess is 90% perspiration, and
only 10% inspiration.” I’d say
that’s giving inspiration too
much credit. 

Rhonda Abrams is the au-
thor of “Six-Week Start Up,”
just released in its fourth edi-
tion. Connect with her on Face-
book, and Twitter through the
handle @RhondaAbrams. Reg-
ister for her free business tips
newsletter at PlanningShop-
.com. 

The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this column are the
author’s and do not necessarily
reflect those of USA TODAY.

5 ways to tell if your business can succeed
Small Business
Rhonda Abrams

USA TODAY 
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MAKE SURE YOUR AUCTION
PROFESSIONAL IS AN

MEMBER

Find An Auctioneer at Auctioneers.org

GEO-THERMAL HOME
— Wallkill —
Ulster City, NY

Online Auction
Ending 4/25 @ 1:01PM
Opening Bid $795,000!
6100+sqft house, 16.56+/-ac,
guest house, paddock, barn,

30’ deep stocked pond
AARauctions.com

To view more Classified listings,
visit: www.classifieds.usatoday.com

BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

HEALTH / FITNESSFOR THE HOME

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY

FOR THE HOME

FINANCIAL SERVICES

RENT OUR MONEY
Your Project or Loan
Gets Approved Fast

888-857-8157
www.DepositCapital.com

Never Been Done Before

$28,000 IN DAYS
NOT WEEKS

Not MLM, No Selling, No Explaining,

800-506-1695

CBD/Hemp Oil
Make Money in Hottest Wellness Trend

Forbes Predicts Product Sales
To Hit $1 Billion in 3 Years!

FREE TO JOIN
IN PRE-LAUNCH
www.EarnWithHemp.com

or call 1-860-248-4000

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN SEARCH OF

NOTICES

GREAT OPPORTUNITY
20% INSURED COLLATERALIZED, $1,159

P&I 48 Months $38,000 INSURED
Multiple Transactions Available
Award Winning Management

Excellent-Rental Returns
Get Paid No Matter What!

917-617-5445

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MARKETPLACE

BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS

FREE BOOK:
Get Paid When Our Phone Rings!
Over $104 million in commissions
already paid out. The perfect home

business. Low start-up cost.
100% money-back guarantee.

Call (800) 265-4578
for recorded message.

(Use Invitation Code: 418)
Affiliate Opp.

I WANT TO HELP YOU
CHANGE YOUR LIFE

1-800-394-8067
Visit My Website To See How

www.7575754186.com
Direct marketing opp.

BELOVED
I Wish Above All Things

That Thou Mayest Prosper
And Be In Health

Even As Thy Soul Prospereth
YES! MLM!

1-800-809-9887

INVEST $20K. GET UP TO
$127 MILLION

All Potential: Dot.com boom 2018.
Get paid for 10 years

307-459-6142

www.800a1.com

STUDY THE BIBLE
For FREE 8-lesson course

Church of Christ, Box 8453, Falls

Church, VA 22041 888-949-2176

www.gracewords.org

ROANOKE VA NEAR LAKE
Mtn Views = $425k = 6.5A
3 BR Home + 2 BR Rental

WWW.WILLOWROCKS.NET

Best Online Business
We are the number one online business

for entrepreneurs , professionals
and retirees. Let me show you how a
simple system and incredible products
have allowed me and so many others
to earn multiple six and seven figures

CALL 877-407-3049 (24 hrs)
or visit us at

masterwealthplan.com

Income Success
A Business Opportunity that is

driven by the Product which
literally sells itself- that includes

sitting back and collecting a
continuous Residual income.

Professional Sales Team will
close your sales.

CALL 800-743-3438 (24 hrs)

5K To 10K Per Month!
PT From Home

In A Multi-Billion $$ Industry
Simple Proven System

Call 800-901-0245 LM

BIBLE ANSWERS
Why should I read the Bible?
Visit: www.verseinthebible.org

WORK FROM HOME
or have a DISCOUNT STORE
Very Easy Repeat Business

Please visit:

TOWELS-SCRUBS.COM

QUALITY BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Established Assisted Living Facility

114 Beds, in Maryland
Great Income Source

561-523-1149

Request for Qualifications (RFQ) -
E&I Cooperative Services, Inc. invites the

submission of sealed responses for:

RFQ# 683409 for Building and Construction
Management Services - At Risk (CMAR)

Responses will be received until 1:00 pm ET on
May 10, 2018 at E&I Cooperative Services, Inc.,

2 Jericho Plaza, Suite 309, Jericho, New York 11753-1671.
RFQ Documents may be obtained by contacting Bob

Solak at bsolak@eandi.org.

E&I is committed to developing mutually
advantageous business relationships with minority,

women, disabled, veteran and service disabled
veteran-owned businesses.

LIONBBQ.COM

Premium
Grilling
Carts
Premium grills
stacked with
options and
designed for the
ultimate grilling
experience

Powerful
$ Automated $
Money System

You can earn $500+ per day!!
working from home or on the beach

Your own Digital Franchise
www.1kDailyCash.com

1-800-931-7137

ATTENTION
BIG THINKERS
Make up to $3500
Over and Over!!
www.globalcouchpotatocash.com

Direct Marketing Opp.

YOU MUST CALL US NOW:

800-804-8248

INVOKANA MEDICATION
WARNING

ATTENTION THIS IS AN IMPORTANT
MESSAGE FOR ANYONE THAT HAS

TAKEN THE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
INVOKANA, INVOKOMED OR INVOKOMED

XR FOR THEIR DIABETES. IN MAY
2017, BASED ON THE FACTS OF TWO
CLINICAL TRIALS, THE FDA ISSUED

A HEALTH ADVISORY WARNING THAT
THESE DIABETES MEDICATIONS

INCREASE THE RISK OF AMPUTATION
OF THE LEGS AND TOES. IF YOU OR
YOUR LOVED ONE HAVE TAKEN THE

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION INVOKANA,
INVOKOMED OR INVOKOMED XR FOR

YOUR DIABETES.

IVC FILTER WARNING
THE FDA HAS ISSUED AWARNING TO ALL IVC FILTER PATIENTS.

THESE IVC FILTERS MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURIES.
IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE HAD AN IVC FILTER IMPLANTED

YOU MAY BE ENTILTED TO FINANCIAL COMPENSTATION
THERE ARE NO FEES UNLESS YOU GET A SETTLEMENT

CALL NOW FOR A FREE LEGAL CONSULTATION
Call now: 800-340-1530 (24/7)

DROWNING IN CREDIT CARD
DEBT?

Struggling to make minimum payments
Owe $10,000 or more?

Call for our debt reset program!

CALL TODAY: 800-478-7009

SALES
OFF?

Pick up the phone
and call Kim Ridgeway.

I can help you get more busi-
ness FASTER!

Call Kim 1-800-397-0070

To advertise in USA TODAY,
call: 1-800-397-0070

To advertise, call: 1-800-397-0070

ATTENTION
BIG THINKERS

Powerful Cash Leveraging Club
marketing the #1 commodity in 2018

Go to:
www.turbopaylinesreviews.com

Prepaid Metal
Master Card

Improve Credit & Earn
Residual Income.

www.managemoney.cash
678-768-9375
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to that promises to “introduces basic
principles of technology in a fun way”
and teach very simple programming.

One possible cause of concern is the
cardboard itself; I fret about its long-
term durability. And you have to be care-
ful removing various pieces off the per-
forated cardboard sheets. Depending on
the project, there are other items to keep
track of — rubber bands, washers, stick-
ers — and the game card you must insert
into the Nintendo Switch.

You also might have to charge your
Switch in the middle of everything,

which can be frustrating.
The first thing Sam and I built togeth-

er was a simple cardboard housing for
one of the Switch’s removable “Joy-Con”
controllers, a project that didn’t take
long and was more of an exercise to get
us comfortable with Labo.

We then moved on to create the
aforementioned car, placing both Joy-
Con controllers into compartments in-
side this cardboard vehicle so that it
could move wirelessly via touch con-
trols on the Switch display. The car took
about 15 minutes to build and brought
joy to Sam. The vehicle even has a cam-
era — that is, there’s an infrared camera
on one of the controllers. From the
screen on the Switch, we could see what
the car saw as it drove along our floor.

Building the fishing rod proved to be
more difficult — somehow, we couldn’t
seem to match up the cardboard pieces
with the diagrams on the Switch screen
and wondered if we had inadvertently
removed a piece we shouldn’t have. But
that didn’t stop us from starting on an
even more ambitious exercise, the robot
project, Sam’s favorite challenge. We

won’t finish the project ahead of this re-
view, but Sam is eagerly pressing on.

Meanwhile, as a parent, I think Nin-
tendo has struck the right tone for kids.
The onscreen instructions supply en-
couragement (e.g.: “Push it through the
opening as far as it will go. (It might be
difficult, but you can do it.”))

Sam and I appreciated that you can
easily manipulate the touch screen to
view animated instructions from differ-
ent angles and easily rewind or skip
ahead as necessary. 

The good news for Nintendo, I sup-
pose, is that lots of people already own
the Switch, which Nintendo said at the
end of last year was the fastest-selling
home video game in U.S. history. As of
December, U.S. sales of Switch were
north of 4.8 million units; Nintendo has
sold more than 10 million units world-
wide. Labo gives some families a good
reason to purchase a Nintendo Switch
and others another reason to use the
one they have.

Sam’s final grade reflects his enthusi-
asm: “I think it’s going to be the hottest
new craze.”

11-year-old gives Nintendo Labo high marks
But box of do-it-yourself
fun doesn’t come cheap

Sam Baig plays with Nintendo Labo, which marries Nintendo’s Switch system with a cardboard building set. USA TODAY

Personal Tech
Edward C. Baig

USA TODAY

If Nintendo is going to make a splash
selling the creative Nintendo Labo card-
board gaming kits that become avail-
able Friday, Labo must appeal to grade-
schoolers such as my 11-year old son
Samuel, not to mention dads and moms.

Judging by Sam’s high praise, Nin-
tendo has a hit on its hands. 

“Good job, Nintendo,” Sam told me.
“Nintendo is amazing. It’s addictive.”

At the same time, while Sam was en-
gaged as we built and subsequently ran
a remote-control car made of card-
board, I can’t predict if his enthusiasm
will wane over time. 

Given a choice to play with Labo or
with his smartphone, he chose the latter
on two separate occasions. But he also
pushed me to play after finishing his
homework one evening. And told me he
wanted to play again the next night. 

Nintendo Labo is a bit difficult to pi-
geonhole, but think of it as a first-of-its-
kind product that marries Nintendo’s
Switch portable video gaming system
with pieces of cardboard that a child can
bend and fold into various so-called
“Toy-Con” projects, including a minia-
ture piano (that can play real notes),
fishing rod and robot. 

You get to make the toys guided by
helpful step-by-step animations that
appear on the required Nintendo
Switch. Then, after creating the toys,
you have the satisfaction of playing with
them and along the way can discover
how the tech comes together.

None of this comes cheap. The re-
quired Nintendo Switch lists for
$299.99, and the Labo cardboard is pri-
cey too: $69.99 for a variety pack with
five projects, or $79.99 for the robot kit.

Labo isn’t likely to turn your kid into a
coding whiz, and there isn’t what I’d call
an overabundance of education. But
you and your youngsters will get a
healthy dose of do-it-yourself enrich-
ment, and there is a “Toy-Con Garage”
mode that neither Sam nor I graduated

The bottom line:
Nintendo Labo

$69.99 or $79.99, www.nintendo.com

Pro: Engaging projects let kids build,
play, learn and have fun. Excellent in-
structions help them construct the
projects.

Con: Requires Nintendo Switch, so
overall investment is expensive. Card-
board is fragile.

SAN FRANCISCO – Cars and trucks
contribute nearly a third of the nation’s
greenhouse gases, according to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

If that pains you, Lyft is offering a
salve. Starting Thursday, the pollution
produced by every vehicle on Lyft’s
platform will be offset by a self-imposed
carbon tax, co-founders John Zimmer
and Logan Green announced in a blog
post on Medium. 

That payment is expected to run “in
the millions” of dollars this year and will
go toward a variety of U.S.-based initia-
tives working to reduce levels of carbon
dioxide scientists say play a key role in
global warming, Lyft President John
Zimmer told USA TODAY.

“This isn’t just about buying (carbon)
credits to feel good about yourself, it’s
about investing in projects that other-
wise wouldn’t happen, whether it’s a
wind farm in Oklahoma or reducing
emissions from an auto parts plant in
Michigan,” he said. “And this is just the
beginning.”

Carbon credits, also referred to as
carbon offset, are a tool that allows com-
panies that produce greenhouse gases
to offset that carbon dioxide production
by financially supporting projects that
emit very low or no emissions. 

While Lyft remains a distant second
to Uber in the ride-hailing game, the
company has made gains — largely by
presenting itself as a feel-good outfit
with a conscience — since Uber’s annus
horribilis last year, which saw co-foun-
der Travis Kalanick removed in the
wake of cultural and business scandals.

For example, Lyft has a feature that
allows riders to round up their fare to the
nearest dollar and donate the difference
to charity. And the company always has
allowed riders to tip drivers; Uber added
that feature last year as part of an initia-
tive aimed at repairing its often frac-
tious relationship with drivers.

Last fall, Lyft hit 500 million rides to-
tal, which compares to Uber’s 5 billion to
date. But Uber has a presence in dozens

of countries, while Lyft has focused its
efforts largely on the U.S., with recent
inroads into Canada.

Dubbed the Green Cities Initiative,
Lyft’s carbon credit move comes on the
heels of the company joining We Are
Still In, a group started last year by for-
mer New York mayor Michael Bloom-
berg and California Gov. Jerry Brown
that has rallied 2,600 signatories who
support continuing to meet environ-
mental goals laid out by the Paris Cli-
mate Accord. President Trump pulled
the U.S. out of the accord last year.

Currently, EPA chief Scott Pruitt is
working to roll back Obama-era tighter
mileage standards in favor of automak-
ers. “Irregardless of politics, we’d have
done this (tax), but it does highlight the
importance of taking action,” Zimmer
said. “We want to show that companies
can do good, financially, by their em-
ployees and for their customers.”

In the blog post, Zimmer and Green
pay tribute to early environmentalist
mentors — including Ecology of Com-
merce author Paul Hawken, who recent-
ly joined Lyft as an advisor on green
matters — and noted that a third-party
administrator, 3Degrees, will be allocat-
ing Lyft’s millions. 

Green said the carbon tax would be
levied based on mileage driven and not
cars on the road. According to the EPA,
burning 1 gallon of gasoline creates
roughly 20 pounds of carbon dioxide.

While Zimmer was keen to talk about
Lyft’s ramped-up focus on leveraging its
growing platform to try and offset some
of the negatives created by transporta-
tion, he also weighed in on two hot-but-
ton topics facing his industry.

After a self-driving Uber car killed a
pedestrian in Arizona last month, de-
bates have surfaced over whether au-
tonomous technology should continue
to be tested on public roads.

“That was a tragedy, and everyone
should take pause,” Zimmer said. “Self-
driving cars have the promise of cutting
into the roughly 100 deaths that happen
every day in the U.S., but it’s not appro-
priate to bring tech to market before it’s
ready.”

Lyft plans to fight global
warming with carbon credits
Marco della Cava
USA TODAY
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NOTE Through April 18.
SOURCE Basketball-reference.com
ELLEN J. HORROW, JANET LOEHRKE/USA TODAY

9,211
LeBron James’ 
career playoff 
minutes, 
trailing only 
Tim Duncan’s 
9,370 for most 
in NBA history.

FIRST WORD

Coach Popovich - I join the
NBA family and countless fans

across the country who are think-
ing of you, Jill, and Micky tonight
as you mourn the loss of your Erin.

Former president Bill Clinton on Twit-
ter about the death of Erin Popovich,
wife of San Antonio Spurs coach
Gregg Popovich. She died Wednesday.
According to the San Antonio Express-
News, she had a long battle with a
respiratory illness. The team said
Gregg Popovich was not coaching
Thursday’s playoff game against Gold-
en State.

NOTABLE NUMBERS

55 Points by Jazz guard Donovan
Mitchell in his first two playoff

games after scoring 28 Wednesday,
eclipsing the NBA rookie record of 53
set by Michael Jordan in the 1984-85
season, according to Elias Sports Bu-
reau.

34/35 Pregame and 
postgame ages

for the Twins’ Joe Mauer and Zach
Duke after Minnesota defeated the
Indians 2-1 in 16 innings. The game
that started Wednesday night lasted 
5 hours, 13 minutes, ending at 12:23
a.m. Thursday. The two were born 
April 19, 1983.

TWEET OF THE DAY

@BrunoMars
Sending love and prayers to Bruno
Sammartino’s family. He was such a
gentleman when I met him & really
meant a lot to my father & I. RIP

Entertainer Bruno Mars who, accord-
ing to Billboard, was nicknamed Bruno
by his father in honor of the wrestler
Bruno Sammartino, who died this
week at 82.

LAST WORD

I can’t imagine what Coach
Popovich is going through,

but I am lifting up prayers you and
your family”

The Warriors’ Stephen Curry on Twit-
ter about the death of Gregg Popov-
ich’s wife.

POPOVICH BY BENNY SIEU/USA TODAY SPORTS

SPORTSLINE

Former cyclist Lance Armstrong
has agreed to pay $5 million to the fed-
eral government to settle the govern-
ment’s civil fraud lawsuit against him
just weeks before the case was sched-
uled to go to trial with nearly $100 mil-
lion at stake, Armstrong’s attorney
confirmed Thursday to USA TODAY.

As part of the settlement, Arm-
strong also will pay $1.65 million to
Floyd Landis, his legal enemy and for-
mer cycling teammate. Landis’ attor-
ney, Paul Scott, confirmed Landis and
his legal team will receive $2.75 million
total from the deal, including $1.1 mil-

lion of the government’s $5 million re-
covery from Armstrong as the whistle-
blower who brought this case to the gov-
ernment’s attention in 2010.

The Justice Department issued a
statement Thursday saying, “No one is
above the law.” The trial was scheduled
to begin May 7 in Washington, D.C.

“A competitor who intentionally uses
illegal (performance-enhancing drugs)
not only deceives fellow competitors

and fans, but also sponsors, who help
make sporting competitions possible,”
said a statement from Chad Readler,
acting Assistant Attorney General for
the Justice Department’s Civil Division.

The federal government had sued
Armstrong in 2013, a few months after
he admitted to extensive use of perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs and blood
transfusions. The government filed the
suit on behalf of the U.S. Postal Service,
which paid $32.3 million to sponsor
Armstrong’s cycling team from 2000-
04.

Armstrong said in a statement he’s
happy to have “made peace with the
Postal Service,” whose jersey he wore at
the height of his fame in pro cycling.

Former cyclist Armstrong reaches 
$5M settlement with government
Brent Schrotenboer
USA TODAY

As part of a civil
settlement, Lance
Armstrong has agreed to
pay $1.65 million to
Floyd Landis, his former
cycling teammate.

The NFL schedule for the 2018 sea-
son was set Thursday night, so you can
start circling dates on your calendar.
Potential playoff and Super Bowl pre-
views, scintillating quarterback show-
downs and reunion games are among
the highlights. 

Here are the 10 matchups we’re
most excited to see (in order of date):

49ers at Vikings
Sept. 9, 1 p.m. Perhaps a surprising

inclusion, this game features a few in-

triguing quarterback subplots. Kirk
Cousins signed with Minnesota in
March, though it was once believed he
would reunite with Kyle Shanahan in
San Francisco. Instead, Jimmy Garop-
polo is in charge after joining the Niners
in a trade last October. He impressed in
six games, going 5-0 as a starter, but a
challenge against a stout Vikes defense
should be captivating.

10 games we can’t wait to see 
Lorenzo Reyes
USA TODAY

NFL schedules online
The NFL complete schedule was not
released in time for this edition. Go to
nfl.usatoday .com for full coverage. The
schedule also is planned for Monday’s
USA TODAY print edition.

See MUST-SEE, Page 2C

They won’t be taken out of the game just because the op-
posing lineup is about to get a third crack at them.

That’s one of the certainties of Friday evening’s scintil-
lating matchup between three-time Cy Young Award win-
ners Max Scherzer of the Nationals and Clayton Kershaw of
the Dodgers in Los Angeles.

The metrics-driven Dodgers are known for their reluctance
to allow even effective starters face batters a third time in a
game, relying on stats that indicate trouble tends to lurk in
those situations. But they accord Kershaw the benefit of let-
ting him go deeper into games, given his status as arguably
baseball’s top pitcher.

As for Scherzer? Rookie manager Dave Martinez knows 

Max Scherzer, left, and Clayton Kershaw have both won three Cy Youngs. They’re throwbacks to dominant pitchers who
throw a lot of innings. They face each other Friday. BRAD MILLS/USA TODAY SPORTS

SCHERZER VS. KERSHAW 
L.A. SHOWDOWN HIGHLIGHTS DYING BREED OF ACE
Jorge L. Ortiz
USA TODAY

See ACES, Page 6C

YAMAHAWAVERUNNERS.COM
AFFORDABLE FUN
STARTING AT $6,699

Nowevery turn is
YOUR TURN.
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PERFECT CHO
ICE

2018

SALES
EVENT

WAVERUNNERS AS LOW AS

$99/MONTH
UNTIL PAID IN FULL¹

YAMAHAWAVERUNNERS.COM

&

$500
OFF

UP TO YEARS
GENUINE
YAMAHA
COVERAGE

ON SELECT MODELS
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The printers were massive, Nathan
Shepherd said. Probably 25- or 30-feet
long, whirring as they spit out 50 hot
strips of cardboard in a row — flattened
cartons so sharp they would leave thin
cuts on his forearms.

His job at this MeadWestvaco pack-
aging facility in Toronto was to stack the
folded-down boxes into towers more
than 6 feet high, move them off the line,
bundle them in plastic wrap and get
them ready to be loaded onto trucks.
They were often the future homes of 24-
packs of Coca-Cola, or the beginnings of
a six-pack of beer.

“Bud Light, Miller Light, Corona,
whatever it might be,” Shepherd said

This wasn’t the only job Shepherd
had in his two years away from football,
but it was probably the most difficult.
He said he was working 12-hour shifts,
sometimes overnight from 7 p.m. to 
7 a.m. He was living with his parents in a
suburb of Toronto — biking to work, lift-
ing weights, saving money and waiting
for another opportunity to play football.

Now, a little less than four years later,
he’s emerged as a projected second- or
third-round pick in the NFL draft.

Though he’s a relative unknown even
among football fans, Shepherd has ar-
guably the most winding journey of any
of this year’s prospects. 

He worked full-time at a plant nurs-
ery and electrical construction compa-
ny in British Columbia. He paid his own
way and walked on at Fort Hays State
University, a Division-II school in west-
ern Kansas. And then he kept working,
bouncing at bars after home games and
working other odd jobs to stay financial-
ly afloat.

“The number-one question the NFL
asks (is), ‘Do you love football?’” said
Fort Hays wide receivers coach Al
McCray, who recruited Shepherd. “Read
this kid’s story and you tell me if this kid
loves football or not.”

From nursery to packaging factory

Shepherd didn’t just want to play
football; he wanted to play American
football.

So nearly seven years ago, he decided
to enroll at Simon Fraser University be-
cause it was the only NCAA-affiliated

school in Canada, even though it was
more than 2,700 miles from Toronto.

He redshirted in 2011 and showed
promise in nine games in 2012, but he
had to leave the team — and withdraw
from school — in 2013 because of what
he described as financial issues.

So he did what anyone else would do.
“I started working at a plant nursery,”

Shepherd said.
His brief seasonal job at NATS

Nursery amounted to packing up orders
of potted plants, transporting them on a
dune buggy and loading them onto an
18-wheeler, Shepherd said. 

When winter arrived, he said he
switched to electrical construction,
working on the wiring in new town-
house developments.

Then, a little less than a year after en-
tering the workforce, Shepherd decided
to move back home with his parents to
cut costs. Paul Watkins, a family friend
and personal trainer, said Shepherd was
“broken.”

“His dream was to play football, and
it didn’t work out at Simon Fraser,” said
Watkins, who helps run Football In
Training, a training group outside To-
ronto. “It seemed like that was the end
of football for him.”

But Shepherd said his mindset never
wavered. Even as he picked up shifts at
the packaging factory in April and took
online classes through Northeast Texas
Community College, he was still in the
gym with Watkins, who offered to train
Shepherd for free.

“All the other dreams or passions that
I might have had were things that could
be pursued after football,” Shepherd
said. “Football is a blink of an eye. I’m
like, ‘You’re going to regret if you don’t
go back. So let’s go back and give it our
best shot.’ “

A one-way plane ticket

McCray first got a call about Shep-
herd from a friend who is a junior-col-
lege coach. The school loved him,
McCray’s friend told him, but it wasn’t
prepared to risk a scholarship on some-
one who hadn’t played football in two
years.

McCray watched Shepherd’s two-
year-old film from Simon Fraser and
some video clips on Facebook of the 6-5,
315-pounder lifting weights in Watkins’
gym. It was enough for McCray. He of-
fered Shepherd the chance to walk on at
Fort Hays and pay his own way for a se-
mester, with the chance of earning a
scholarship after that.

Within a few weeks, Shepherd had
purchased a one-way ticket to Hays,
Kansas — population 21,027.

“People talk about, ‘Oh they love foot-
ball, they love football, they love foot-
ball,’ “ McCray said. “This kid ... from To-
ronto ... bought his own plane ticket to
come to Hays, Kansas. Sight unseen.”

Shepherd said he used savings from
the previous two years to cover tuition,
housing, food and international student
fees during that first semester. He also

encountered one unforeseen cost:
health insurance.

“I’d never had to (pay for) that be-
fore,” the Ajax, Ontario, native said.

Shepherd said it didn’t make sense
for him financially to take out student
loans because “there would’ve been a lot
of hoops that I had to jump through” as a
Canadian citizen at a U.S. school. He
didn’t ask his parents for help because
his younger sister, Janessa, was also
getting ready to go to college.

“I felt like if I wanted to pursue this
dream, I needed to be the one to invest
in myself,” Shepherd explained. “And if I
could do that, that’s how I knew it was
real for me.“

As he carved out a role for himself on
the field, eventually earning a scholar-
ship that covered tuition, Shepherd
continued to work random jobs to pay
for food and rent. He got a job on the
school’s custodial staff. He worked the
concession stands at basketball and
volleyball games on campus. He spent
one semester as a resident-assistant.
He moved furniture for cash. And he
even worked security at local bars, con-
cert halls and a dirt racetrack on the out-
skirts of town, sometimes even bounc-
ing after home games.

“It was literally anything,” said Wyatt
Parker, his former teammate and close
friend. “It could’ve been pumping sew-
age and Nate would be like, ‘I’m there.’”

Shepherd juggled his various respon-
sibilities by working as many hours as
he could during the spring and summer,
then scaling back during football sea-
son. He recorded 121⁄2 tackles for a loss
and four sacks last year, earning confer-
ence defensive player of the year honors
despite being routinely double-teamed.

“He kind of looked at football like it’s
a job,” Parker said. 

Unsurprisingly, McCray said, Shep-
herd has prepared for the draft much
like any other employee would prepare
for a job interview. When scouts visited
him, he’d ask for their business cards. If
he knew he was going to be meeting
with a specific scout, he’d research his
or her background.

“Like, who does that?” McCray said.
“That’s Nate. Everything about him is
business.”

Shepherd will turn 25 during his roo-
kie season, making him one of the old-
est prospects in this draft class.

And regardless of when he’s drafted,
he will become just the sixth player from
Fort Hays to make it to the NFL since
1938. 

It will be a moment of validation and
relief, seven years in the making — and
it’s clear he won’t take his new job for
granted.

One player’s unique road to draft
From factory job to
Division II, NFL in
sight for Shepherd
Tom Schad
USA TODAY

For Nathan Shepherd, his shot at playing in the NFL has been a long journey.
GLENN ANDREWS/USA TODAY SPORTS

offensive fireworks that should make
this year’s installment fascinating —
particularly given both squads’ defen-
sive upgrades. Having two of the game’s
top young passers in Wentz and Jared
Goff doesn’t hurt, either.

49ers at Vikings
Perhaps a surprising inclusion, this

game features a few intriguing quarter-
back subplots. Kirk Cousins signed with
Minnesota in March, though it was once
believed he would reunite with Kyle
Shanahan in San Francisco. Instead,
Jimmy Garoppolo is in charge after join-
ing the Niners in a trade last October. He
impressed in six games, going 5-0 as a
starter, but a challenge against a stout
Vikes defense should be captivating.

Patriots at Steelers
These might be the two best teams in

the AFC, so playoff implications are a
virtual given. Throw in last season’s
controversial finish in which Pittsburgh
tight end Jesse James appeared to
snatch a game-winning touchdown
only to have it overturned on replay — it
would count under the newly revised
catch rule — could give this rivalry an
added shot of drama.

Saints at Vikings
A rematch of last season’s thrilling

divisional round showdown — the so-
called “Minnesota Miracle,” in which
Vikes receiver Stefon Diggs won the
game on a walk-off 61-yard TD catch af-
ter New Orleans safety Marcus Williams
failed to tackle him — this figures to be
another back-and-forth battle. These
are both likely playoff teams, so it could
have huge NFC seeding implications
once the season wraps up.

49ers at Seahawks
This one is all about cornerback Rich-

ard Sherman’s return to Seattle to play
his former team. He’s not one to shy

away from expressing his opinion and
will certainly be out to prove the Sea-
hawks were wrong for their decision to
cut him, so look for Sherman to be gun-
ning for a pick of former teammate Rus-
sell Wilson.

Saints vs. Falcons
These teams don’t like each other.

The NFC South was so competitive last
season that an underrated rivalry
shouldn’t disappoint in either of its iter-
ations, which could very well carry
massive playoff implications. And a
Matt Ryan-Drew Brees faceoff — along
with all the dynamic skill position play-
ers on both sides — makes it that much
better.

Cowboys at Texans
Not only is this a battle for bragging

rights in the Lone Star State, it involves
two of the game’s most exciting, young
quarterbacks in Dallas’ Dak Prescott
and Houston’s Deshaun Watson, who’s
coming back from reconstructive knee
surgery. The Cowboys should also enjoy

a full season from Ezekiel Elliott, while
the Texans will be get J.J. Watt back
from another injury-shortened cam-
paign. 

Jaguars vs. Eagles
Finally, the fans in London can feast

on a savory matchup. The Jags are the
UK’s unofficial team, and with their
trash-talking swagger and 2017 trip to
the AFC Championship Game, there has
never been a more exciting time to
watch them. Some questions linger
about whether Jacksonville’s rise was a
fluke, but a test against the defending
Super Bowl champs at Wembley Stadi-
um on Oct. 28 should serve as a fine
measuring stick.

Raiders’ home opener
New (and former) Oakland coach Jon

Gruden has said he wants to bring the
game back to 1998. Well, with his regu-
lar-season return to the Black Hole side-
line after a nine-year hiatus, we’ll get to
see how Chucky plans on shaping his
club’s identity.

Must-see
Continued from Page 1C
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Ford Motor Co. announced this week
that it will field the Mustang model in
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
next season.

The move had been rumored in NAS-
CAR garages for months. Of the three
car manufacturers racing in the Cup se-
ries, Ford has the “oldest” entry in the
Fusion.

In a bit of irony, the Fusion has been
out front much of this season. Ford driv-
ers have won four of the first eight races
leading into Saturday’s Toyota Owners
400 at Richmond Raceway (Fox, 6:30
p.m. ET).

Kevin Harvick, who will be among
Saturday’s favorites, has three of those
victories. He said the three-quarter-
mile track changes from day to night
and from moderate to cool temper-
atures. The race is scheduled to start at
6:30 and temperatures are expected to
range from the high 50s to the mid-40s
during the 400-lap race. (Unlike last
weekend at Bristol, no snow is expect-
ed).

“Richmond is a racetrack where you
have to have a plan,” Harvick said.
“When I say you have to have a plan, you
have to know that it’s going to be 50 de-
grees or high 40s as we go into the night
and into the race. As you go from day-
time practice where it always seems like
the car is pushing, then you’ll go into the
night and the car will start turning bet-
ter. The next thing you know you’re

starting to get loose off the corner.
“You have to anticipate where the

racetrack is going to go because of the
fact the tires wear out so fast. You’re go-
ing to have a certain condition of tight
throughout the practice sessions, the
tires wear out fast and it only seems to
get tighter with the cycles on the tires.
It’s a very difficult place to practice on,
and you have to have a notebook that
tells you what the racetrack has done
consistently over the past few years.”

Adding to the challenge for the rest of
the field is the fact that Kyle Busch
seems to have taken control of the se-
ries. Over the past six races, his finishes
have been second, second, third, sec-
ond, first, first. A victory Saturday — he

has won four times at Richmond —
would give Busch the second “hat trick”
of his Cup career.

Busch has an average finish of 7.4 at
the track, best among active drivers. He
last won at Richmond in 2012.

“We’ve kind of lost a little bit of what
our handle was there a few years ago
when we were really good,” Busch said
of his Joe Gibbs Racing team. “More rule
changes to create parity takes away ad-
vantages, and that kind of knocked us
back a little bit. We haven’t quite figured
out what it takes to get some of that
back.”

Busch came on strong late in the race
to win Monday at Bristol in a race that
stretched across two days because of

weather conditions.
A short preparation week — teams

stayed in Bristol an extra day and they’ll
be racing a day earlier than in most
weeks — probably will strengthen the
advantages of veteran drivers and qual-
ity teams at Richmond.

Denny Hamlin, Busch’s teammate,
has scored three wins at Richmond and
will be racing for his first victory of the
season. He has led 1,653 Richmond laps,
best among active drivers.

Hamlin has run well this season but
has been shut out of victory lane. He fin-
ished third in the Daytona 500 and has
three other top-six runs, but he also has
finished out of the top 10 four times.

Hamlin is among a relatively long list
of key drivers who haven’t won this sea-
son. Among those still looking are Joey
Logano, Brad Keselowski, Kyle Larson,
Kurt Busch, Jimmie Johnson and Chase
Elliott.

Also on the waiting list for a win is
Ryan Blaney, who led early at Bristol but
was caught up in a crash while in front.
He has three top-fives.

Darrell Wallace Jr. created a burst of
excitement late in the Bristol race by
leading six laps in the Richard Petty Mo-
torsports No. 43. It marked Wallace’s
first time in the lead in a Cup race, but he
faded late and finished 16th.

“We are still coming down from Bris-
tol and that roller-coaster ride,” Wallace
said. “We’re a small team but making big
gains on our program. We wish we could
have closed on that deal, but we’re
headed to Richmond.”

Scheduled to make his Cup debut this
weekend is Xfinity Series regular Daniel
Hemric, who will drive a Richard Chil-
dress Racing Chevrolet.

NASCAR

Kyle Busch tries to match Harvick 
Busch going for third win
in a row at Richmond

Mike Hembree
USA TODAY

Kyle Busch has had a great start to the season and will be driving for his third
win in a row this week. MICHAEL SHROYER/USA TODAY SPORTS

Hershel McGriff Jr., 61, is scheduled
to drive in the multi-race program at
Tucson Speedway in Arizona on May 5.

For those who might be surprised
that a 61-year-old will be driving a race
car, consider this: Also racing at Tucson
that night will be Hershel McGriff Sr.,
Hershel Jr.’s 90-year-old father.

The number is not a misprint.
McGriff turned 90 in December and
plans to race in two 100-lap races as part
of the K&N Pro Series West schedule at
Tucson.

McGriff has not yet been approved by
NASCAR to compete at Tucson. He is
scheduled to have an on-track test this
week.

McGriff, who last raced in 2012, has a
notable motor sports history. Among
other accomplishments, he drove in the
first Southern 500 NASCAR Cup Series
race in 1950 at Darlington Raceway, won
the Pan American cross-Mexico race
(also in 1950) and scored four Cup series

victories in the 1950s.
McGriff was named one of NASCAR’s

50 greatest drivers in 1998 and has been
nominated for the NASCAR Hall of Fame
several times.

A longtime resident of Oregon who
now lives near Tucson, McGriff’s racing
roots go back to the early days of NAS-
CAR. He works out regularly and looks

younger than his years, but, racing at
90? Really?

“How many guys are driving at my
age?” McGriff asked. “I don’t know any-
body. I was 84 the last time I raced, and I
was going pretty strong. I feel about the
same now. Nobody would know how old
I am unless somebody tells them. I try to
keep up with the group.”

McGriff says he’s racing at Tucson, a
three-eighths-mile paved oval, because
he got an offer he couldn’t refuse. Bill
McAnally, who owns several cars that
run in the West Series and is a longtime
friend of McGriff’s, offered the driver a
one-race ride as a “gift” for his 90th
birthday.

“It’s a birthday present,” McGriff
said. “How can I turn that down? There
are a lot of young kids in the series now,
but I think I’ll be able to keep up with
them.”

McAnally, whose current West Series
driver lineup includes 16-year-old Hailie
Deegan, said he is happy to provide a car
for McGriff and added he isn’t con-
cerned about a “very senior” citizen
competing.

“He’s not trying to win a bet or im-
press a girl,” McAnally said. “It’s some-
thing he wanted to do. It’s been a while
since he raced, but he’s working out and
getting ready.”

Will this be McGriff’s last race?
Probably, he said, but he’s not willing

to make a definitive retirement state-
ment.

“Why do I need to say that?” he
asked. “If I don’t say it, then I’m open to
anything.”

90-year-old driver set to run in 2 Tucson races
McGriff has been around
since NASCAR’s infancy

Mike Hembree
USA TODAY

Hershel McGriff Sr. is hoping to drive in a NASCAR regional series race this year
at 90. STEVE DYKES/2009 GETTY IMAGES FOR NASCAR PHOTO

AUTO RACING

Winning a race in the Verizon Indy-
Car Series has never been more difficult.
That’s the biggest takeaway from the
first three events of the 2018 campaign,
said a man with 32 career victories on
his résumé.

“Right now is the most competitive,
talented group of drivers the series has
seen,” said Will Power, who sits ninth all
time in Indy car triumphs. “When you
look at how (Alexander) Rossi has come
on and the rookies who are here this
year, guys like (Robert) Wickens and so
on, it just gets harder. It gets harder and
harder, and the common body kit I think
was a really, really good idea. … To win
and be on the pole these days, you’ve
just got to get it so right.”

Three different teams have invaded
victory lane, as no one seems to own an
edge. That being the case, it wouldn’t be
the least bit surprising to find another
new team in the winner’s circle come

Sunday’s Honda Indy Grand Prix of Ala-
bama (3:30 ET, NBCSN), though that’s
not how I see things unfolding. Here is
what I think:

The standings foretell a fascinating
year. You want competitive balance?
After three races, six different teams oc-
cupy the top six on the leaderboard: An-
dretti Autosport (Rossi), Team Penske
(Josef Newgarden), Rahal Letterman
Lanigan Racing (Graham Rahal), Dale
Coyne Racing with Vasser-Sullivan (Se-
bastien Bourdais), Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports (James Hinchcliffe) and
Chip Ganassi Racing (Scott Dixon).

“You have talent across the entire
board,” Rossi said. “I think it creates a
very good show for the fans, and … it de-
mands perfection and it demands us to
be on top of our game.”

Rossi keeps clicking on all cylin-
ders. It’s hard to imagine a better start

to the 2018 campaign for the budding
superstar. Three races and three podi-
ums, and twice (Phoenix, Long Beach)
he’s easily been the fastest man on the
track. Heading into Barber, he’s a strong
bet to make it 4-for-4 in podium finish-
es. Not only do driver and team looked
locked in, but Rossi has shown a recent
penchant for road and street courses. 

“He’s definitely what I’d call the
standout of the field right now in every
respect,” Power said. “I mean, even
when we saw him at Phoenix on the
oval, as well.”

Simon Pagenaud’s nightmare
needs to end. For as good as Rossi’s
start has been, that’s how bad it’s been
for the 2016 champion. A slip in pit lane
cost him a top-five finish or better at
Phoenix before Rahal’s first-lap blunder
cost him the whole race at Long Beach.
Immediately afterward, Rahal apolo-
gized to Pagenaud for the mistake, but it
was likely of little solace to Pagenaud,
whose IndyCar-leading streak of races
completed came to an end at 22. 

Fortunately for Pagenaud, he has
reason for optimism heading to Ala-
bama. Not only is he a former race win-
ner there, but Penske looked strong in
the mid-March open test. Though the
test was abbreviated because of weath-
er, Penske teammate Newgarden paced
the field, while Power and Helio Castro-
neves (preparing for his Indy return) ran
second and third. Pagenaud was ninth,
but considering his car has had pace so
far this season, he has every reason to
expect a bounce-back this weekend.

Power wins the Grand Prix of Bar-
ber. The Penske superstar checks all the
boxes as a likely victor. He’s won at Bar-
ber twice (2011, 2012); he’d be a three-
time winner if not for the flat tire; he’s
sat on the pole four times (2010, 2011,
2014, 2017); he was quick at the March
open test; and he’s been fast all season.

While Penske already has a victory
this year (Newgarden, Phoenix), Power
would be the fourth different winner,
which seems in keeping with how the
2018 season is shaking out.

VERIZON INDYCAR SERIES

Parity at the top of the leaderboard after three races
Jim Ayello
The Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY Network

.

USA TODAY COMMENTARY
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LANCASTER, Calif. – It’s hard to be
miserable in Cancun, especially when
you’re in the Mexican resort city for your
18th birthday, as Brevin White was in
late July. But surrounded by family and
friends, shimmering water and sandy
beaches, White was just that: miserable.

Or uptight, maybe. Stressed. He was
making his family miserable, at least.
The four-star quarterback from Para-
clete High School, located in this charter
city in the Antelope Valley of Southern
California, was constantly checking his
phone in search of updates from his fu-
ture college program of choice — await-
ing word from the head coach that he’d
been accepted into the school, which
would free him to make his non-binding
verbal commitment.

The call came on July 25, with White
in a hotel room joined by his parents and
the coach on speakerphone to break the
news: You’re approved. We’re ready
whenever you want to make the next
step. 

White looked at his parents. Let’s do
it, he said. I want to commit right now. 

Then, in true Cancun fashion, the
family celebrated at Senor Frogs, that
ubiquitous warm-weather chain of par-
ty-hard restaurants.

The school? 
Princeton. 
No, not Southern California or UCLA,

two schools within 90 minutes of Lan-
caster, nor another program along the
West Coast. Not to a program in the Big
Ten Conference, the Big 12 Conference,
any league in the Power Five — White
committed to the Ivy League, which has
produced 15 presidents yet only six first-
round NFL draft picks.

“I finally had the world’s weight lifted
off me,” White said. “A lot of people
aren’t able to pass up on opportunities
that come. It was hard for me to turn
down schools and wait for the right op-
portunity to come and the right school
to come around. But ultimately it did,
and it paid off.”

It already was one of the more dis-
tinctive stories of this or any recent
recruiting cycle: White was a consensus
four-star recruit, one of just a handful at
the position in his recruiting class, and
your random top-flight quarterback
recruit will always go for glitz and glam-
our over an Ivy League institution’s
classical education.

Then Alabama called, and things 

got interesting. 
For another recruit, maybe, a late

scholarship offer from Alabama would
alter the equation in one way — making
the prospect consider the fit, the coach-
ing staff and the opportunity. For White,
the offer led to a question unique to his
recruitment: Do I attend the top busi-
ness school in the country or play for 
the nation’s top football program, may-
be the greatest dynasty in the sport’s
history?

“I committed a while ago, but the
whole story blew up with the whole Ala-
bama thing,” he said. “Nobody just turns
down Alabama like that. If the No. 1 foot-
ball school in the country is after you,
you’re going to show them the love back.
So I was interested.”

The first rush of calls from the Ala-
bama coaching staff began in the week
leading into the Crimson Tide’s match-
up with Clemson in the Sugar Bowl, as
defensive coordinator Tosh Lupoi fol-
lowed up those calls with an in-home
visit with White and his family in early
January. A second visit followed, along
with more calls, and Lupoi persuaded
White to take an official visit to Tusca-
loosa on the first weekend of February.

He was hosted by sophomore Tua Ta-

govailoa, the hero of Alabama’s champi-
onship-game win against Georgia. He
took note of the waterfall, the support
system for academics, the facilities,
even the new dining center currently in
construction. On his first full night on
campus, his mother attended a cocktail
party at the Saban residence and saw
Saban do the “wobble.” White watched
Alabama take on Oklahoma in basket-
ball.

He drew formations and plays for the
Alabama coaching staff. They’d ask for
his favorite play; he’d go up to the board
and map it out. During a dinner hosted
on the suite level of Bryant-Denny Sta-
dium, White, a fan of country music,
was walking past the 50-yard line when
Sweet Home Alabama came on the
loudspeakers. He got chills.

That Sunday morning, White went to
Saban’s home with the six other recruits
on campus and toured the property —
checking out the palatial estate, its bevy
of Mercedes and off-road golf carts. Sa-
ban pulled him aside. We want you to
enroll on Feb. 12, he said, in eight days.

“You’re feeling good about yourself
when you’re driving to the Birmingham
airport,” White said. “My expectations
were as high as expectations could go.

And they still were shattered. Alabama
was just a whole other level.”

It wasn’t the first time White had
been tempted by a scholarship offer. He
was offered before his sophomore year
by Arizona State, where his brother,
Brady, played before transferring to
Memphis, and gave the Sun Devils
heavy consideration. Likewise with
Washington. Minnesota and head coach
P.J. Fleck made a furious push for White
last fall, even drawing a visit for the
Golden Gophers’ win against Nebraska.
Alabama was different, White admitted.

But he stuck with his commitment to
Princeton. After returning home from
his Alabama visit, White mapped out
the pluses and minuses for each school.
Princeton had the education; Alabama
the football program. The Ivy League af-
forded network opportunities; the
Crimson Tide had their straight line to
national championships and the NFL.
He asked himself: What checks the
most boxes for me?

“Brevin is going to be successful
wherever he goes,” Paraclete High
School principal John Anson said.
“What a level-headed, great kid to be
able to put it into perspective like that. I
think he’s really at peace with that. He
could go play anywhere. He certainly
has that skill set. But I think that he real-
ly valued the word that he gave, and he
didn’t want to go back on that.”

White spoke with former Princeton
quarterback Jason Garrett, the head
coach of the Dallas Cowboys, who eased
his nerves in one respect: If you’re good
enough, the NFL will find you. The
league found me, he said. That, com-
bined with the doors opened by a
Princeton degree — White spoke of a
“40-year plan” as a factor in his decision
— convinced him to stick with Prince-
ton.

That’s how this unique recruitment
played out: White will enroll this sum-
mer as one of five quarterbacks on
Princeton’s roster and the only one who
could have gone anywhere, including
the top program in the country, but
chose the Ivy League.

“Both schools are once-in-a-lifetime
opportunities. Not a lot of people get to
visit Alabama, let alone play football
there. Not a lot of people get accepted
into Princeton and get to have that expe-
rience there and play football,” White
said. 

“At the end of the day, it was Prince-
ton. I just knew that Princeton was still
where I wanted to be.”

QB recruit who picked Princeton over Alabama
Paul Myerberg
USA TODAY

Quarterback Brevin White turned down a chance to play at Alabama to play at
Princeton. MICHAEL SULLIVAN/AP

The top offensive tackle prospects
entering the NFL draft:

1. Mike McGlinchey, Notre Dame
(6-8, 309 pounds): He is quite athletic
for his size and played tight end in high
school. McGlinchey is a sound blocker
but should probably add a bit more bulk.
Not a dominant finisher, his best assets
are proper technique and natural form.
He has plenty of experience on both
sides of the line. A two-time captain, he
ought to be a valuable addition to his
next locker room. McGlinchey is a cous-
in of Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan.
Projected: Round 1

2. Connor Williams, Texas (6-5,
320): A relatively short wingspan could
cause some teams to consider moving
him to guard. Perhaps more concerning
was a dip in his play, evident on game
film from 2017. Still, Williams provides
plenty of power and excellent tech-
nique, displaying a solid understanding
of leverage and hand placement to fin-
ish blocks. But he’ll have to quickly
prove he can handle speedy edge rush-
ers to make a living on the blind side at
the next level. Projected: Round 1-2

3. Kolton Miller, UCLA (6-9, 309):
He should reap the benefits after a
strong performance at the scouting
combine. Miller’s tape, however, some-
times shows him struggling against
strong and quick pass rushers, and he
might not have the athleticism — de-
spite his nifty feet — to survive on the
left side in the NFL. Projected: Round
1-2

4. Brian O’Neill, Pittsburgh (6-7,
297): A basketball player in high school,
his football background includes stops
at defensive end and tight end, provid-
ing an idea of the athleticism he brings.
Pitt coaches even used him as a running
back, and O’Neill scored two touch-

downs in his college career. He has pro-
totypical size for an NFL tackle but will
need to get stronger. His best traits are
most evident when he can get into space
and use his mobility to engage blockers
at the second level. What’s concerning,
however, is O’Neill’s tendency to aban-
don his technique when he struggles.
Projected: Round 2

5. Tyrell Crosby, Oregon (6-5, 325):
Injuries limited him to three games in
2017, so there might be some rust to
knock off when he gets to rookie mini-
camp for his NFL team. But Crosby is
strong, boasts long arms (351⁄4 inches)

and offers experience at both left and
right tackle. Projected: Round 2

6. Orlando Brown, Oklahoma (6-8,
360): He labored through one of the
worst combine performances ever, gen-
erating significant concerns about his
subpar athleticism. After running a
5.85-second 40-yard dash and repping
225 pounds 14 times in Indianapolis,
Brown managed only slight improve-
ment to his depressed stock at the
Sooners pro day. Still, he has ideal size
and length — and he used them at times
to compensate for poor technique and
sloppy footwork. If he can redistribute

his weight and take to NFL coaching,
Brown could develop into a solid pro like
his father, Orlando “Zeus” Brown. Pro-
jected: Round 2-3

7. Geron Christian, Louisville (6-6,
318): His 35-inch arms give him the req-
uisite length to fend off pass rushers.
Another former basketball player,
Christian’s footwork is fluid and natu-
ral, and he’s well-balanced in his stance.
Though he played on Lamar Jackson’s
blind side for the Cardinals, Christian
likely projects to start on the right side,
with the potential to eventually blossom
into a reliable left tackle in the NFL.
However, his experience blocking for a
mobile quarterback could serve him
well in a place such as Seattle. And after
snapping to Jackson during their pro
day, maybe Christian can fill in at center
in a pinch. Projected: Round 2-4

Teams in need of offensive tackles

1. Texans: They struck out in their bid
to get Nate Solder in free agency. The
need remains, especially with QB De-
shaun Watson on the mend from knee
surgery, but Houston might have to get
creative given the team’s first pick is in
the third round (68th overall).

2. Browns: With five of the draft’s top
64 picks, ample opportunity to find re-
tired Joe Thomas’ successor.

3. Patriots: With Solder gone, good
chance they use one of their two first-
rounders on a new blind-side sentinel
for soon-to-be-41-year-old Tom Brady.

4. Bills: Besides losing C Eric Wood
and G Richie Incognito to retirement,
Buffalo traded LT Cordy Glenn to Cin-
cinnati to move up the draft board.

5. Jets: They’re certain to take a
quarterback with the draft’s No. 3 pick.
They’ll need to think about protecting
their new franchise passer, though GM
Mike Maccagnan’s next pick doesn’t
come until the third round.

McGlinchey tops charts at tackle
Notre Dame lineman has good technique and could be asset in locker room
Lorenzo Reyes
USA TODAY

Notre Dame’s Mike McGlinchey, a solid blocker, could be the first offensive tackle
to be taken in the draft. BRIAN SPURLOCK/USA TODAY SPORTS
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A week after missing the cut in the RBC Heritage,
Grayson Murray shot an opening 5-under-par 67 to
take the early lead in tough conditions in the Valero
Texas Open on Thursday. 

Murray, a 24-year-old who played at Wake Forest
and Arizona State, had seven birdies and a double bo-
gey on the par-3 seventh hole on the Oaks Course at
TPC San Antonio. Since turning pro in 2015, Murray
has one PGA Tour victory, the 2017 Barbasol Champi-
onship. The tournament, which was in Opelika, Ala.,
last year, is played the same week as the British Open. 

At Hilton Head last week, Murray said he struggled
with poor ball-striking while missing the cut in the
RBC Heritage. He worked on his swing Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday, and it paid off. 

“I’m starting to strike it a lot better,” he said. “Last
week I was hitting one club, I mean I was hitting each
club 10 yards shorter than I normally do, and you can’t
play like that because your caddie is trying to give you
a number and a club and you keep hitting these bad
shots or keep coming up short. 

“I got back to kind of the basics with the setup and

the takeaway, got my club in a better position at the
top, which kind of frees my downswing, then I can
start going at it.”

The wind continued to pick up as Murray’s round
progressed. 

“I was playing with Aaron Baddeley and Graeme
McDowell and it seemed like we all three would kind of
back off of shots and kind of restart,” said Murray, who
teed off at 7:50 a.m. local time. “It was tough to kind of
get over the ball and feel confident that you knew you
had the right club in your hand.”

Chesson Hadley, who also played in the morning,
was one shot behind Murray with a 68. 

Murray, who is ranked No. 108 in the world, has
been inconsistent at times this season, tying for eighth
in the Pebble Beach Pro-Am in February and missing
the cut in his next two starts.

“When I get off, it’s never far off, but it seems like I’m
always searching for something and then I start com-
pensating and then I create a new bad habit,” he said.
“Ball striking for me gives me confidence with every
other club in my bag when it comes to putting or chip-
ping or anything. I know if I hit it well, those parts of
the game are going to be good, too.”

Park leads: Carding four consecutive birdies, Inbee
Park shot 5-under-par 66 to take the early lead in the
LPGA’s Hugel-JTBC Championship in Los Angeles.
Playing alongside Park and Anna Nordqvist, American
Lexi Thompson was among players who shot 68. 

Park, who has 19 career LPGA victories, tied for sec-
ond in the ANA Inspiration, the first major of the sea-
son. Last week she tied for third in the Lotte Champi-
onship. 

Murray rebounds at Texas Open
After struggling at RBC Heritage, 
takes early 1st-round lead with 67

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Grayson Murray shot 5-under-par 67 in the Valero
Texas Open at TPC San Antonio on Thursday.
MICHAEL REAVES GETTY IMAGES
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NBA 

Playoff Glance 
All Times ET 
FIRST ROUND 
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Toronto 2, Washington 0 
Saturday, April 14: Toronto 114, Washington
106
Tuesday, April 17: Toronto 130, Washington
119
Friday, April 20: Toronto at Washington, 8
p.m.
Sunday, April 22: Toronto at Washington, 8
p.m.
x-Wednesday, April 25: Washington at Toron-
to, TBA
x-Friday, April 27: Toronto at Washington, TBA
x-Sunday, April 29: Washington at Toronto,
TBA
Boston 2, Milwaukee 0 
Sunday, April 15: Boston 113, Milwaukee 107,
OT
Tuesday, April 17: Boston 120, Milwaukee 106
Friday, April 20: Boston at Milwaukee, 9:30
p.m.
Sunday, April 22: Boston at Milwaukee, 1 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 24: Milwaukee at Boston,
TBA
x-Thursday, April 26: Boston at Milwaukee,
TBA
x-Saturday, April 28: Milwaukee at Boston,
TBA
Philadelphia 1, Miami 1 
Saturday, April 14: Philadelphia 130, Miami
103
Monday, April 16: Miami 113, Philadelphia 103
Thursday, April 19: Philadelphia at Miami 
Saturday, April 21: Philadelphia at Miami, 2:30
p.m.
Tuesday, April 24: Miami at Philadelphia, TBA
x-Thursday, April 26: Philadelphia at Miami,
TBA
x-Saturday, April 28: Miami at Philadelphia,
TBA
Indiana 1, Cleveland 1 
Sunday, April 15: Indiana 98, Cleveland 80
Wednesday, April 18: Cleveland 100, Indiana
97
Friday, April 20: Cleveland at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 22: Cleveland at Indiana, 8:30
p.m.
Wednesday, April 25: Indiana at Cleveland,
TBA
x-Friday, April 27: Cleveland at Indiana, TBA
x-Sunday, April 29: Indiana at Cleveland, TBA
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Houston 2, Minnesota 0 
Sunday, April 15: Houston 104, Minnesota 101
Wednesday, April 18: Houston 102, Minnesota
82
Saturday, April 21: Houston at Minnesota,
7:30 p.m.
Monday, April 23: Houston at Minnesota, 8
p.m.
x-Wednesday, April 25: Minnesota at Hous-
ton, TBA
x-Friday, April 27: Houston at Minnesota, TBA
x-Sunday, April 29: Minnesota at Houston,
TBA
Golden State 2, San Antonio 0 
Saturday, April 14: Golden State 113, San Anto-
nio 92
Monday, April 16: Golden State 116, San Anto-
nio 101
Thursday, April 19: Golden State at San Anto-
nio 
Sunday, April 22: Golden State at San Antonio,
3:30 p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 24: San Antonio at Golden
State, TBA
x-Thursday, April 26: Golden State at San An-
tonio, TBA
x-Saturday, April 28: San Antonio at Golden

Houston (Verlander 2-0) at Chicago White
Sox (Shields 1-1), 8:10 p.m.
Boston (Pomeranz 0-0) at Oakland (Grave-
man 0-3), 10:05 p.m.
San Francisco (Samardzija 0-0) at L.A. Angels
(Heaney 0-0), 10:07 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Toronto at N.Y. Yankees, 1:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Cleveland at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 6:10 p.m.
Houston at Chicago White Sox, 7:10 p.m.
Seattle at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Boston at Oakland, 9:05 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Angels, 9:07 p.m.
National League 
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 13 4 .765 —
Atlanta 10 7 .588 3
Philadelphia 10 7 .588 3
Washington 9 10 .474 5
Miami 5 12 .294 8

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Pittsburgh 12 6 .667 —
St. Louis 10 8 .556 2
Milwaukee 10 9 .526 2½
Chicago 8 8 .500 3
Cincinnati 3 15 .167 9

West Division
W L Pct GB

Arizona 12 5 .706 —
Colorado 11 9 .550 2½
Los Angeles 8 9 .471 4
San Francisco 7 10 .412 5
San Diego 7 13 .350 6½

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, ppd.
Pittsburgh 10, Colorado 2
Milwaukee 2, Cincinnati 0
N.Y. Mets 11, Washington 5
Atlanta 7, Philadelphia 3
San Francisco 4, Arizona 3, 10 innings
L.A. Dodgers 13, San Diego 4
Thursday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 8, St. Louis 5
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta 
Miami at Milwaukee 
San Francisco at Arizona 
Friday’s Games
Pittsburgh (Nova 2-1) at Philadelphia (Lively
0-1), 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 2-0) at Atlanta (New-
comb 1-1), 7:35 p.m.
Miami (Richards 0-1) at Milwaukee (Chacin
0-1), 8:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Finnegan 0-1) at St. Louis (Wacha
2-1), 8:15 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 0-1) at Colorado
(Gray 1-3), 8:40 p.m.
San Diego (Ross 2-1) at Arizona (Koch 0-0),
9:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Samardzija 0-0) at L.A. Angels
(Heaney 0-0), 10:07 p.m.
Washington (Scherzer 3-1) at L.A. Dodgers
(TBD), 10:10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Cincinnati at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 4:05 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta, 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.
San Diego at Arizona, 8:10 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Angels, 9:07 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Dodgers, 9:10 p.m.

MLS 

All Times ET 
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Pts GF GA
NY City FC 5 0 1 16 14 4
Atlanta 4 1 0 12 13 6

New England 3 2 1 10 10 6
Columbus 3 3 1 10 9 7
Orlando City 3 2 1 10 11 10
New York 3 2 0 9 13 6
Montreal 2 4 0 6 6 12
Philadelphia 1 2 2 5 3 6
D.C. United 1 3 2 5 6 10
Chicago 1 3 1 4 7 9
Toronto FC 1 3 0 3 3 6

WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GF GA

Sporting KC 4 1 2 14 14 11
LA Galaxy 3 2 1 10 8 8
Vancouver 3 3 1 10 8 11
Los Angeles 3 2 0 9 11 10
FC Dallas 2 0 3 9 7 3
Colorado 2 1 2 8 9 5
Salt Lake 2 3 1 7 6 14
Minnesota 2 4 0 6 8 12
Houston 1 2 2 5 9 8
San Jose 1 2 2 5 9 10
Portland 1 3 2 5 9 14
Seattle 0 3 1 1 2 7

Friday, April 20
Vancouver at Sporting KC, 9 p.m.
Saturday, April 21
Los Angeles FC at Montreal, 1 p.m.
Toronto FC at Houston, 3 p.m.
Chicago at New York, 3:30 p.m.
New England at Columbus, 7:30 p.m.
San Jose at Orlando City, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at FC Dallas, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Real Salt Lake, 9 p.m.
Atlanta United FC at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 22
Minnesota United at Seattle, 4 p.m.
NY City FC at Portland, 6 p.m.

GOLF 

PGA Tour Statistics
Through April 15
FedExCup Season Points
1, Justin Thomas, 1,769.125. 2, Patton Kizzire,
1,328.500. 3, Bubba Watson, 1,280.500. 4, Phil
Mickelson, 1,248.222. 5, Dustin Johnson,
1,175.910. 6, Patrick Reed, 1,161.361. 7, Jon
Rahm, 1,139.408. 8, Justin Rose, 1,013.625. 9,
Tony Finau, 1,006.202. 10, Paul Casey, 947.041.
Scoring Average
1, Dustin Johnson, 69.051. 2, Justin Thomas,
69.211. 3, Webb Simpson, 69.565. 4, Justin
Rose, 69.712. 5, Jordan Spieth, 69.757. 6, Alex
Noren, 69.781. 7, Tommy Fleetwood, 69.785. 8,
Rory McIlroy, 69.807. 9, Tiger Woods, 69.883.
10, Phil Mickelson, 69.901.
Driving Distance
1, Trey Mullinax, 318.0. 2, Tony Finau, 317.6. 3,
Bubba Watson, 314.8. 4, Luke List, 314.3. 5, Ro-
ry McIlroy, 312.0. 6, Gary Woodland, 311.7. 7
(tie), Ryan Palmer and Justin Thomas, 311.0. 9,
Kevin Tway, 310.4. 10, Tom Lovelady, 309.8.
Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Ken Duke, 80.38%. 2, Ryan Armour, 72.90%.
3, Chez Reavie, 72.14%. 4, Matthew Fitzpat-
rick, 71.58%. 5, Kyle Stanley, 71.45%. 6, K.J.
Choi, 71.36%. 7, Colt Knost, 70.91%. 8, Brian
Harman, 69.91%. 9, Brian Stuard, 69.87%. 10,
David Hearn, 69.82%.

ODDS

Pregame.com Line
Major League Baseball
Friday
National League
Favorite Line Underdog Line
PHILADELPHIA -105 Pittsburgh -105
New York -158 ATLANTA +148
MILWAUKEE -157 Miami +147
ST. LOUIS -176 Cincinnati +164
Chicago -111 COLORADO +101

ARIZONA -140 San Diego +130
Los Angeles -134 Washington +124

American League
Favorite Line Underdog Line
NEW YORK -193 Toronto +178
Cleveland -120 BALTIMORE +110
DETROIT (G1) -121 Kansas City +111
DETROIT (G2) -105 Kansas City -105
TAMPA BAY -114 Minnesota +104
TEXAS -107 Seattle -103
CHICAGO OFF Houston OFF
Boston -138 OAKLAND +128

Interleague
Favorite Line Underdog Line
LA ANGELS -134 San Francisco +124

NBA
Friday
Favorite Line O/U Underdog
INDIANA 1 209 Cleveland
WASHINGTON 1 218 Toronto
MILWAUKEE 6 203 Boston

Saturday
Favorite Line O/U Underdog
Houston 41⁄2 (214) MINNESOTA
UTAH 4 (207) Oklahoma City

National Hockey League
Friday
Favorite Line Underdog Line
PITTSBURGH -235 Philadelphia +215
NASHVILLE -335 Colorado +305
WINNIPEG -215 Minnesota +195

Saturday
Favorite Line Underdog Line
TAMPA BAY -235 New Jersey +215

DEALS 

Thursday’s Sports Trans-
actions 
BASEBALL 
Major League Baseball 
MLB — Promoted Patrick Houlihan, Jamie
Leece and Barbara McHugh to senior vice
president positions.
American League 
CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned OF Greg Al-
len to Columbus (IL).
NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed RHP Luis Cessa
on the 10-day DL, retroactive to April 18. Rein-
stated LHP CC Sabathia from the 10-day DL.
TEXAS RANGERS — Signed OF Julio Pablo Mar-
tinez as an international free agent.
National League 
CINCINNATI REDS — Fired manager Bryan
Price and pitching coach Mack Jenkins.
Named Jim Riggleman interim manager. Pro-
moted Louisville (IL) manager Pat Kelly to in-
terim bench coach and Pensacola (SL) pitch-
ing coach Danny Darwin to interim pitching
coach.
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Recalled OF Tyler
O’Neill from Memphis (PCL). Optioned RHP
John Brebbia to Memphis.
FOOTBALL 
National Football League 
NFL — Named Dr. Nicholas Theodore chairman
of the NFL head, neck and spine committee.
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed CB Marcus
Williams to a one-year contract.
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed DL Jamie
Meder.
DETROIT LIONS — Waived CB Adairius Barnes.
NEW YORK GIANTS — Released WR Brandon
Marshall.
HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 
CAROLINA HURRICANES — Named Paul Kre-
pelka vice president of hockey operations.
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Reassigned F Mat-
thew Peca to Syracuse (AHL).

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Nashville 3, Colorado 1
Thursday, April 12: Nashville 5, Colorado 2
Saturday, April 14: Nashville 5, Colorado 4
Monday, April 16: Colorado 5, Nashville 3
Wednesday, April 18: Nashville 3, Colorado 2
Friday, April 20: Colorado at Nashville, 9:30
p.m.
x-Sunday, April 22: Nashville at Colorado, TBA
x-Tuesday, April 24: Colorado at Nashville,
TBA
Winnipeg 3, Minnesota 1
Wednesday, April 11: Winnipeg 3, Minnesota 2
Friday, April 13: Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 1
Sunday, April 15: Minnesota 6, Winnipeg 2
Tuesday, April 17: Winnipeg 2, Minnesota 0
Friday, April 20: Minnesota at Winnipeg, 7:30
p.m.
x-Sunday, April 22: Winnipeg at Minnesota,
TBA
x-Wednesday, April 25: Minnesota at Winni-
peg, TBA
Vegas 4, Los Angeles 0
Wednesday, April 11: Vegas 1, Los Angeles 0
Friday, April 13: Vegas 2, Los Angeles 1, 2OT
Sunday, April 15: Vegas 3, Los Angeles 2
Tuesday, April 17: Vegas 1, Los Angeles 0
San Jose 4, Anaheim 0
Thursday, April 12: San Jose 3, Anaheim 0
Saturday, April 14: San Jose 3, Anaheim 2
Monday, April 16: San Jose 8, Anaheim 1
Wednesday, April 18: San Jose 2, Anaheim 1

MLB 

All Times ET 
American League 
East Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 15 2 .882 —
Toronto 12 5 .706 3
New York 8 8 .500 6½
Tampa Bay 5 13 .278 10½
Baltimore 5 14 .263 11

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Minnesota 8 5 .615 —
Cleveland 9 7 .563 ½
Detroit 7 9 .438 2½
Chicago 4 11 .267 5
Kansas City 3 13 .188 6½

West Division
W L Pct GB

Los Angeles 13 5 .722 —
Houston 12 7 .632 1½
Seattle 9 7 .563 3
Oakland 9 10 .474 4½
Texas 7 13 .350 7

Wednesday’s Games
Detroit 6, Baltimore 5
Tampa Bay 4, Texas 2
Oakland 12, Chicago White Sox 11, 14 innings
Toronto 15, Kansas City 5
Minnesota 2, Cleveland 1, 16 innings
Boston 9, L.A. Angels 0
Houston 7, Seattle 1
Thursday’s Games
Detroit 13, Baltimore 8
Houston at Seattle 
Toronto at N.Y. Yankees 
Boston at L.A. Angels 
Friday’s Games
Kansas City (Hammel 0-1) at Detroit (Fulmer
1-2), 1:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Bauer 1-1) at Baltimore (Bundy
0-2), 7:05 p.m.
Toronto (Estrada 1-1) at N.Y. Yankees (Gray
1-1), 7:05 p.m.
Kansas City (Junis 2-1) at Detroit (Norris 0-1),
7:10 p.m.
Minnesota (Lynn 0-1) at Tampa Bay (Archer
1-1), 7:10 p.m.
Seattle (Hernandez 2-2) at Texas (Minor 1-1),
8:05 p.m.

State, TBA
New Orleans 2, Portland 0 
Saturday, April 14: New Orleans 97, Portland
95
Tuesday, April 17: New Orleans 111, Portland
102
Thursday, April 19: Portland at New Orleans 
Saturday, April 21: Portland at New Orleans, 5
p.m.
x-Tuesday, April 24: New Orleans at Portland,
TBA
x-Thursday, April 26: Portland at New Orleans,
TBA
x-Saturday, April 28: New Orleans at Portland,
TBA
Oklahoma City 1, Utah 1 
Sunday, April 15: Oklahoma City 116, Utah 108
Wednesday, April 18: Utah 102, Oklahoma City
95
Saturday, April 21: Oklahoma City at Utah, 10
p.m.
Monday, April 23: Oklahoma City at Utah,
10:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25: Utah at Oklahoma City,
TBA
x-Friday, April 27: Oklahoma City at Utah, TBA
x-Sunday, April 29: Utah at Oklahoma City,
TBA

NHL 

Playoff Glance
All Times ET
FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Tampa Bay 3, New Jersey 1
Thursday, April 12: Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 2
Saturday, April 14: Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 3
Monday, April 16: New Jersey 5, Tampa Bay 2
Wednesday, April 18: Tampa Bay 3, New Jer-
sey 1
Saturday, April 21: New Jersey at Tampa Bay,
3 p.m.
x-Monday, April 23: Tampa Bay at New Jersey,
TBA
x-Wednesday, April 25: New Jersey at Tampa
Bay, TBA
Boston 2, Toronto 1
Thursday, April 12: Boston 5, Toronto 1
Saturday, April 14: Boston 7, Toronto 3
Monday, April 16: Toronto 4, Boston 2
Thursday, April 19: Boston at Toronto 
Saturday, April 21: Toronto at Boston, 8 p.m.
x-Monday, April 23: Boston at Toronto, TBA
x-Wednesday, April 25: Toronto at Boston,
TBA
Columbus 2, Washington 1
Thursday, April 12: Columbus 4, Washington 3,
OT
Sunday, April 15: Columbus 5, Washington 4,
OT
Tuesday, April 17: Washington 3, Columbus 2,
2OT
Thursday, April 19: Washington at Columbus 
Saturday, April 21: Columbus at Washington, 3
p.m.
x-Monday, April 23: Washington at Columbus,
TBA
x-Wednesday, April 25: Columbus at Wash-
ington, TBA
Pittsburgh 3, Philadelphia 1
Wednesday, April 11: Pittsburgh 7, Philadel-
phia 0
Friday, April 13: Philadelphia 5, Pittsburgh 1
Sunday, April 15: Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 1
Wednesday, April 18: Pittsburgh 5, Philadel-
phia 0
Friday, April 20: Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, 7
p.m.
x-Sunday, April 22: Pittsburgh at Philadelphia,
TBA
x-Tuesday, April 24: Philadelphia at Pitts-
burgh, TBA

SPORTS ON TV
Times Eastern. Programs live unless noted. 
Check local listings.

Friday

AUTO RACING: NASCAR Xfinity Series, ToyotaCare 250, final practice
(Fox Sports 1, 8:30 a.m.); Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series, Toyota
Owners 400, practice (Fox Sports 1, 11 a.m.); Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series, Toyota Owners 400, final practice (Fox Sports 1, 12:30
p.m.); NASCAR Xfinity Series, ToyotaCare 250, qualifying (Fox Sports
1, 4 p.m.); Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series, Toyota Owners 400,
qualifying (Fox Sports 1, 5:30 p.m.); NASCAR Xfinity Series, Toyota-
Care 250 (Fox Sports 1, 7 p.m.)

GOLF: European PGA Tour, Trophee Hassan II, second round (Golf
Channel, 6:30 a.m.); European PGA Tour, Trophee Hassan II, second
round (Golf Channel, 10:30 a.m.); PGA Tour Champions, Bass Pro
Shops Legends of Golf at Big Cedar Lodge, first round (Golf Channel,
12:30 p.m.); PGA Tour, Valero Texas Open, second round (Golf Chan-
nel, 3:30 p.m.); LPGA, HUGEL-JTBC Championship, second round
(Golf Channel, 6:30 p.m.)

GYMNASTICS: Women, NCAA Championships, first semifinal (ESPN2,
1 p.m.); Women, NCAA Championships, second semifinal (ESPNU, 7
p.m.)

MLB: Kansas City at Detroit (MLB Network, 1 p.m.); Regional cov-
erage, Cleveland at Baltimore OR Toronto at N.Y. Yankees (MLB Net-
work, 7 p.m.)

NBA PLAYOFFS: Eastern Conference, first round, Game 3, Cleveland
at Indiana (ESPN, 7 p.m.); Eastern Conference, first round, Game 3,
Toronto at Washington (ESPN2, 8 p.m.); NBA playoffs, Eastern Confer-
ence, first round, Game 3, Boston at Milwaukee (ESPN, 9:30 p.m.)

NHL STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS: Eastern Conference, first round, Game
5, Philadelphia at Pittsburgh (NBCSN, 7 p.m.); Western Conference,
first round, Game 5 Minnesota at Winnipeg (USA Network, 7:30 p.m.);
Western Conference, first round, Game 5, Colorado at Nashville
(NBCSN, 9:30 p.m.)

SOCCER: Bundesliga, Borussia Monchengladbach vs. Wolfsburg (Fox
Sports 2, 2:20 p.m.)

Saturday

AUTO RACING: Verizon IndyCar Series, Honda Indy Grand Prix of
Alabama, qualifying (NBC Sports Network, 4 p.m.); Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series, Toyota Owners 400 (Fox, 6:30 p.m.)

BOXING: Premier Champions, Adrien Broner vs. Jessie Vargas, junior
welterweights; Jermall Charlo welterweight vs. Hugo Centeno Jr., for
interim WBC middleweight title; Gervonta Davis vs. Jesus Cuellar,
super welterweights (SHO, 9 p.m.)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: Notre Dame Blue and Gold Game (NBC Sports
Network, 12:30 p.m.); Alabama spring game (ESPN, 2 p.m.); Georgia
spring game (ESPN, 4 p.m.)

COLLEGE SOFTBALL: Washington at UCLA (ESPN2, 4 p.m.)

GOLF: European PGA Tour, Trophee Hassan II, third round (Golf
Channel, 8 a.m.); PGA Tour, Valero Texas Open, third round (Golf
Channel, 1 p.m.); PGA Tour, Valero Texas Open, third round (CBS, 3
p.m.); PGA Tour Champions, Bass Pro Shops Legends of Golf at Big
Cedar Lodge, second round (Golf Channel, 3 p.m.); LPGA, HUGEL-
JTBC Championship, third round (Golf Channel, 6 p.m.)

GYMNASTICS: Women, NCAA Championships, finals (ESPNU, 7 p.m.)

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS: UFC Fight Night, prelims (Fox Sports 1, 8
p.m.); UFC Fight Night, Edson Barboza vs. Kevin Lee (Fox Sports 1, 10
p.m.)

MLB: Regional coverage, Toronto at N.Y. Yankees OR Kansas City at
Detroit (MLB Network, 1 p.m.); Cleveland at Baltimore (Fox Sports 1, 4
p.m.); Regional coverage, Washington at L.A. Dodgers OR Boston at
Oakland (MLB Network, 9 p.m.)

MOTOR SPORTS: AMA Monster Energy Supercross (Fox, 3 p.m.)

NBA PLAYOFFS: Eastern Conference, first round, Game 4, Philadel-
phia at Miami (TNT, 2:30 p.m.); Western Conference, first round,
Game 4, Portland at New Orleans (TNT, 9 p.m.); Western Conference,
first round, Game 3, Houston at Minnesota (ESPN, 7:30 p.m.); West-
ern Conference, first round, Game 3, Oklahoma City at Utah (ESPN, 10
p.m.)

NHL STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS: Eastern Conference, first round, Game
5, New Jersey at Tampa Bay (NBC or NBC Sports Network, 3 p.m.);
Eastern Conference, first round, Game 5, Columbus at Washington
(NBC or NBC Sports Network, 3 p.m.); Eastern Conference, first
round, Game 5, Toronto at Boston (NBC, 8 p.m.)

RUNNING: London Marathon (NBC Sports, 3:30 a.m. Sunday)

SOCCER: Bundesliga, Hannover vs. Bayern Munich (Fox Sports 1, 9:30
a.m.); Bundesliga, Eintracht Frankfurt vs. Hertha Berlin (Fox Sports 2,
9:30 a.m.); English Premier League, Watford vs. Crystal Palace (NBC

Sports, 10 a.m.); FA Cup, semifinal, Manchester United vs. Tottenham
(Fox, noon); Bundesliga, Borussia Dortmund vs Bayern Leverkusen
(Fox Sports 1, 12:30 p.m.); NWSL, Utah at North Carolina (Life, 3:30
p.m.)

TRACK AND FIELD: Grenada Invitational (ESPN2, 6 p.m.)

Sunday

AUTO RACING: Verizon IndyCar Series, Honda Indy Grand Prix of
Alabama (NBC Sports Network, 3:30 p.m.)

COLLEGE SOFTBALL: Tennessee at Alabama (ESPN2, 3 p.m.)

DRAG RACING: NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series, Spring Nation-
als, finals (Fox Sports 1, 2 p.m.)

GOLF: European PGA Tour, Trophee Hassan II, final round (Golf Chan-
nel, 8 a.m.); PGA Tour, Valero Texas Open, final round (Golf Channel, 1
p.m.); PGA Tour, Valero Texas Open, final round (CBS, 3 p.m.); PGA
Tour Champions, Bass Pro Shops Legends of Golf at Big Cedar Lodge,
final round (Golf Channel, 3 p.m.); LPGA, HUGEL-JTBC Championship,
final round (Golf Channel, 6 p.m.)

MLB: Regional coverage, Cleveland at Baltimore OR Toronto at N.Y.
Yankees (MLB Network, 1 p.m.); Regional coverage, Chicago Cubs at
Colorado OR Seattle at Texas, games joined in progress (MLB Net-
work, 4 p.m.); Washington at L.A. Dodgers (ESPN, 8 p.m.)

NBA PLAYOFFS: Eastern Conference, first round, Game 4, Boston at
Milwaukee (ABC, 1 p.m.); Western Conference, first round, Game 4,
Golden State at San Antonio (ABC, 3:30 p.m.); Eastern Conference,
first round, Game 4, Toronto at Washington (TN, 6 p.m.); Eastern
Conference, first round, Game 4, Cleveland at Indiana (TNT, 8:30 p.m.)

NHL STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS: Eastern Conference, first round, Game
6 (if necessary), Pittsburgh at Philadelphia (NBC or NBCSN); Western
Conference, first round, Game 6 (if necessary), Nashville at Colorado
(NBC or NBCSN); Western Conference, first round, Game 6 (if neces-
sary), Winnipeg at Minnesota (NBC or NBCSN)

SOCCER: English Premier League, Arsenal vs. West Ham (NBC Sports
Network, 8:30 a.m.); Bundesliga, Augsburg vs. Mainz (Fox Sports 2,
9:20 a.m.); FA Cup, semifinal, Chelsea vs. Southampton (Fox Sports 1,
10 a.m.); English Premier League, West Bromwich Albion vs. Liverpool
(NBC Sports, 11:30 a.m.); Bundesliga, Koln vs. Schalke (Fox Sports 2,
noon); MLS, Minnesota at Seattle (ESPN, 4 p.m.); MLS, N.Y. City FC at
Portland (Fox Sports 1, 6 p.m.)
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BASEBALL

It was nine years ago when Bryan
Price received adulation and respect
throughout the baseball industry,
abruptly resigning as pitching coach
from the Arizona Diamondbacks when
they fired manager Bob Melvin.

Price didn’t want to stay in an organi-
zation that he believed wronged his
friend, who was fired after 29 games, so
Price walked away from his paycheck.

Now, here we are, 17 games into the
2018 season, and Price is fired even
quicker by the Cincinnati Reds.

Really, only the timing is the surprise. 
If the Reds had fired him in 2015, his

second year on the job, it would have
been understandable, with the Reds fin-
ishing last in the National League Cen-
tral with a 64-98 record. 

It would have made sense in 2016
when they finished last with 94 losses.
Or again in 2017 when they again lost 94
games.

The Reds kept bringing him back,
saying their miserable record wasn’t
Price’s fault, but three weeks into this
season, they changed their minds.

The Reds fired him late Wednesday in
St. Louis after they dropped to 3-15 and
announced it to the world Thursday
morning, promoting bench coach Jim
Riggleman to be their interim manager.
The Reds fired pitching coach Mack Jen-
kins too.

Yet no one on the Reds staff resigned.
Nobody else was reassigned. It was
Price and Jenkins alone taking the fall
for a franchise stuck in reverse.

“At this time, we felt a change needed
to happen in order to begin the process
of getting this team back on the right
track,” Reds GM Dick Williams told re-
porters. “We realize it is early in the sea-
son but feel it is important to be proac-
tive. We will continue to examine all as-
pects of baseball operations to ensure
we are doing everything we can to im-
prove.”

In an era when the Houston Astros
and Chicago Cubs have proved that
tanking works, the Reds exemplify a re-
build that backfires.

They might have the sixth-best farm
system, according to ESPN’s rankings,
but you need a telescope to find the light
at the end of this tunnel. 

The NL Central still runs through the
powerful Cubs. The St. Louis Cardinals
are a perennial contender. The Milwau-
kee Brewers are contending and build-
ing at the same time. And the Pittsburgh
Pirates, who just traded away 2013 NL
MVP Andrew McCutchen and All-Star
ace Gerrit Cole, are sitting in first place.

Somehow, the Reds misplaced the
blueprint.

Hunter Greene, their first-round pick
of a year ago, might be drawing his pen-

sion when the Reds finally become
World Series champions again.

“We’re very focused on creating a
sense of urgency for these guys to win
now,” Williams told Cincinnati report-
ers. “We talk about rebuilding and there
are things going on away from the field
and in the farm system and investments
in the franchise that are part of that re-
building process. But when guys show
up for work every day, they need to have
a sense of urgency to win that day.

“Nobody here feels that Bryan or
Mack is a scapegoat for what happened.
It’s just that’s the first step in the proc-
ess of making this right and trying our
best to fix things.”

Well, they could bring Sparky Ander-
son, Connie Mack, Joe McCarthy and
Walter Alston back to life, and it’s not
going to change this team’s fate.

The Reds, off to their worst start
since the Great Depression, have the
league’s worst pitching staff and have
scored the second-fewest runs in the
NL, outscored by a league-high 46 runs.
Injuries have left them without prized
starter Anthony DeSclafani, third base-
man Eugenio Suarez and right fielder
Scott Schebler; left-handed starter
Brandon Finnegan has been limited to
one start.

This is a franchise that has had major
league-leading 32 players make their
major league debut the past three sea-
sons and a rookie pitcher start 254 of
504 games the past four years, but no
great signs of development, keeping
them mired in last place.

Go ahead, you try to name any player
on the team outside Joey Votto, a proud
franchise steeped in tradition that drew
just 65,000 fans last week for their four-
game series against the Cardinals,
where they were swept, losing 27-10.

The Reds don’t need cosmetic change
but a full-scale makeover, entrusting
Williams to make the most vital deci-
sion since he became GM in 2016.

He is turning to Jim Riggleman for
now, a 65-year-old baseball lifer whose
first major league managerial gig was 26
years ago in San Diego and is now man-
aging his fifth major league team. It fig-
ures to be just an interim job.

The betting favorite and the sexiest
name for the permanent job is clearly
Barry Larkin, the Hall of Fame shortstop
who’s a special assistant to Williams. 

Larkin has no managerial experi-
ence, but then again, neither did Aaron
Boone, Alex Cora, Mickey Callaway or
Gabe Kapler, all hired as managers in the
offseason.

If he wants a man with a glossy résu-
mé, the two logical choices are John Far-
rell, fired last year by the Boston Red
Sox, and Joe Girardi, fired by the Yan-
kees. Farrell is already in the organiza-
tion as a scout, and Girardi is on the
MLB Network, each with World Series
championship rings in their jewelry box.

If they want a man who could not
only be valuable on the field but a huge
asset in scouting and development, it
would be Yankees vice president Tim
Naehring, GM Brian Cashman’s right-
hand man. Naehring, a Cincinnati na-
tive, is so well-respected in the Yankees
organization that Cashman has basical-
ly told him he could have any job in the
organization he desires.

So it breaks down this way:
People’s choice: Larkin.
Safest choice: Girardi or Farrell.
Up-and-coming choice: David Bell,

farm director of the San Francisco Gi-
ants and son of Reds senior adviser
Buddy Bell.

Easiest choice: Riggleman.
Smartest choice: Naehring, if they

can somehow talk him into it.
Stay tuned. It promises to be a long

summer in Cincinnati, but for the first
time in years, it’s about to be interest-
ing.

Reds are now stuck going nowhere
Once proud
franchise off to
worst start ever

Bryan Price took the fall for the Reds’ worst start in franchise history, but he was only part of the problem.
DAVID KOHL/USA TODAY SPORTS

Bob Nightengale
Columnist

USA TODAY 

better than to yank him before he’s
done, lest the fiery staff ace bark at him
to get off the mound.

This rare duel matching two of the
majors’ true aces should be a treat for
anybody who yearns for the days when
starters determined a game’s outcome
and left little for the bullpen to decide.

Starters’ innings have steadily de-
clined over the past several years, as the
concept of a workhorse becomes almost
obsolete. 

In 2005, 50 major league pitchers
reached the 200-inning mark. That fig-
ure was down to 28 a decade later and 15
last season.

The division of workload reflects that
trend as well, with the starting staffs av-
eraging 971 innings in 2005 and 938 a
decade later. In 2017, big-league rota-
tions turned in an average of 893 in-
nings. For relievers, those figures grew
from 470 to 506 to 549.

Chances are, Kershaw and Scherzer
will stick around for a while in the ma-
no-a-mano. Both rank among the Na-
tional League’s top four in innings
pitched and have begun the season as

would be expected for last year’s 1-2 fin-
ishers in the Cy Young race, which
Scherzer won for the second year in a
row.

Kershaw, who got a total of three runs
of support in his first three starts,
notched his first win of the season Sun-
day when he struck out 12 Diamond-
backs in seven innings of one-run ball,
ending Arizona’s spell of 11 consecutive
wins over the Dodgers.

“I can’t say enough about that outing
and how much we needed it,” L.A. man-
ager Dave Roberts said after a 7-2 vic-
tory that started the Dodgers’ current
four-game winning streak.

Kershaw is carrying a 1.73 ERA and
might get an even longer leash than usu-
al with closer Kenley Jansen enduring
surprising struggles. His two blown
saves are one more than he had all last
season.

At 33, Scherzer is three years older
than Kershaw but aging gracefully.
Whereas the Dodgers star has missed

extended stretches with back injuries
and failed to reach 200 innings each of
the past two years — he still led the
league in ERA for the fifth time in 2017 —
Scherzer keeps getting better.

Last season, his fifth in a row throw-
ing at least 200 innings, he registered
career-best marks in ERA (2.51) and
WHIP (walks and hits per inning
pitched) at 0.902. This year he’s 3-1 with
a 1.33 ERA and, in shutting out the
Braves 2-0 on April 9, even threw in his
first career stolen base.

“He’s gung-ho. He loves to play the
game,” said Martinez, who gave Scher-
zer the green light while pleading,
“ ‘Please, don’t get hurt sliding.’ He said,
‘I’ve got the best pop-up slide in base-
ball.’ And he showed it.”

Scherzer and Kershaw cross paths as
the only active three-time Cy Young
winners, as well as top-five finishers in
the ballot each of the past five seasons,
credentials that will burnish their Hall
of Fame cases. Of the 10 pitchers to

claim three Cy Youngs, the only one eli-
gible for the Hall without a plaque in
Cooperstown is Roger Clemens, who
has been dogged by accusations of ste-
roid use.

Kershaw, with a 145-66 record and a
2.35 ERA that ranks as the best among
all qualified active pitchers, is already
regarded as a shoo-in now that he has
played in the requisite 10 seasons.
Scherzer, who’s 144-76 with a 3.27 ERA,
has fortified his case in recent years.

Both stand a solid chance of notching
more than 200 career wins, but the
magical 300 number — last achieved by
Hall of Famer Randy Johnson in 2009 —
seems unattainable. The frequent use of
relievers and shorter innings for start-
ers, even staff aces, limit their chances
to earning decisions.

By the time Kershaw and Scherzer
are on the ballot — possibly along with
the likes of Justin Verlander, Chris Sale,
David Price, Madison Bumgarner, Corey
Kluber, Zack Greinke and Felix Hernan-
dez — 200 wins might be considered the
new standard, and advanced metrics
will continue to influence voters’ deci-
sion-making.

Still, starters who don’t get to face
hitters a third time through the order
probably won’t stand much of a chance.
Some standards don’t change.

Aces
Continued from Page 1C

Scherzer and Kershaw cross paths as the only active three-

time Cy Young winners, as well as top-five finishers in the

ballot each of the past five seasons.
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See WESTWORLD, Page 2D

Get ready for Westworld Season 2.0:
More parks, more personalities, more
scheming and more blood, much of it
of the human variety.

HBO’s critically praised sci-fi drama
returns Sunday (9 ET/PT) with the fu-
turistic Westworld theme park in a
state of rebellion after suddenly sen-
tient android host Dolores Abernathy
(Evan Rachel Wood) murdered park
founder Robert Ford to close Season 1. 

The series expands in timeline and
place, paying homage to the 1973 film
by giving viewers a peek at areas be-
yond the Western theme park’s

boundaries, including Shogun World.
“It’s so much bigger than people ex-

pect,” Wood says. “I had an existential
crisis at the end of (filming) this season.
The first season made us question a lot
of things about our own reality, and this
one really does.”

Season 2 opens brimming with may-
hem after the murder of Ford (played by

Anthony Hopkins in Season 1).
It tracks hosts Dolores, leader of an

android uprising, and Teddy Flood
(James Marsden), who remains devoted
to her if not as enthusiastic about the
enterprise; Maeve Millay (Thandie
Newton), a conscious, increasingly
powerful host searching for her long-
lost robot daughter; and Bernard Lowe
(Jeffrey Wright), a conflicted android
and park programmer confused about
timelines and loyalties.

“If the first season was about control
… the second is about chaos (and) free

will. Once you have it, what do you do
with it?” says Jonathan Nolan, who cre-
ated the series with his wife and fellow
executive producer, Lisa Joy.

On the human side, Delos Inc. en-
forcer Karl Strand (series newcomer
Gustaf Skarsgård) arrives to tamp
down the host rebellion as executive 

TELEVISION

Thandie Newton, Evan Rachel Wood, James Marsden and “Westworld” go back to the future Sunday. ROBERT HANASHIRO/USA TODAY

Robots take charge
in ‘Westworld’ 

Dolores (Wood) and Teddy (Marsden)
maintain an emotional connection
even without programmed
narratives. JOHN P. JOHNSON/HBO

Where control once ruled, chaos and free will now reign
Bill Keveney
USA TODAY
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USA SNAPSHOTS©

SOURCE Alamo Rent A Car Family Vacation 
Survey of 1,501 adults
MIKE B. SMITH, JANET LOEHRKE/USA TODAY

57%

of Americans say 
they put pressure on 

themselves to work during 
family vacation so they 

don’t have to come back to 
a mountain of work.

On the road on historic Route 66
First stop: The Hackberry General Store. Travel, 3D

Fans weigh in on Fandango
See what movies top their summer list. 4D

Shaggy and Sting, supergroup?
An unlikely pairing for album of the week. 6D

IN LIFE

20TH CENTURY FOX

LIFELINE

Music superstar Prince died two years ago because
he thought he was taking the common painkiller
Vicodin when, unbeknownst to him, it was laced with
deadly fentanyl, authorities said Thursday. 

“He thought he was taking Vicodin and not fenta-
nyl,” Carver County Attorney Mark Metz said at a news
conference in Prince’s home county.

Just short of two years after Prince’s death, Metz
announced that no one will be charged with a crime
because there’s no evidence showing how he got fake
Vicodin laced with fentanyl and no evidence he knew
that’s what it was.

Metz, the top prosecutor in the suburban Minne-
apolis county, told reporters results of a “painstaking
and thorough” two-year investigation found that
Prince did not know he had become addicted to fenta-
nyl, and neither did anyone around him. 

Prince didn’t know he was
taking drug that killed him

Prince was found dead April 21, 2016, at age 57. High levels of 
the painkiller fentanyl were found in his body. DIRK WAEM/EPA

Maria Puente
USA TODAY

See PRINCE, Page 7D

Kristen Stewart and Ava DuVernay
will serve on the Cannes Film Festival
jury that will choose this year’s Palme
d’Or winner, the French festival an-
nounced Wednesday. The French film
festival Wednesday announced the
jury that will serve under Cate Blan-
chett. Joining them are filmmaker
Denis Villeneuve, French actress Léa
Seydoux, Chinese actor Chang Chen,
French director Robert Guédiguian,
Burundian singer Khadja Nin and
Russian director Andrey Zvyagintsev.

Ava DuVernay INVISION/AP

AWARDS TRACKER
CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 

The Black Panther is returning to
his alma mater, Howard Univer-

sity, to give the commencement
address. The university announced
Wednesday that Boseman, who
graduated in 2000 with a bachelor 
of fine arts degree in theater, will 
give the keynote address May 12
for Howard’s 150th commencement
ceremony. News outlets report
Boseman will be presented with an
honorary doctor of humane letters,
the university’s highest honor.

EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

HOW WAS YOUR DAY?
CHADWICK BOSEMAN

Miranda Kerr is 35. Jessica Lange 
is 69. George Takei is 81.

IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY
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far less of a frustrating puzzle. While plenty of fans
enjoy analyzing each scene for big clues, it has only
made Westworld stronger that the writers don’t seem
all that interested (at least not yet) in pulling one 
over on the audience. Of course, there are mysteries
and twists galore, but they feel more in tune with 
the overall narrative than, say, all that time-line
trickery in Season 1.

And don’t worry, the astute fans on Reddit will
likely still predict where the story will go, as they did
last time with the Man in Black reveal, but the show
has finally evolved enough so that the twists aren’t —
to borrow a term from the robotic hosts —its “corner-
stone” anymore. The new season proves that while
Westworld may be known for its twists, that’s not the
only part of the series worth tuning in for anymore. 

Second seasons can make or break a series, espe-
cially one as high-concept and mythology-driven as
Westworld. The drama could have turned far too
out-there and wild to top the spectacle of Season 1.
And while there’s still at least as much violence and
nudity, Westworld is more focused, more character-
driven and more thought-provoking. 

And isn’t that the kind of beauty you want to see in
this world?

TV PREVIEW

Smarter, bigger ‘Westworld’
returns with a vengeance

Kelly Lawler
Columnist

USA TODAY 

It feels good to be back in the wild, wild Westworld. 
Sixteen months after HBO’s sci-fi Western conclud-

ed its first season, the series is back with a bigger,
bloodier Season 2 (Sunday, 9 ET/PT, eeeE) that
manages to take the excellent groundwork the show
laid in 2016 and change it into something more mature,
more emotional and more assured. The second season
feels less like a freewheeling experiment and more 
like a TV show that knows what it’s doing and where
it’s going. 

When we left the notoriously complex and twisty
series, Dolores (Evan Rachel Wood) and many of the
“awakened” hosts had started a rebellion, killing Ford
(Anthony Hopkins) and laying waste to the human
guests at a swanky board gala. The new season doesn’t
pick up precisely where it left off — the timeline is 
still a bit fuzzy — but the new season’s main arc is the
fallout from the hosts rising up and freeing themselves
of their programmed “narratives,” both within and
outside the park.

Dolores is now the leader of a bloody revolution.
Maeve (Thandie Newton) is still looking for her daugh-
ter, now with the help of Sizemore (Simon Quarter-
man). William, aka the Man in Black (Ed Harris), is
having the time of his life now that the stakes are real.
Many of the other characters, both human and host,
made it through the firefight, but it would be too much
of a spoiler to reveal their paths. 

Just like last season, the most compelling plot is
Maeve’s, and Newton continues to turn in career-best
work as the park’s most conscious host, turning her
emotions on a dime and making her sometimes-less-
than-ethical character sympathetic and appealing.
Unfortunately, the second season gives Dolores the
least-interesting plot, and her scenes in the park feel
sluggish and dull compared with the new locations,
characters and technologies many of the characters
discover.

The first season felt like a 10-hour pilot, as the writ-
ers took their sweet time setting up every chess piece
for the inevitable robot rebellion to begin. Now that the
hard work is over, the series is more assured, faster-
paced and easier to watch. The characters feel more
lived-in, and the dialogue, music and settings can be
self-referential. Each scene conveys more meaning. 

Perhaps the best part of the new season, at least in
the five episodes made available for review, is that it’s

Bernard (Jeffrey Wright) and Charlotte (Tessa
Thompson) confer on “Westworld.” HBO
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Charlotte Hale (Tessa Thompson) alludes to ulterior
Delos motives as she tries to retake park control. And
the Man in Black (Ed Harris), Westworld’s majority
shareholder and a theme park master player, finally
has the life-or-death stakes he has always desired.

“There is a question of Delos’ real interests in the
park,” Nolan says. “What are they really after? (It’s)
an enormously expensive theme park for wealthy
people to indulge their darker sides, but, as with
every Silicon Valley start-up, there’s always a sec-
ondary business model.” 

Besides adjusting to free will, some hosts — and
many viewers — face a more basic challenge: figuring
out when and where they are as the show doubles
down on alternate timelines, a Season 1 surprise that’s
now a featured element of the show’s structure.

Bernard, in particular, struggles with memories
and a sense of now, much of it the result of mechan-
ical damage suffered after Ford ordered him to shoot
himself last season. 

“His synthetic brain is not invulnerable to bullet
holes,” Wright says. 

In addition to those struggles, Bernard, as an an-
droid in park management, has a conflict. “He’s
trying to decide where his allegiances lie.” 

Dolores, despite being more advanced than other
hosts in comprehending reality, still faces a big chal-
lenge: synthesizing her sweet rancher’s daughter
persona with her vengeful alter ego, Wyatt, who has a
passion for shooting humans.

“Seeing her duality and how she struggles with it
is part of her journey,” Wood says. “But it’s brutal.” 

It may be a challenge for Teddy, too, who remains
committed to Dolores emotionally, even after the
park’s programming no longer controls his behavior.

“I think he’ll follow her to the grave, but that’s not
to say there won’t be challenges as far as what her
objective is and what his is,” Marsden says. “She is a
different Dolores this time around.”

Maeve, gaining access to more knowledge and
power, also experienced non-programmed feelings
at the end of last season, causing her to abandon
plans to leave Westworld and return to search for her
daughter, a robot from an earlier park narrative. 

“She was sitting on a train opposite a human
mother and daughter, and she recognizes something
in their interaction that she herself has felt. That’s an
in instinct she simply has to scratch,” Newton says.

“Maeve’s choice to go back to the park is an ex-
ample of the best of humanity: to go to great lengths
because of love, even if that love wasn’t organic in
nature,” Joy says.

But there’s another side to the androids’ emerging
consciousness, she says. “Humanity is often associat-
ed with good things, but it has meant a lot of bad
things, as well. So, the question is, when the hosts are
able to choose their attributes, what will they choose?”

Westworld
Continued from Page 1D
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TRAVEL

ed. A recent surge in South American
tourists has been noticed.

Visions of a vibrant Route 66 burn
brightly amid the photos, paintings and
other decor on the nostalgia-bearing
walls. A re-creation of a 1950s diner with
polished chrome furniture, a jukebox
and black-and-white-tile flooring re-
minds travelers of a time when Ameri-
ca’s lifeblood pulsed along the highway.

Visitors captivated by a bygone era
browse shelves filled with tremendous-
ly popular souvenirs. Nine out of 10 cus-
tomers hail from outside the USA. They
snap up items representing this likely
once-in-a-lifetime trip.

But they didn’t come just for T-shirts
and magnets and license plates. They
want to experience a slice of Americana,
where the open road promises a journey
between destinations.

A dilapidated roadside gem

John Pritchard has lost count of the
times he had driven his 1957 red Cor-
vette past the dilapidated outpost while
visiting his vacation home in Lake Ha-
vasu City. For 15 years the oddity caught
his eye but it seemed just another road-
side stop worn down by inattention.

Until one day in the late 1990s when
he noticed someone inside.

HACKBERRY, Ariz. – Shortly after
noon on a crisp day, the winter sun
hanging low in the sky, a solitary Toyota
speeds past a building that appears cob-
bled together from the wood and rusted
metals that pile up on the shoulders of
lonesome highways.

Taillights blaze as the sedan makes a
U-turn, the two-lane ribbon of Route 66
asphalt just wide enough to permit it.

The car glides over a patch of desert
smoothed by a thousand tires. It stops
next to a building held up by faith and
rusty nails.

A brother and sister more than 5,000
miles from home climb out of the sedan,
eager to explore what they had realized
while speeding by was one of their tar-
get destinations along historic Route 66.

Hackberry General Store

Hackberry General Store is a must-
see destination for Sergio and Andra
Goder of Barcelona, in the midst of a
four-month American vacation.

Sergio says getting kicks on Route 66
is a rite of passage for Spaniards visiting
the American West. Friends expect to
see his social media posts filled with
iconic images from the famous highway.

As he and his sister sped along a
lonely stretch of blacktop carved
through the high Arizona desert, Sergio
blinked, nearly missing one of the high-
way’s most emblematic stops.

Because at 65 mph, the store and for-
mer garage appears to have lost its bat-
tle against time.

Yet nothing could be further from the
truth.

“It came out of nowhere,” Sergio says
as he browsed the store’s large selection
of Route 66 license plates, signs and 
T-shirts. “If we had missed it, that
would have been bad.”

He noticed two things as he sped by:
the Hackberry General Store sign, and
the fact that its patchwork structure
was free of the chain-link fencing that
sealed off some structures he’d seen.

If not for a reclusive artist, a nostalgic
businessman and a retiree who couldn’t
let an icon slip away, the Hackberry
General Store might have been another
victim of Interstate 40, which for years
made Route 66 irrelevant.

The store not only survives, it
thrives. Despite appearances to the con-
trary.

At the crossroads 
of ‘middle’ and ‘nowhere’

Hackberry General Store is the only
sign of civilization for miles. Its rusted
signs boasting of things that haven’t
been there for decades (gas, oil, the
Greyhound bus) seem to serve a dual
purpose — setting the mood and holding
up the building.

The store hunches quietly behind
two vintage gas pumps whose state of
disrepair is not obvious enough to keep
some visitors from pulling up to them.
Before this was a general store, it was a
service station and garage.

Inside the store, vintage and modern
license plates upholster the ceiling, with
room remaining for the additions mailed
or delivered in person by patrons.

Patches and currency from around
the world blanket one wall, workers tak-
ing time each month to post the latest
additions. Europe is heavily represent-

That’s when he met Bob Waldmire,
an artist/cartographer/historian who
had purchased the property years earli-
er, reopening the business in 1992 offer-
ing Route 66 souvenirs as well as tourist
information. Given Waldmire’s roots —
his father ran a hot-dog stand on Route
66 in Illinois — he preserved the store in
its ramshackle state.

For Pritchard and his wife, Kerry, it
was love at 30th or 40th sight. After
some negotiation, the couple were the
proud owners of the only store within 10
miles.

Armed with the perfect motive to re-
tire, Pritchard moved his wife and two
sons from Tacoma, Wash., to Arizona.
The store provided the two things
Pritchard was looking for: a hobby and
plenty of space for his expansive collec-
tion of Route 66 memorabilia.

It seemed like destiny for the Class of
’66 graduate and longtime fan of the
Mother Road.

Fueling a passion

When Pritchard opened the Hack-
berry General Store in 1998, it was part
souvenir stand, part museum and all
passion. He covered the walls with
black-and-white photos of stars from
the Golden Age of Hollywood, whose

prime coincided with that of Route 66.
Vintage gas pumps, still in their bro-

ken-down state, went up outside, as did
metal signs that years ago had lost their
battle with the elements, bullets or
both. Pritchard installed his ode to a
1950s diner. 

Like Waldmire, he left the exterior as
is, hardly ready for its close-up unless it
was with a wrecking ball. But that was
the key to the store’s charm. The run-
down look was a beacon to nostalgia-
seeking travelers, as was Pritchard’s ’57
Corvette parked outside.

It wasn’t long before Hackberry Gen-
eral Store attracted all sorts of attention.

“We had a Playboy photo shoot,”
Pritchard says. “American Airlines did a
travel story on us. We were on the Arizo-
na Highways TV show. It got so famous
in that first year or two.”

The decision to sell the store

When Pritchard decided it was time
to retire, his employee and friend Amy
Franklin made an offer neither could re-
fuse. She named a price and Pritchard
stuck out his hand.

“I knew the books,” Franklin says.
“He knew I knew the books. Deal.”

When Franklin entered the store on
Jan. 4, 2016, she had the same thought
she did when she saw the store for the
first time 17 years before.

“Oh my God, this is so cool,” she
thought in 1999. Now she added, “And I
own it.”

Her appreciation for the ramshackle
station deepened as she greeted cus-
tomers from all over the world. Franklin
saw the wonder in their eyes as they told
her how they had saved for years to
drive Route 66.

Franklin retains the charming post-
apocalyptic look that visitors expected.
Where time, at least over a few acres, re-
mains frozen for those who enjoy a rare
peek into the rear-view mirror.

If you go

11255 Route 66, Kingman, Ariz.
hackberrygeneralstore.com

The gas pumps outside Hackberry General Store haven’t worked in
more than 20 years, but a car still pulls up on occasion. 

Route 66 brings thousands each year, many of them visitors from
other countries who are keen to see the American West. 

ROUTE 66’S NOSTALGIA STOP:
HACKBERRY GENERAL STORE 

Scott Craven
Arizona Republic
USA TODAY NETWORK 

Owner Amy Franklin has left Hackberry General Store largely untouched since taking over in January 2016, an ode to times
past when you could get your kicks on Route 66 through Arizona. PHOTOS BY SCOTT CRAVEN/USA TODAY NETWORK

The post-apocalyptic look is furthered by signs boasting of things unavailable for
decades (gas, the Greyhound bus) that set the mood and hold up the building.
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Alden Ehrenreich is the young 
Han Solo in “A Star Wars Story.”
JONATHAN OLLEY/LUCASFILM

Wisecracking Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds, front) runs into an old pal, X-Men
powerhouse Colossus (Stefan Kapičić), in “Deadpool 2.” 20TH CENTURY FOX
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Emily Ratajkowski used to get an-
gry when people judged her super-
model looks and assumed she couldn’t
possibly be intelligent.

“There was definitely a period where
it made me feel bad about myself, as
crazy as that sounds, and it made me
kind of mad,” says Ratajkowski, 26.
“But I’m able to laugh about it now.”

More than that, the Gone Girl ac-
tress is using the experience of dealing
with misconceptions about her glamor-
ous life to get laughs and make a point,
playing alongside Amy Schumer in the
social-message-filled romantic com-
edy I Feel Pretty (in theaters Friday).

Renee (played by Schumer) instant-
ly idolizes Mallory (Ratajkowski) after
the two meet in a SoulCycle class, feel-
ing certain that her new pal doesn’t
suffer normal problems with men or
life. In a pivotal scene, Renee finds
Mallory in tears after being dumped
and makes a joke about wanting to
“punch you right in your dumb face
right now” for expressing insecurities.

Mallory shoots back that she hates
the word “dumb,” because it’s a “trig-
ger word for me.” The scene was im-
provised by Schumer and Ratajkow-
ski, who ad-libbed the exchange about
“dumb,” sparking an instant reaction.

“Maybe the first 10 profiles ever
written about me were like, ‘I met her
and she knew about politics and had
read a book before,’ ” says Ratajkow-
ski, who acknowledges that she still
gets “feisty” when people are sur-
prised by her smarts.

“It’s like: ‘Damn, what did you ex-
pect? Why did you chalk me up to so
little initially?’ ” 

Abby Kohn, who wrote and directed
I Feel Pretty with Marc Silverstein,
calls casting Ratajkowski as the out-
wardly perfect person a “no-brainer.”

“We learn in the movie that every-
one, no matter how successful or what
their shape, has these insecurities,”
Kohn says. “It’s clear (Mallory’s) body

and beauty get her a lot of stuff. But that
doesn’t mean she lives a charmed life,
no different than Amy’s character deal-
ing with her self-esteem issues.”

The movie is about seeing the person
behind the prejudged image, Ratajkow-
ski says.

“Truth is, we’re all completely strug-
gling with our self-image and worrying
about what people think of us. Every
day is a different day for me. Some days,
it’s like I am the absolute best; I cannot
believe I exist on this planet. Then other
days, you really don’t want to leave the
house.”

The model and actress is thriving
professionally with roles in the upcom-
ing thrillers In Darkness (out May 25)
and Welcome Home (expected this
year). Ratajkowski’s own home life has
changed since she married producer
Sebastian Bear-McClard at New York
City Hall on Feb. 23. She had intended to
keep the occasion private.

“It was about me and my husband
enjoying celebrating our commitment
to each other,” she says. “That’s as
honest as I can be.”

But when journalists got wind of the
nuptials, she posted Instagram images.

“How I decided to do my wedding
was just for me and my husband and 
the world we have built with our friends.
We had four magical hours before any-
one found out.” 

MOVIES

Today, Ratajkowski can
laugh off the ‘dumb’ stuff
Bryan Alexander
USA TODAY

Emily Ratajkowski’s Mallory may be
beautiful, but she’s no stranger to
insecurity in “I Feel Pretty.” STXFILMS

Deadpool 2’s Ryan Reynolds and
Chris Pratt, who stars in both Avengers:
Infinity War and Jurassic World: Fallen
Kingdom, are looking to rock your
summer movies.

Both stars dominate a survey of
most-anticipated summer movies and
stars by Fandango.com for USA TODAY.
The ticket site surveyed more than
4,500 visitors who described them-
selves as frequent moviegoers and
asked them to weigh in on films out be-
tween April 27 and Labor Day.

Marvel’s superhero extravaganza
Avengers: Infinity War (out April 27)
easily earned the top spot as most-
anticipated movie of summer. 

Deadpool 2 (May 18), Reynolds’ fol-
low-up to his 2016 hit, finished second
on the list, even beating out Solo: A Star
Wars Story (May 25), which was third.
Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom (June
22), the second installment of Pratt’s di-
nosaur mega-franchise, was fourth, fol-
lowed by Pixar’s Incredibles 2 (June 15).

Reynolds won the poll’s fan-favorite
actor, followed by Pratt, Denzel Wash-
ington (starring in The Equalizer 2, out
July 20) and Infinity War’s Robert Dow-
ney Jr. and Chris Evans.

One surprise: Sandra Bullock (Ocean’s
8, June 8) as favorite actress. She topped
Infinity War’s Scarlett Johansson and
Zoe Saldana (No. 2 and 4), Solo’s Emilia
Clarke (third) and Melissa McCarthy
(fifth) in Life of the Party (May 11).

Projects led by women were shut out
of the summer blockbusters but reigned
among most-anticipated live-action
comedies, topped by Mila Kunis and
Kate McKinnon’s The Spy Who Dumped
Me (Aug. 3), Crazy Rich Asians (Aug. 17)
and Book Club (May 18).

And the favorites are ... 

Most-anticipated summer
blockbuster

1. Avengers: Infinity War (April 27)

2. Deadpool 2 (May 18)

3. Solo: A Star Wars Story (May 25)

4. Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom
(June 22)

5. Incredibles 2 (June 15)

Most anticipated summer 
family film

1. Incredibles 2 

2. Christopher Robin (Aug. 3)

3. Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer
Vacation (July 13) 

4. Show Dogs (May 18)

5. Teen Titans GO! to the Movies 
(July 27) 

Rising female movie star

1. Zazie Beetz ( Deadpool 2)

2. Phoebe Waller-Bridge ( Solo: A Star
Wars Story)

3. Lily James ( Mamma Mia! Here We 
Go Again, July 20)

4. Hannah John-Kamen ( Ant-Man 
and the Wasp, July 6)

5. Awkwafina ( Ocean’s 8)

Rising male movie star

1. Alden Ehrenreich ( Solo: A Star Wars
Story)

2. Justice Smith ( Jurassic World: 
Fallen Kingdom)

3. Ashton Sanders ( The Equalizer 2)

4. Lakeith Stanfield ( Sorry to Bother
You, July 6)

5. Josh Hamilton ( Eighth Grade, 
July 13)

Fan favorite actress

1. Sandra Bullock ( Ocean’s 8, June 8)

2. Scarlett Johansson ( Avengers:
Infinity War)

3. Emilia Clarke ( Solo: A Star Wars
Story)

4. Zoe Saldana ( Avengers: Infinity
War)

5. Melissa McCarthy ( Life of the Party,
May 11)

Fan favorite actor

1. Ryan Reynolds ( Deadpool 2)

2. Chris Pratt ( Avengers: Infinity War,
Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom)

3. Denzel Washington ( The Equalizer
2, July 20)

4. Robert Downey Jr. ( Avengers: 
Infinity War)

5. Chris Evans ( Avengers: Infinity War)

Fan pick for summer sleeper

1. Crazy Rich Asians

2. Sorry to Bother You (July 6)

3. Blindspotting (July 27)

4. Eighth Grade (July 13)

5. Hereditary (June 8)

Most anticipated live-action
comedy

1. The Spy Who Dumped Me (Aug. 3)

2. Crazy Rich Asians (Aug. 17)

3. Book Club (May 18)

4. Tag (June 15)

5. Life of the Party

“Avengers: Infinity War” brims with
superheroes. MARVEL STUDIOS

Fans on Fandango
list their must-sees
Bryan Alexander
USA TODAY

Best pals Morgan (Kate McKinnon) and
Audrey (Mila Kunis) get caught up in
an international conspiracy in “The Spy
Who Dumped Me.” HOPPER STONE/SMPSP

TECH SLAP
THAT KNOW-IT-ALL
NEPHEW.

Know what’s in, what’s out, and what’s awesome
before others even know what ‘it’ is.

Get your tech going.
Download our free app.
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LISTEN UP

RYAN MCMACKIN

Philadelphia five-piece Dr. Dog re-
invents its sound with Critical Equa-
tion, out Friday. To celebrate the al-
bum’s release, the band’s keyboardist,
Zach Miller, shares a decades-spanning
playlist of inspirations with USA TODAY.

Don’t Desert Me
Floating Action

A perennial favorite. (Frontman) Seth Kauffman has a
supernatural knack for simple, effective arrangements.
His recordings are always an inspiration.

Jordan River
Maxie and Glen

Seth also turned us on to this one. I love the sticky,
stilted grove and that dusty organ limping along. 

Sound & Color
Alabama Shakes

I love the layering of these subtle elements on this
record, especially the viibraphone intro. 

Chances Are
Bob Marley & the Wailers

This song is so beautiful and transcendent with the
way Peter Tosh’s bass vocal dances around Bob’s lead.

Great Lover
William Oyeabor

This song always makes me feel so happy, and the feel
has that playful janky vibe I just can’t get sick of.

Love Survive
Michael Nau

These are some of the best lyrics I’ve heard written 
in quite some time.

My Guiding Star
Horace Andy

This song always takes me to another world, and his
light effortless style of singing is so dope.

Fallin’ Rain
Link Wray

This is the kind of song that only has one flaw —
it ends. It should go on forever.

The Guns 
of Brixton
The Clash

Only The Clash could throw in goofy cartoon spring
sound effects and still make this one of the most
badass songs ever recorded. 

Puno
Woima Collective

Heavy rhythm section, tight groove, far-out organ
playing, great horn melodies. I could hang with 
this track all night. 

PLAYLIST

Twenty-five years have passed since seminal
dream pop duo Mazzy Star released their break-
through album So Tonight That I Might See. Yet, lis-

ten to the band’s new
song Quiet, The Win-
ter Harbor, from their
forthcoming EP Still
(out June 1), and try to
hear any discernible
change in singer Hope
Sandoval’s lethargic,
lilting vocals. It’s diffi-
cult to find any trace
of the passage of time
on Quiet, which has
the same sepia-toned
wistfulness as Mazzy
Star’s other very 
best songs. — Maeve
McDermott

SONG OF THE WEEK

‘Quiet, the Winter Harbor’
by Mazzy Star

Hope Sandoval 

COMPILED BY MEDIABASE Increase in Spins

Debut

T This week
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USA TODAY AIRPLAY CHARTS
IN-DEPTH CHARTS
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TOP 40
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

COUNTRY
T L ARTIST SONG POINTS

URBAN
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

RHYTHMIC
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

HOT ADULT CONTEMPORARY
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

ADULT CONTEMPORARY
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

URBAN ADULT CONTEMPORARY
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

CHRISTIAN
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

ALTERNATIVE
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

ACTIVE ROCK
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

ADULT ROCK
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

LATIN
T L ARTIST SONG SPINS

1 1 ZEDD/MARENMORRIS/GREY The Middle 18,400

2 4 CAMILA CABELLO Never Be The Same 15,437

3 2 BEBEREXHA f/FLORIDAGEORGIALINE Meant To Be 15,115

4 3 BRUNO MARS & CARDI B Finesse 12,657

5 7 THEWEEKND&KENDRICKLAMAR Pray For Me 12,256

6 8 DRAKE God’s Plan 11,714

7 5 G-EAZY & HALSEY Him & I 10,479

8 6 NF Let You Down 10,410

9 9 DUA LIPA New Rules 9,945

10 10 ED SHEERAN Perfect 9,230

11 11 IMAGINE DRAGONS Whatever It Takes 9,226

12 12 MAROON 5 Wait 8,989

13 14 BAZZI Mine 7,430

14 13 MARSHMELLO & ANNE-MARIE Friends 7,417

15 --- SHAWN MENDES In My Blood 6,798

1 2 JORDAN DAVIS Singles You Up 23,952

2 3 BEBEREXHA f/FLORIDAGEORGIALINE Meant To Be 22,624

3 4 JASON ALDEAN You Make It Easy 21,524

4 1 LUKE BRYAN Most People Are Good 20,510

5 5 BRETT ELDREDGE The Long Way 20,412

6 6 KANE BROWN Heaven 20,397

7 7 HIGH VALLEY She’s With Me 17,826

8 8 DARIUS RUCKER For The First Time 16,286

9 9 BLAKE SHELTON I Lived It 13,951

10 11 LUKE COMBS One Number Away 13,804

11 10 DIERKS BENTLEY Woman, Amen 13,307

12 12 DAVIDLEEMURPHY/KENNYCHESNEY Everything’s Gonna Be Alright 12,958

13 14 MORGANWALLEN f/FLORIDAGEORGIALINE Up Down 11,076

14 13 BRANTLEY GILBERT The Ones That Like Me 10,652

15 --- JAKE OWEN I Was Jack (You Were Diane) 10,027

1 1 DRAKE God’s Plan 5,905

2 3 BLOCBOY JB f/DRAKE Look Alive 5,484

3 2 MIGOS Stir Fry 4,779

4 4 RICH THE KID f/KENDRICK LAMAR New Freezer 4,132

5 6 DJKHALED f/JAYZ/FUTURE/BEYONCÉ Top Off 3,496

6 8 JAY ROCK/KENDRICK/FUTURE King’s Dead 3,187

7 9 BALL GREEZY Nice & Slow 2,868

8 13 ELLA MAI Boo’d Up 2,788

9 11 SZA Broken Clocks 2,737

10 14 RAE SREMMURD Powerglide 2,556

11 5 BRUNO MARS & CARDI B Finesse 2,476

12 12 H.E.R. Focus 2,460

13 15 CHRIS BROWN Tempo 2,451

14 --- DRAKE Nice For What 2,371

15 7 CARDI B f/21 SAVAGE Bartier Cardi 2,315

1 2 DRAKE God’s Plan 6,046

2 1 THEWEEKND&KENDRICKLAMAR Pray For Me 6,011

3 3 KENDRICK LAMAR & SZA All The Stars 5,818

4 5 POST MALONE f/TY DOLLA $IGN Psycho 5,479

5 4 MIGOS Stir Fry 5,261

6 7 BLOCBOY JB f/DRAKE Look Alive 4,535

7 8 BAZZI Mine 4,116

8 6 BRUNO MARS & CARDI B Finesse 3,842

9 9 OFFSET & METRO BOOMIN Ric Flair Drip 3,031

10 10 DJKHALED f/JAYZ/FUTURE/B Top Off 2,912

11 12 LOGIC & MARSHMELLO Everyday 2,829

12 14 CAMILA CABELLO Never Be The Same 2,548

13 15 RAE SREMMURD Powerglide 2,367

14 --- DRAKE Nice For What 2,160

15 11 G-EAZY & HALSEY Him & I 2,118

1 2 BEBEREXHA f/FLORIDAGEORGIALINE Meant To Be 6,510

2 3 ED SHEERAN Perfect 6,121

3 1 MAX f/GNASH Lights Down Low 5,984

4 4 ZEDD/MARENMORRIS/GREY The Middle 5,914

5 5 IMAGINE DRAGONS Whatever It Takes 5,584

6 8 MAROON 5 Wait 4,179

7 6 P!NK Beautiful Trauma 3,891

8 9 IMAGINE DRAGONS Thunder 3,522

9 10 JUSTINTIMBERLAKE f/CHRISSTAPLETON Say Something 3,380

10 --- MEGHAN TRAINOR No Excuses 3,115

1 1 ED SHEERAN Perfect 2,760

2 2 P!NK What About Us 2,439

3 3 SHAWN MENDES There’s Nothing Holdin’ Me Back 2,278

4 4 PORTUGAL. THE MAN Feel It Still 2,272

5 5 THECHAINSMOKERS&COLDPLAY Something Just Like This 1,990

6 6 CAMILACABELLO f/YOUNGTHUG Havana 1,823

7 7 MAX f/GNASH Lights Out 1,604

8 10 BON JOVI When We Were Us 913

9 9 IMAGINE DRAGONS Thunder 843

10 --- CALUM SCOTT You Are The Reason 623

1 1 CHARLIE WILSON Chills 1,858

2 3 TANK When We 1,819

3 4 DANIELCAESAR f/KALI UCHIS Get You 1,787

4 2 BRUNO MARS & CARDI B Finesse 1,773

5 6 DVSN Mood 1,518

6 8 KHALID Location 1,504

7 7 CHILDISH GAMBINO Redbone 1,500

8 10 NE-YO Good Man 1,412

9 --- EN VOGUE Rocket 1,372

10 5 SZA f/TRAVIS SCOTT Love Galore 1,351

1 1 TENTH AVENUE NORTH Control (Somehow You Want Me) 1,898

2 5 CORY ASBURY Reckless Love 1,892

3 2 TAUREN WELLS When We Pray 1,861

4 4 TOBYMAC I Just Need U 1,838

5 3 CROWDER f/TAUREN WELLS All My Hope 1,668

6 8 CASTING CROWNS God Of All My Days 1,617

7 6 SIDEWALK PROPHETS Come To The Table 1,567

8 --- ZACH WILLIAMS Fear Is A Liar 1,467

9 10 JORDAN FELIZ Witness 1,466

10 9 MICAH TYLER Different 1,463

1 3 LOVELYTHEBAND Broken 3,258

2 2 IMAGINE DRAGONS Whatever It Takes 3,086

3 1 PORTUGAL. THE MAN Live In The Moment 3,024

4 4 FOSTER THE PEOPLE Sit Next To Me 2,699

5 5 MUSE Thought Contagion 2,653

6 8 THIRTY SECONDS TO MARS Dangerous Night 2,156

7 9 AWOLNATION Handyman 2,136

8 10 WALK THE MOON One Foot 1,906

9 6 AJR Sober Up 1,869

10 --- VANCE JOY Saturday Sun 1,780

1 1 THREE DAYS GRACE The Mountain 2,089

2 2 FIVE FINGER DEATH PUNCH Gone Away 1,822

3 6 BAD WOLVES Zombie 1,686

4 4 GODSMACK Bulletproof 1,634

5 5 SHINEDOWN DEVIL 1,629

6 7 NOTHING MORE Do You Really Want It? 1,467

7 3 BREAKING BENJAMIN Red Cold River 1,460

8 9 RISE AGAINST House On Fire 1,095

9 8 GRETA VAN FLEET Safari Song 1,060

10 --- RED SUN RISING Deathwish 963

1 1 DECEMBERISTS Severed 684

2 2 NATHANIELRATELIFF/NIGHTSWEATS You Worry Me 660

3 4 VANCE JOY Saturday Sun 590

4 3 BRETT DENNEN Already Gone 573

5 7 JADE BIRD Lottery 536

6 8 ANDERSON EAST Girlfriend 514

7 9 LEON BRIDGES Bad Bad News 499

8 6 IMAGINE DRAGONS Whatever It Takes 456

9 --- MT. JOY Silver Lining 425

10 5 BRANDI CARLILE The Joke 424

1 1 DADDY YANKEE Dura 2,275

2 3 CALIBRE 50 Mitad Y Mitad 2,205

3 4 BANDA LOS RECODITOS Tiempo 1,919

4 2 ENRIQUE IGLESIAS f/BAD BUNNY El Bano 1,904

5 9 RAYMIX Oye Mujer 1,791

6 6 GERARDO ORTIZ El Aroma De Tu Piel 1,743

7 5 LA ADICTIVA BANDA SAN JOSE... Esta Es Tu Cancion 1,743

8 10 BANDASINALOENSEMSSERGIO... Tu Postura 1,595

9 8 REGULO CARO Como Vuelvo A Enamorarte 1,587

10 7 LUIS FONSI & DEMI LOVATO Echame La Culpa 1,569
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come,” Shaggy said, “to talk of many
things” — and role-playing a prisoner 
in front of Shaggy’s judge on Crooked
Tree before singing about “making the
sweetest love” to a woman he nick-
names “Sad Trombone” on the song of

the same name.
He also seems quite keen to make his

political opinions known, dedicating his
first verse on 44/876 to complaining
about how the “politics of this country is
getting to me,” like a party guest deter-
mined to harsh the buzz.

Save for Sting’s more meandering
moments, the album is mostly enjoy-
able, from its pleasant lead single Don’t
Make Me Wait to Dreaming in the U.S.A,
the two singers’ Springsteen-in-Jamai-
ca ode to the American dream.

44/876 may get its name from the
phone country codes for the artists’ two
home countries, England and Jamaica,
but there’s something distinctly Amer-

ican-feeling about the album, which
sees both its creators as expats, with
Shaggy pining for his island home and
Sting unimpressed with the politics of
Britain today.

Plus, only in America could this
gonzo pairing of two stars at various
levels of geezer-dom truly make sense.
And while the world wasn’t exactly
clamoring for this album, the end
product is more lucid than many prob-
ably expected. 

If anything, 44/876 is proof that 
both Shaggy and Sting can keep evolv-
ing into the later era of their careers and
maintain a sense of humor about it in
the process.

ALBUM OF THE WEEK

Shaggy, Sting bring baffling joy to ‘44/876’
Maeve McDermott 
Columnist

USA TODAY 

For the first minute of 44/876, the new
collaborative album from Shaggy and
Sting that is hotly anticipated if only for
its novelty, it sounds like the two musi-
cians may just pull this thing off.

44/876 (out Friday) opens with its
title track, beginning with a sunny verse
from Shaggy celebrating his island roots
over charmingly of-the-moment tropi-
cal-pop beats, hinting that the joining of
forces between the English rocker and
the Jamaican dance hall star may not be
a total bust.

Then, Sting starts singing.
“It shakes me to my soul with a posi-

tive vibration, I start dreaming of
Jamaica, the Caribbean nation,” he
begins, the clunkiest possible introduc-
tion to the album’s “Sting does reggae!”
concept, which gets only more amusing
when he invokes “the ghost of Bob
Marley that haunts me to this day” 
with all the nuance of a clueless tourist
getting his hair cornrowed on an island
holiday.

It’s a hilariously unfortunate intro-
duction to an album that has its bright
spots. Morning is Coming, the album’s
second track, is a better introduction to
Sting’s relative talents on 44/876, his
lilting vocals a better match for the
song’s gentle roots reggae. Of course,
Sting is no rookie when it comes to the
sounds of Jamaica, drawing from reg-
gae and ska over the course of his career
with the Police and in his solo work.

His pairing with Shaggy, best known
for his 2000s run of singles including
the Steve Miller-interpolating hit Angel
and the novelty classic It Wasn’t Me,
works best when the singers meet each
other halfway between their respective
comfort zones rather than step too far
into each other’s worlds. That works
both ways, as heard on Shaggy’s clunky
attempts to match Sting’s cadences on
the poppier Gotta Get Back My Baby.

The album’s lighthearted songwrit-
ing verges on treacly at points, mostly
when Sting goes on storytelling tan-
gents, jauntily quoting Lewis Carroll on
Just One Lifetime — “The time has

Shaggy and Sting, performing at the 2018 Grammys, prove an unlikely musical duo. THEO WARGO/WIREIMAGE

Only in America could 

this gonzo pairing of two

stars at various levels 

of geezer-dom truly 

make sense.

PUZZLES

ACROSS
1 Sheriff’s pin-on

5 What a swabbie
swabs

9 Alphabetically first
month

14 Corset fastener
15 Plowman’s pair
16 Its state seal

includes a moose
17 Self-expressive

pursuits
18 Bank annoyance
19 Far from scanty
20 Seismograph

detection
23 Word before capita

or annum
24 Insults unmercifully,

with “into”
25 Former minors
27 Pasta strainers
30 Ferret out
32 More off-the-wall
33 Like Costco

purchases, often
34 Radar blip, e.g.
37 Served three

squares to
38 No-goodnik
41 Partner of a

reporter’s five W’s
42 Diggs of “Chicago”
44 Mannequin toppers
45 Quality of autumn

air
47 Century 21 staffers
49 Sharpshooters’ aids
50 “It’s Too Late” singer

King
52 Neither open nor

ajar
53 Solo in “Star Wars”
54 Play’s background

scenery, perhaps
60 Became an issue
62 Cow’s hurdle, in

rhyme
63 Don’t merely ask
64 Mom and Dad, with

“the”
65 Gazillions
66 Major leagues, in

baseball lingo

67 Break off a romance
68 Butterfly collectors’

gear
69 Chimes in with

DOWN
1 Side order at KFC

2 Reid of “Sharknado”
3 When Hamlet dies
4 Hold, as a hotel

suite
5 Work out in a pool
6 Ways off the

Beltway
7 Postage rate

increase, perhaps
8 It’s bent during a

knighting
9 Seyfried of “Ted 2”

10 Cooking spray
brand

11 Snack item with
ridges

12 Oyster Bay or Puget
Sound

13 Wolfish looks
21 Places to moor

22 Newsstand displays
26 Pac-12 gridder since

2011

27 Like some pretzels
and tacos

28 Product of a
picked brain,
perhaps

29 C&W star with 28
No. 1 hits

30 Oxygen-extracting
organs

31 Autodom’s Ransom
Eli ___

33 Worms or chum,
perhaps

35 Awl’s creation
36 Nocturnal

predators
39 Figure in a

sports strike
40 Come to pass
43 Word before

tripper or surfer
46 Places for

relaxing soaks
48 Alec, among

the Baldwin
brothers

49 Moves to a
siding, e.g.

50 Irritate by
friction

51 Judge, No. 1 in the
2018 Topps set

52 “Move over!”
55 Mideast gulf state
56 See 61-Down
57 Coloratura’s

delivery
58 “Fancy” rapper

Azalea
59 Capone’s pursuer
61 With 56-Down, stick

on a slope

Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300, 99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280.

THE SHAPES
OFWATER

CROSSWORD

BY Patrick Jordan

Thursday’s Answer

4/19

© Andrews McMeel 4/20

CROSSWORDS
ONYOUR PHONE

mobilegames.usatoday.com

EDITED Fred Piscop

DIFFICULTY RATING �����

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1 through 9 (no repeats).

4/20

4/19

SUDOKU FUSION
ONYOUR PHONE

mobilegames.usatoday.com

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x2

box contains the numbers 1 through 6 (no repeats).

DIFFICULTY RATING �����

1 2 8
3 4 7

7 8 1 6 5
9 8 6

4 7 5
5 3 1
1 9 6 2 5

7 9 6
4 5 9

5 1
1 4

5 3
6 1

4 6
4 3

5 1 8 9 3 7 2 4 6
4 3 2 5 1 6 8 7 9
6 9 7 4 8 2 3 5 1
8 4 5 3 7 1 9 6 2
2 7 3 8 6 9 5 1 4
1 6 9 2 5 4 7 3 8
3 8 1 6 9 5 4 2 7
9 2 6 7 4 3 1 8 5
7 5 4 1 2 8 6 9 3

2 1 6 4 5 3

4 5 3 2 1 6

3 2 5 1 6 4

6 4 1 3 2 5

5 3 2 6 4 1

1 6 4 5 3 2

Thursday’s Answers

SUDOKU

© Andrews McMeel

QUICKCROSS
By John Wilmes 4/20

Y-shaped road division

____ vera

University VIP

Put in order

Crazes

Butter alt.

Katy Perry hit

Daily Planet’s Clark

Thursday’s Answer

4/19

H E I L
O C T O
U R I C
R U S H

QUICKCROSS
ONYOUR PHONE

mobilegames.usatoday.com

©
A

n
d

re
w

s
M

c
M

e
e

l BASE
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6.

7.
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UP&DOWNWORDS
By David L. Hoyt and Russell L. Hoyt

1. Type of wild canine

2. Certain group of hunters

3. Hoarder

4. Turn in

5. According to schedule

6. Vacation

7. Mistaken; misinformed

Clues: Thursday’s Answer
EXTRA

LARGE

WEDDING

RING

FINGER

FOOD

COURT

LARGE

WEDDING

RING

FINGER

FOOD

COURT

REPORTER

GRAY

4/20

© Andrews McMeel

A A F A M I L Y C H D C

L R C G R E E N H O I I

E D E C I S I O N L M T

C V K A U S D M E I I S

N E C T A R P Y S D N E

A B E I G E A A S A I M

R G R E E C E T I Y S O

F C O M E D Y L E N H D

WORDROUNDUP
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Thursday’s answer: FRAGRANCE GLADIATOR ABACUS AMAZE

AWAKE ADAGE DATA GALA / TRIANGLE ALTERING RELATING /

BEARS CUBS / BOXER / SUITE

4/20

Find and Circle:

Eight three-syllable words ☑☐☐☐☐☐☐☐
Three one-syllable countries ☐☐☐
Two five-letter colors ☐☐
Sweet liquid ☐
Loch ____ Monster ☐
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Report puzzle problems to us at
feedback@usatoday.com or 1-800-872-7073

© WIGGLES 3D GAMES
DON’T QUOTEME®

Rearrange thewords to complete the quote.Movie star Natalie
Wood talks about
Hollywood.

BACK BIG BUSINESS ENOUGH LADY PEOPLE SIT TOUGH

YOUGET TOUGH IN THIS ______________, UNTIL YOUGET

________ ___________TO HIRE ___________TOGET ___________ FOR

YOU. THEN YOU CAN ________ ________AND BE A ________.
4/20

Thursday’s Answer: “Most peoplework just hardenoughnot toget fired
andget paid just enoughmoneynot toquit.” -GeorgeCarlin

TXTPERT
Across
1. 33267283
5. 278627
7. 846
9. 79787
11. 6836

Down
1. 38243773
2. 22853766
3. 782
4. 344
6. 738
8. 423
10. 768

4/
20

Today’s theme
Cooking

Use the
phone
keypad to
decode the
clues.
For example:
2 could be A,
B or C ... and
5678 could
be LOST 4/

19

© USA TODAY and Rich Coulter Yesterday’s solution

1 2 3 4

5 6

7 8

9 10

11

S
1

E P
2

I A

A U M
3

N C
4

O B A L T

D E G

R
5

F
6

L E S H
7

U A N U

B W T E

C
8

Y A N A

РЕЛИЗ ПОДГОТОВИЛА ГРУППА "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS



LIFE USA TODAY ❚ FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2018 ❚ 7D

8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
NETWORK

ABC Once Upon a Time Weaver tries to retrieve the Dark One 
Dagger; Margot takes Tilly on a date. (N)

Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. The crew has to come
up with a way to stop Ruby. (N)

20/20 My Reality: A Hidden America. (N) Local Programs Jimmy Kimmel Live

Zooey Deschanel.

CBS MacGyver MacGyver is taken hostage by bank robbers 
in Puerto Rico. (N)

Hawaii Five-0 Royal teen flees protective detail;
guys investigate a 25-year-old case. (N)

Meghan Markle: An American Princess

Meghan Markle’s life. (N)
Local Programs The Late Show with

Stephen Colbert (N)

Fox MasterChef Junior The junior cooks make eggs Benedict and the culinary world’s most difficult egg-based dish;
the cooks use chocolate in dishes of their own design. (N)

Local Programs 

NBC Blindspot The team is faced with a deadly threat on
all of their lives. (N)

Taken A dangerous arms dealer smuggles his
merchandise into New York City. (N)

Dateline NBC Investigative features, breaking news
coverage and newsmaker profiles.

Local Programs The Tonight Show

Starring Jimmy Fallon (N)

PBS Washington Week (N) In Principle (N) Live from Lincoln Center Sutton Foster. (N) Great Performances Black Eyed Peas. Amanpour on PBS (N) BBC World News (N)

CW Dynasty Alexis hinders Fallon’s love life. (N) Jane the Virgin (N) (Season finale) Local Programs 

ION CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Rodeo murders. CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Witnesses murdered. CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Child murdered. CSI: Crime Scene Investigation Help from convict.

Telemundo Mi familia perfecta Familia inmigrante. (N) Al otro lado del muro Lucha y esperanzas. (N) Enemigo íntimo Lucha por inocencia. (N) Al rojo vivo (N) Titulares y más

Univision El rico y Lázaro Drama bíblico. Papá a toda madre (N) Por amar sin ley Vida diaria de grupo de abogados. Primer impacto extra (N) Noti. Univi. Ed. noc. (N)

CABLE

A&E Live PD: Rewind Live PD Handheld, dash and fixed rig cameras capture live the challenges police officers face. (N)

AMC Jaws 2 A police chief tracks a white shark. Roy Scheider (1978) (7:00) First Blood A Vietnam vet’s arrest is the beginning of a one-man war against his tormentors. (1982) The Walking Dead

Animal Planet Tanked: Unfiltered McCovey Cove tank. (N) Tanked Boxer wants a boxing glove-shaped tank. (N) Tanked Fireplace built into office aquarium. Tanked Boxer wants a boxing glove-shaped tank.

BBC America Underworld: Evolution Kate Beckinsale (2006) (7:00) Harry Styles at the BBC English musician. (N) The Graham Norton Show Martin Freeman. (N) Underworld: Evolution Kate Beckinsale (2006)

BET Coach Carter A basketball coach benches his team after they fail to perform academically. (2005) (6:50) Martin Helping a robber. Martin Invalid marriage. Martin Sheneneh sues. Martin Cuckoo clock.

Bravo The School of Rock A failed rock star takes a job as a substitute teacher at a private school. Jack Black, Joan Cusack (2003) (8:16) The Game Plan Dwayne Johnson (2007) (10:56)

Cartoon King of the Hill The Cleveland Show The Cleveland Show American Dad! American Dad! Bob’s Burgers Family Guy Family Guy

CMT Big A boy makes a wish to be an adult and wakes up in the body of a 30-year-old man. Tom Hanks, Elizabeth Perkins (1988) Raising Helen Girl must care for sister’s children. Kate Hudson (2004)

CNBC Shark Tank Holiday-themed products. Shark Tank Gourmet meat business. Shark Tank High-tech Christmas decorations Shark Tank Product involved unique labor force.

CNN Anderson Cooper 360°  (N) Anderson Cooper 360°  (N) CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N)

Comedy The Office Accidents. The Office Jim’s secret. The Office Soiled  carpet. The Office Male bonding. Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle Stoners search endlessly for burgers. John Cho, Kal Penn (2004)

Discovery Gold Rush Miners try to drag boat up a waterfall. Gold Rush Claim and equipment. (N) Bering Sea Gold New strategies used. (N) Gold Rush Crew seeks claim and mining equipment.

Disney Zombies (2018) (7:00) Gravity Falls Gravity Falls BUNK’D UFO spotting. BUNK’D Camp Kikiwaka. Stuck in the Middle Bizaardvark BUNK’D Football training.

DisXD Star vs. the Forces of Evil Fish Hooks Fish Hooks Polaris Player Select Fish Hooks Fish Hooks Ultimate Spider-Man Fish Hooks 

DIY Texas Flip N Move Swapping houses. Texas Flip N Move Gary and Casey bet. (N) Texas Flip N Move Hidden room. Texas Flip N Move Galley kitchen.

E! 10 Things I Hate About You A popular high school student searches for someone to date her older sister. Julia Stiles (1999) Mean Girls Teen makes hit with A-list clique. Lindsay Lohan (2004)

Food Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

Fox News Tucker Carlson Tonight  (N) Hannity  (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News @ Night(N)

Freeform Cars Owen Wilson (2006) Cars 2 Lightning McQueen puts his skills to the test in the World Grand Prix. Jan Nilsson, Owen Wilson (2011) (8:25) The 700 Club (N)

FX Battleship An international fleet of ships battles an alien armada of unknown origins. Taylor Kitsch, Alexander Skarsgård (2012) Trust Paul gets to know his abductors.

FXX The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons

GSN Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Cash Cab Cash Cab

Hallmark Full House Full House Full House Full House The Middle The Middle The Golden Girls The Golden Girls

HGTV My Lottery Dream Home My Lottery Dream Home My Lottery Dream Home My Lottery Dream Home House Hunters (N) Hunters International (N) House Hunters Hunters International

History Ancient Aliens: Declassified Theorists claim the ancient site of Gobelki Tebe is proof of a lost civilization; theorists point to Hindu religious texts as proof of alien contact with man. (N)

HLN Death Row Stories Fiancé suspected. Death Row Stories Arrest years later. Death Row Stories Triple homicide. Forensic Files Forensic Files

ID Cold Hearted A Marine’s wife has a sordid affair. Evil Stepmothers Carolyn Sue Krizan. (N) The Mask of Evil Murder in Colorado. (N) Cold Hearted A Marine’s wife has a sordid affair.

IFC Pineapple Express Two marijuana-smoking friends run for their lives when a murder is witnessed. Seth Rogen, James Franco (2008) Superbad Nerdy high schoolers seek liquor. Jonah Hill, Michael Cera (2007)

Lifetime Grey’s Anatomy Meredith uncovers mother’s secrets. Grey’s Anatomy Arizona tries to impress Dr. Herman. Grey’s Anatomy April’s mother comes for a visit. Grey’s Anatomy Jo is envious of Alex and Meredith.

MSNBC All in with Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show  (N) The Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell (N) The 11th Hour with Brian Williams (N)

MTV Next Friday A young man is sent off to live with his uncle and cousin in the suburbs. Ice Cube (2000) Step Brothers Two grown men are forced to share a bedroom when their parents get married. (2008)

NatGeo Drugs Inc. Crystal meth is popular in Australia. Drugs Inc.: The Fix Drugs in Jamaica. (N) Lockdown (N) America Inside Out with Katie Couric

NatGeo Wild Africa’s Deadliest Animal survival. (N) Africa’s Deadliest Instinct to move. (N) (Season finale) Africa’s Deadliest Botswana wildlife. Africa’s Deadliest Animal survival.

Nick The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water Sea creatures go ashore to stop evil. Tom Kenny (2015) Friends Friends Friends Friends

OWN The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes (N) The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes

Oxygen Snapped Woman pays to have ex-husband killed. Snapped Police question who shot family man. In Ice Cold Blood A secret payout. In Ice Cold Blood Twisted homicide.

Paramount Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984) (6:00) Raiders of the Lost Ark Archaeologist Indiana Jones searches for the lost Ark of the Covenant. Harrison Ford, Karen Allen (1981)

Pop The Family That Preys A scandal threatens the lives of two families, so the mothers must save them. Kathy Bates, Alfre Woodard (2008) The Family That Preys Scandal threatens lives of two families. Kathy Bates (2008)

Science Mysteries of the Abandoned Secret structure. Mysteries of the Abandoned Town’s disaster. Mysteries of the Abandoned Haunted prison. Mysteries of the Abandoned Secret structure.

Sundance Law & Order New leads reopen case closed in ‘60s. Law & Order A murderer’s bounty. Law & Order Fire reveals secrets of social club. Law & Order Federal official’s death opens scandal.

Syfy Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama

TBS Snoop Dogg Jokers Wild We’re the Millers A drug dealer hires a fake family as a cover while shipping marijuana. Jennifer Aniston, Jason Sudeikis (2013) ELeague (N)

TCM The Thrill of It All A housewife becomes a famous TV personality, to the annoyance of her husband. (1963) Good Neighbor Sam An ad executive agrees to pose as the husband of his wife’s best friend. (1964)

TLC Trading Spaces The decorators work with flooring. Trading Spaces Frank reclaims a kids’ family room. Trading Spaces Two master bedrooms. Trading Spaces The decorators work with flooring.

TNT Avengers: Age of Ultron A powerful robotic villain appears with nefarious plans for planet Earth. Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth (2015) Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance Nicolas Cage (2012)

Travel Josh Gates’ Destination Truth Haunted forest. Josh Gates’ Destination Truth Mzintlava River. (N) Josh Gates’ Destination Truth Whaling station. Josh Gates’ Destination Truth Prehistoric monster.

TruTV Adam Ruins Everything Adam Ruins Everything Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers Impractical Jokers

TV Land Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Mom Refusing help. Mom Sharing secrets. The King of Queens The King of Queens

USA 2018 Stanley Cup Playoffs Minnesota Wild vs. Winnipeg Jets (Live) Chicago P.D. The team investigates a drug robbery.

Velocity Goblin Works Garage A rust-free Ford Escort Mark II. Roadkill Classics Velocity Dispatch (N) Roadkill Classics “Mighty Car Mods.” Goblin Works Garage A rust-free Ford Escort Mark II.

VH1 Lean on Me A principal cracks down on students. Boyz n the Hood Three young black males come of age in the mean streets of Los Angeles. Ice Cube, Cuba Gooding Jr. (1991) Baby Boy (2001)

Viceland Encino Man Two teens find a preserved caveman. Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure A pair of airheads gather historical figures for a class project. (1989) Channel Surfing (N) Most Expensivest

WE Marriage Boot Camp: Reality Stars Marriage Boot Camp: Reality Stars (N) Bridezillas Drunken feud. (N) (Season finale) Love After Lockup Shocking news.

Weather So You Think You’d Survive? Sandstorms; gators. So You Think You’d Survive? Hunted by bear. So You Think You’d Survive? Volcano; tsunami. Strangest Weather on Earth Strange phenomena.

WGN America M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Visiting nurse. M*A*S*H Medic’s trauma.

MOVIE NETWORKS

Cinemax Suicide Squad A secret government agency recruits a ragtag band of criminals to act as disposable assets
on risky covert operations in exchange for reduced sentences. Will Smith, Jared Leto (2016) (7:55)

Rellik As things start to spiral out of control,
Gabriel faces the prime suspect. (N)

Rellik As things start to spiral out of control,
Gabriel faces the prime suspect.

Encore Young Frankenstein A crazy doctor creates a monster. 
Gene Wilder, Peter Boyle (1974) (7:11)

Gladiator In ancient Rome, a deposed yet courageous general becomes a successful gladiator and seeks revenge against the man
who had his wife and son murdered. Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix (2000)

The Stepfather Youth learns 
mom’s fiancé’s secret.

FXM The Amazing Spider-Man 2 Peter ignores fame as Spider-Man to find new foes
targeting loves ones & NYC. Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone (2014) (7:00)

Blackhat A brilliant hacker facing a 15-year prison sentence is needed to prevent a hacker’s terrorist attack after the code he wrote
years ago is used to target China. Chris Hemsworth, Tang Wei (2015) (9:50)

Hallmark Movies Psych The prolific serial killer Mr. Yin Yang returns
and makes Shawn her target.

Murder, She Wrote Jessica checks on an investment
in Palm Springs when murder strikes.

Murder, She Wrote A man takes care of a friend’s dog 
but finds the dog is targetted for murder.

Murder, She Wrote A curse’s set off by the marriage of
an heir to a plantation to the wrong person

HBO The Making of ... The House Couple sets up an illegal casino to replace their child’s depleted
college fund. Will Ferrell, Amy Poehler (2017) (8:25)

Real Time with Bill Maher (N) VICE Wyatt Cenac’s

Problem Areas (N)

Lifetime Movie Evil Doctor After their friend recommends they see a respected OBGYN, a show business couple is oblivious
that Dr. Natalie wants their newborn baby for her own. Dina Meyer, Jen Lilley (2018)

Give Me My Baby When a couple has trouble conceiving a child, they go to a fertility doctor; as strange things
begin to happen, they suspect the doctor has ulterior motives. Kelly Sullivan, Gabriel Hogan (2017)

Showtime The Hateful Eight A group is forced to find shelter from a blizzard at a stagecoach stopover on a mountain pass, where they encounter betrayal and deception.
Samuel L. Jackson, Kurt Russell (2015)

Kill Bill: Vol. 1 An assassin awakens from a coma and
seeks revenge against her former colleagues. (2003)

Starz All About the Benjamins A bounty hunter and con man
put their differences aside to catch criminals. (2002)

Power James makes preparations to start a new life
with Angela and leave Ghost behind.

Howards End Mrs. Wilcox’s request confuses family;
Leonard Bast’s wife visits Schlegels.

Ash vs. Evil Dead

Save humanity.
Blade A half-breed vampire 
battles the undead.

TMC Daddy Day Care Two unemployed fathers open a day care to compete with
rival institute. Eddie Murphy, Anjelica Huston (2003)

Bowfinger Unable to land the action star he wants for the lead role in his movie,
a down-on-his-luck producer stalks the star, secretly filming his every move. (1999)

Vampire in Brooklyn A Caribbean vampire goes to
Brooklyn to seek out a mate. Eddie Murphy (1995) (11:15)

SPORTS NETWORKS

ESPN 2018 NBA Playoffs Cleveland Cavaliers at Indiana Pacers (Live) 2018 NBA Playoffs Eastern Conference First Round, Game 3: Boston Celtics at Milwaukee Bucks from BMO Harris Bradley Center (Live)

ESPN2 2018 NBA Playoffs Eastern Conference First Round, Game 3: Toronto Raptors at Washington Wizards from Capital One Arena (Live) SportsCenter

FS1 NASCAR Xfinity Series from Richmond Raceway in Richmond, Va. (Live) NHRA Qualifying Houston  MLB Whip Around UFC Weigh-In

Golf LPGA Tour Golf from Wilshire Country Club in Los Angeles (Live) Golf Central PGA Tour Golf Valero Texas Open: Round 2 from TPC San Antonio-AT&T Oaks in San Antonio 

MLB MLB Baseball Regional (Live) MLB Tonight

NBA Shaqtin’ a Fool (N) The Starters NBA Game Time NBA Game Time Raptors/Wizards, Game 3 Postgame

NBCSports 2018 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs Philadelphia Flyers vs. Pittsburgh Penguins (Live) 2018 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs Colorado Avalanche vs. Nashville Predators (Live)

NFLN Path to the Draft A Football Life Charles Haley NFL Mock Draft Live NFL Total Access

MOVIES Eastern Time may vary in some cities
(N) New episode.COMPLETE LISTINGS

TVLISTINGS.USATODAY.COM
Customized to your location

TONIGHT ON TV

“To actively charge a crime requires
probable cause and a reasonable likeli-
hood of conviction. The bottom line is
that we simply do not have sufficient
evidence to charge anyone,” Metz said. 

Metz said there was no evidence that
pills found at Prince’s home laced with
fentanyl were prescribed by a doctor. 

He said Prince had long suffered from
“significant” pain and had been pre-
scribed other kinds of opioids but, as an
“intensely private person,” he did not
want anyone to know he was addicted
or that narcotics were prescribed in his
name. His friends and doctor followed
his wishes, Metz said. 

Despite the high profile of the case
and Prince’s worldwide fame, Metz said
he could not factor that into a charging
decision. As a county attorney, he said,
he is obliged to follow rules based on
evidence sufficient to prove a crime be-
yond a reasonable doubt. 

“There’s no doubt that actions of in-
dividuals around (Prince) will be criti-

cized in coming days, but suspicion and
innuendo are categorically insufficient
to support bringing charges,” Metz said. 

The what of Prince Rogers Nelson’s
death — high concentrations of fentanyl
were found in his body — has been
known since shortly after he was found
unresponsive in an elevator at Paisley
Park, his home/studio complex in
Chanhassen, Minn., on April 21, 2016.
He was 57. 

But the why has been a mystery: Was
there a crime committed in connection
with Prince’s death, and if so, who was
responsible? That has been the subject
of two years of investigation by the
Carver County Sheriff’s Office, working
with federal agents of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration. 

The news that the famously clean-
living Prince had died of a drug overdose
was a shock to the music world. Imme-
diately, questions swirled. 

Why was Prince taking fentanyl?
Who gave it to him or sold it to him? Did
he obtain it illegally? Did he know it was
fentanyl? Did a doctor prescribe it, and
if so, why? And where did it come from?

Last month, local police presented
their case to prosecutors to review. On

Tuesday, Peter Ivy, chief deputy county
attorney, told USA TODAY an an-
nouncement was planned in “the very
near future.”

A year after Prince’s death, search
warrants and affidavits from the investi-
gation were made public, showing that
narcotic medications were found
throughout Paisley Park, most of which
he did not have prescriptions for, some in
the name of Kirk Johnson, and some hid-
den in over-the-counter aspirin bottles.

Johnson was a sometime drummer
for Prince, a friend since the 1980s and
his bodyguard. He was the best man at
Prince’s first wedding and the estate
manager at Paisley Park. One of the few
people who had unrestricted access to
the complex, he was among those who
discovered Prince’s body.

More than 100 white capsules labeled
“Watson 853” — a mixture of acetami-
nophen and hydrocodone, a prescrip-
tion drug classified as a narcotic — were
hidden in Aleve and Bayer Aspirin bot-
tles and found in numerous rooms in-
side Paisley Park. CVS prescription bot-
tles under Johnson’s name were found
in the dressing room and mirror room;
each bottle contained several different

kinds of controlled substances. 
But the search warrants shed no light

on the mystery of where Prince got the
fentanyl that killed him. 

The medical examiner’s one-page re-
port on his death said only that Prince
died of an accidental overdose of
fentanyl, a powerful painkiller that 
has played a role in a national surge in
opioid deaths.

In March, a toxicology report from
Prince’s autopsy, obtained by The
Associated Press, showed he had an
“exceedingly high” concentration of
fentanyl in his body.

But the full report on Prince’s
autopsy remains sealed under Minne-
sota law, so it’s not clear whether Prince
had any medical conditions that con-
tributed to his death.

Famous for his abstemious approach
to living — he said he didn’t use drugs
and didn’t drink — how could he end up
dead of a drug overdose? His fans won-
dered: Was Prince a secret drug addict?

We don’t know, and we may never
know if Prince’s family declines to re-
lease the full report, which they have the
right to keep secret for another 28 years.

Contributing: The Associated Press

Prince
Continued from Page 1D
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Earth DayEarth DayEarth Day

People &
Pet Safe

when used as directed

grow your own vegetables & flowers
and protect them using these products approved for organic gardening

You can’t get
more local
than your

own backyard

Buy local

Neem Seed oil
to control
insects,
diseases
& mites

Highly
refined oil
to smother
insects

& diseases

Spinosad, a
unique

ingredient to
kill insects

Copper soap
to control

plant
disease

Clove oil &
Citric acid
to kill
grasses
& weeds

repel nuisance animals
using these animal repellents with natural ingredients

Available wherever lawn & garden products are soldA il bl h l

plant a garden!

Unique
Castor-oil
blend chases
moles away

Hot Cayenne
Pepper
protects
vegetables

With natural
ingredients
that repel
dogs & cats

Repels wild
animals by
taste, touch
and smell

Sunday
April 22nd
SSSSSSSSuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnndddddddddaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyy
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April 22nd
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